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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In August, 1810^ the Reo. Robert Bingham 
first ordered an Insurance, at the Union Fire- 
Office, London, for 

£ 
450 On his householdfurniture, wearing-appor 

rel, plate, printed books, and wine and 

other liquors in private use. 

SO On his stable. 

200 On his stock therein and on his farm. 

SO On a house, tenant Wilden; afterwards 

added, by endorserient, to the furniture. 

SOO On other buildings. 
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^%ie ptfKcjji^ ^tMB mjgnai %«^ ^Hrwfors tm the 
Hi\4t Si^f9smb^, hut pteohmig thereto afire had 
taken place in Mr. Bingham's stable^ for which he 
claimed £li7 \6 i% and this sum was paid to him 
in October, 1810, 
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TRIALS, &c. 



LENT ASSIZES, 
Horsham, March 26th, 1811, 

Before the 'Right Honourable Sir Archibald Macdo- 
NALDj Knight, Lord Chiif Baror{. 



THE KING V. ROBERT BINGHAM^ CLERK. 



ROBERT BINGHAM, late of the parish of Maresfield^ 
in the county of Sussex, clerk, w^s indicted that he, on 
the I6tb day of December, in the 5 1st year of the reign 
of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace 
^f God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, with force and 
arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the county aforesaid^ 
knowingly and feloniously did send to one Richard Jen* 
ner^ of the parish aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, 
farmer, a certain letter, without any name subscribed 
theretOf threatening to kill and murder the said Richa d 
Jenner, and also to bu^n the houses and bams of the 
•aid Richard Jenner, which said letter is as follows, that 
is to aay : 
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'' MURDER FIRE AND REVENGE 

Fifty of U8l ^e detvmdto keep off liiqd or have re- 




venge therefore pason churchwards and farmers your 
barns and houses shall burn if you take oor land your 
lives tw6 shalt'pay your sheep we will eat youir oxen we 
can mame you stacks shall blaze Dick yon shall be 
shuted as you comes frpint markit or fibres we are 

United an are sworn 
Iq sUo^t biy oqe a^thar 

Fifty GOO0 Feliows.*' 

The said letter being directed as follows^ that is to 
say: 

Mr Ri Jinner 

Mfaresfield 

against the form of the statute in such case made and 
provided, and against the peace of our said Lord the 
King^ his crown and dignity. 

There weire ten other counts^ varying the form of the 
indictment. 

Ih$ pri$(mr pkatkd not gmlig, 

Mr. Sj&RjEANT Best. — May it please your lordship^ 
gentlemen of the jury^ I ani in this case counsel for the 
- prosecution : I am now called upon to discharge one of 
« the most painful duties that was ever cast upon me. 
You have arraigned before you a clergyman of the 
established church of England^ a minister and teacher 
of thai; gospel which prohibits the very conception of 
Climes^ for ai^ ofTence^ which, if it be considered with 
respect to the malignity of fa^art that pro^i^ces it, or its 
consequences to the family that is the object of it, is ex- 
ceeded b^ none in the catalogue of human crimes. 

/ 



Q&sthMm, wlea I iaiektitSUm UAerrMoagi 4m not 
su^lipoie I wiah to jfttflAns& yw ftgmaft iti^ MMtp^T 
g^j^etdftn wlio iitfw 8U»d8 before ydu. So te frodi it, 
il^ ^ridi.it, tb«t| if diere shall be any doubt bbo«t his 
gaalt^ duB sacred obaraeiei wMh which ha iii clothed 
o^irtoiiiljr da^ to operble in his faYOitr; becao^ it t&o^ 
ders biiHt leas likely to be guilty of that eiime which is 
imliufed to btni by this indlbtii&ent; and it is one H th$ 
priflcipfei of that Uw under which yda c»e to dliy called 
en to adftunarter justiee> a law f^eiided on merejf) lhaf> 
ifa prepbrtionf as the eri]li0 is gr eat^ 89 shoiM be the 
catitioil^ af yoti^ the jury/ when yoa are di^ed an ta 
cfecide ad the guilt or innocedde of the jlriaon^r. 

GentleffaeD^ yoti haTa heard, from mjr Ifearded' friendi 
the charge against the prisoner. It is that of sending a 
Aa-eatesrug letter^ threatenii^ to bum and destroy the 
pmffenf af thapfoseoatc^ of this indictment^ Mr.Sichard 
J^aneir, and ^so to kiil Ifaid ihnrder him. 

GteiMdeiiftnspy I shall read to ^ou the letter.-* 

'^ Mi7BBBa> FiltB^ aND RbybkobP 

'' l^ihy of us are detantid to keep our land or have 
revenge; therefore^ pason, chctrchwards, and fanners, 
your barns and houses shall burn ;— if you take oiir land 
your lives two shall pay ;-^your sheep we will eat,— ^youi 
oxen we can mame, — ^you stacks shall blaze^—^Dick, 
you shall be shuted as you comes from marki£ of &ti^ ; 
— we are united an are sworn to stand! Biy one anbifiet/' 

Fifty good Fbllows." 

'^ Fifty of US ore detennined to keep our land or bav^ 
i^enge/' 

For die piBu^ose of explaini^ tbis letter, gentlemen> 

a S 



ittenebegmy that I «houUt stats to yoii,tliftt» in the iieigh<* 
bra^Msod af. iMaresfield^ where lie lives, . there ia a «Oim« 
^eratUe. waste, that there Jiave been many encix>achinentS' 
maiiecm that W4uste^ by several of the inhabitants of that 
]Wish^ and^ amongst others^ I believe- by the prisoner at 
the bar. It was determined^ by the Locd o£ the Manor, uaA 
the persons winy had a right of common on this waste, 
that the enclosures should be thrown down, -and the- 
land agifcin restored to commoa. This, therefore^ ex* 
plains the meaning of these words in the letter, ^' we are 
determined to keep our land," and which ha^e been all 
reduced again to common,, in the manner I have stated. 

The word '' Dick," in this letter, applies to the prose* 
cntor, Ridhard Jenner, who is so called by those who 
are intimate with him. 

This letter, gentlemen, you will observe, purports to 
come ftom some one or other of the persons who have 
been deprived of their land, by the reductiob of it into 
common by the Lord of. the Manor, and those who have 
a right of common on that land. 

Gentlemen, it strikes me, whethec that, conclusion is 
right or not^ il will be for you, under the direction of 
the learned judge, after you have heaid the evidence, to 
decide, that, although this letter affects to be written by 
a low person, an illiterate person, it carries about it 
certain powerful marks, that it is not the production of 
such a person, but that it is the production of one who 
can write better language, and these low terms are intro- 
duced only for the purpose of disguise. Other letters 
will be produced to you of the hand-writing of the 
prisoner, and you will judge of the resemblance between 
them and this letter. But if, from the bad spelling of 
this letter, and some of the terms in which it is penned, 
it furnishes very slight evidence against the prisoner .at 
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Ae bar> whater^t sttfipfcrioii^ tfiei^a i^ay t>e^ryf t> HH^^^tb^ 
8iispicioi» 18 ripened into proof by oth^l :iuor^ f?4)gi^nt 
<}ircum8laiiGe3> God forbid you d9io«}ld.piS>iioi^tice af^^n 
diet of gailty against tfai3 jgeotloman ; b9it . 1 ^pi,.sifr^ 

I shall trace this letter from tbe'very poqkeu .of>tb€^ 
prisoner^ and shall shew by the evidenee of ^ev^f ^^ per»-> 
sons that it is in the.'hand^-writingtof the pri^i^^ . ■, 

Gentlemen^ the prosecitlor^ this indicting t had left 
his homeidn Saturdays tiie I5th of December la$t, to ^o 
to London with his brother. 0(i l^noday^ '{teo^ber 
(be. I6thj ! his two4ons'>and,a.nephew» fhree^boysj^ .about 

II o'clock^ had attei^d^d ...Divine. Service^ at l^a^^sfield' 
C^nreb. The prisoner on tli^t day >^ad attended, an(^ 
officiated as curate : the seryioe was over about' 12 o'idockj^ 
and they l^ft the 'church, and }^ere returnipg towaids tbe^ 
house of the prosecutor/ Some of the witf^e^ses wiUitel]^ 
yoii as thfiy passed, alodg. the >rQ<id there was no^paper^ 
no letter^ andii! they think; if there bad been any in tbq 
road that they must have .seen it* The three bays wei;ie 
proceeding in ihe same road tbth^ house of their father; 
After they had '.got a little way from the churchy the 
prisoner^ who was behind tfaem> bvsertook them^^nd said* 
^' Get out erf the way, ror I will ride Over you,-* . He sai^ 
that in a jocular sort <xf way. He did not mean to do 
the boys any mischief. They went to school with th^ 
prisoner^ and 'therefore " get out of the way or I will 
ride oveJ' you'* was only said jocularly, i They w^ent-fro^ 
the middle of thie road, and the prisoner passed them 
cantering his horse. I understand, after he got a Uttk 
Irefore the boys, one of them, John, I wish to use hi^ 
own wordf, saw a paper wih^k wabble in the air, as if it 
came from the prisoner's pocket, wavering up and dowa 
In the air till it came to the ground. They picked up 
the Utter, which is the subject of this indietment^ an4 



the ntoment <m€ of them (^hft) looked at U^ ke ww it 
was addressed to bis fathep> iiiicl recb§iiis^d it ta Ite ffaa 
hand^wntiog of the prisoner, i had stated toi jx^n AsLt 
this boy was himself the popU o# the piisonev^ ^ well as 
the other two, aad there way some little diseiusiiMa he<» 
tween the three boys on this fUl^et. The prisQMff had^ 
gone on so fe they coal4 not call on him about iti^ bobA 
finding it addressed to their father-^ : 

[Tk^hamed Jk$dg€ Hen^msMb (o sgei tkc hMest^ andU 
was handed up^to him,'] 

Gientfemen, S was staling to you Aey saw the lettev 
ftiH on the ground ; they pi^ed it np^ and there wa& a 
sort of conversation that took place. Seeing it addmsaed 
fo their fether^ they carried it- home with them^ and db^ 
fivered it to their mother. She opened Ae letter^ and 
read it. The fether was not at that tame at home. 

Gfenttemen^ as the boys piched^ up. th^ IflCter^ thoj; 
observed the prisoner looking- baok a&tkeni^ as i£ tftolN 
serve whether any of them ^eked^ the lettetfrnp^ TlMgr 
kept it^ and^ when the fbther oame'firomLondbait eat th^ 
Thursday fol]owing> the letter was thendeii^redito hhitt^ 
The father had heard' in^ i3^ village^ befbse. be cam^ 
home, that such a lettei^ had been ibuadw ISi^^ moment 
he got home) it was deliver^edr iiilo his handi» koowiiB^ 
nothing from whom it oan|e« The. instant the letter was 
put into hi^ hands, being extremely/VMUfacqaaii^i^diWItl^ 
the character* of Mr* Btngham's* haad^wriili^g^ li& air 
firmed this to be Mr* Binghan^fs. writing., UkUt b# 4a4 
on looking merely at ithe.sitpeiffSpisiptiQiiK Ijbliopms^r^^ 
letter, and on reading thftii^pt^t^ <rf \t^ firofl^ t^. i^ 

spect he had for the aacne4 q}iaf;iM^ter;oC Jl^r. B}^lW9# 
for he had< a great lespeptt b^ bim^ be* dpjcibt^' off hi^ 
fost opinion. :^^be doobted^ beoamse bft qouM 99t» qoff9 
eeive it possible that ^ maa iimtfae sitrnttierri^ Mh- 9i9gr 



b« the rniSbor of so inffttnow a tett^; HhA, tb^refbrd> 
hU first itilpt^ssion was^ that if #&^ hi^ hatid-Wridtag ^ 
bttt, when be i^d the letUtt iUeV^ he b6gM to dbitbt, 
ind concdved that it was imjtonsibte Mr. Fingbaih coiitk 
ha the writer of such a letter. And jrou tnll find Whai 
#iks Us condutt ih cotis^qnenee of that. He kept th<i 
letter about him several days^ and then bavltig^ for i 
Ibng space of tinie; been in fhe hdbli af consulting the 
^risoiier; thmigh he had still the sam^ linprcs^oh aboti 
file dudacter of that faand-wifting, he thought proper to 
cMl tipon the pri^ner, aiid adtise with him. He read 
the letter to Bf f . filngh^^ lElhd asked hi^ advice ai ^ 
what he sfaonld do to find out the anther. Tlie advice 
Mr. Bingham gave him was thi^. He looked al^ the 1^ 
ier> and diicbtrered by the water-matk the periiOjl vflA 
was the manufacttrrer of the paper^ and he found thiir 
paper had been tnannfactured by Evans and Sonk, ^t 
Derby. The prisoner advised the prosecntor to go to 
the different shops inr that neighbourhood^ for the pur- 
l>o8e of finding paper perhaps w'ith the same water-matir. 
In Consequence of that advice^ he did go into every 
shop m that neighbourhood that sotd paper^ but could 
€tad no paper beating the water-mark o( Evans and Sons. 
All farther search was considered as impossible^ and no- 
thing farther was done upon it. 

Gentlemen^ I come now to state another circumstance, 
which> perhaps, will have an effect on your minds. It 
had been the Custom of Mr. Bingham to request his pa- 
Tisbionerit to spend an evening with hitn about Christ- 
mas, and the prosecutor and his wife were aho invited ; 
and while, they were there, Mr. Bingham said to the 
prosecutor, " Dick, you are not shooted yet." 

Gentlemen, the prosecutor, Mr. Jenner, having still 



letter, was hurt at this observation; aiOM}, when he re* 
peated it several time^, Mr. Jenn(er. said to hiaii ^r^r, 
if I had not a particular; r^pect fqr yo^, I should baii 
lieve yo^ wer^^ tbp person who wrote that letter." Tiw^ 
prisoner bi^rst put into a great la^gh^ but he^ i^ever rer 
peated that joke again^ though he frequently met th^ 
prosecutor. ' . . / 

. Nothing farthcjr was done, till January the I7^h. 11:1 .thin 
jrear^ when th^ prisoner's house was fired. Inqitiriei 
were , made respecting the manner in which that, fire 
happen^d^ and the happening of that fire and ^h^ chr-^ 
enmstances connected with i^ revived again strpog^y ii^ 
}he mind of the prosecutor^ that this letter was written 
by thC; prisoner. It wa^ also observed^ that after the 
$re a person saw the prisoner digging iqi his giM^den^; an4 
^^ft^iw^fds a, person who searched there found a great 
x^umber of copy-books. The copy-boo^s had not the 
water-mark of £vans aqd Sons. And farther^ a numbf^ 
of other papers were found in a cieling over a pTivy/ 
and it is a strong circ^mslance^ that some of the papers 
that were found J:herf were in his hand-writing. Ai>d/ 
thqugh po paper cpuld be found in any shop bearing the 
water-mark of Evans and Son. which was on the letter 
in question, yet, on several of the papers that were 
found, there was a water<-mark corresponding >irith the 
year and the name of the manufacturer of tbfe paper of 
the incendiary letter. When this fact was found put, 
Mr. Jeuner doubted no longer. His respect for the pri- 
soner wa^ great, but he tbougjit it i^ecessary to ^o that 
which he conceived ipdi^pen^iblp to his own safety at^d 
existence.. 

Gentlemen, he set about then to look what evidencp 
he could get to institute a prosecution^ ^^^^$ deter mipe^ 



he bad coiresponclenc^ with the prisoner^ and had bUls^ 
fixtta hiai £gf tim edncaiioa of his sqqs ; he examined 
Ib0«9 papers^ Mid fouod that every one of them had. 
Aer <^(>frf$pondibg water-mark that was upon theiocenr 
diary letter^ of Eya^s and Scm, and all of the date of 

This being the case^ be caused a warrant to be issuedfti 
49Dd the prisoner was apprehended^ and here he is for 

And I have only to add to the facts I have stated onet 
other : I shall call several persons^ well acquainted widi 
the hand* writing of the pris^ner^ who will tell you thata 
though there has been an attempt to disguise his bandit 
that yet it is his hand«writing, — ^and n<^ only that h is Ut 
hand-writing, but they will describe his ordinary writiB^ 
and point out to you several singularities in casting 
several of his characters^ and they will abew you a cor* 
responding resejKlbla&ce in those characters in th^ threat- 
ening letter. If a man . writes at any lengthy let hin^ 
s^tenipt to disgube his hand and to make his letters differ* 
Cialy, yet he will soon relapse into his former habit and 
will inake some characters exactly in the natural way ;*^ 
«Ad that you will find to be the case in some material 
papers that will be laid before you.-^These persons will 
give you the strongest reasons for their belief that thia 
Ji^fter bears undoubted marks of coming from bis jgifin^ 
^d from his pen only. 

Gentlemen^ my learned friend was desired to state 
sboaie particular circumstimces ; I think it is better that 
they should be got out by cross-exiaqiination lest we 

 

should make any mistake^ and nothing would hurt me 
paoie than that the prisoner should be prejudiced. Unless 
|iie \yitnesses saw this person write the paper> — this is 



1* 

tte only evitetM f6vL Mti hate ^ tHrffSty MA Mdlit^ 

The prisoBer «t the hkf, mhtn iMeA^fint fyrlM%4€^ 
Aikce, will have an oppottmiity, if b#MD, of .e«phdtt^ 
ifig Off contradietHig the evidence en tbe^petlof- th^ 
pcoiectttioD^ lie mnn M« 6aljr get iMl M tB«*Md£fif(^ 
of the boys but also of the evidence of the other iHt^ 
aeiseS) who will t^peA to hto hand-Wrtt^l;. 

It will give me great plemdore to hi^ar thte gdntl^iiUHf 
explain the whole of this transaction to your satisftt^ 

^ it may^ p^haps^ fee asfced wfa^ motiTig httd thk 
gimtlesian f^ die eamakfssTdn of thrft crime ? It iv eH- 
libftdy difBciil| tb Aseeitaiil tfbe tndtivdir of ati^ litiiiidii 
edhduet^ atid pitf tieulaf ly fhd^ tftdt l^cf td Ae e6m^ 
idiilsioQ of crimes. 

. it k well dbsei^ved by a stibliMd Wtit^/ Azi vfites 
mm do ev» they ireckoii Ifttler dn tfee^ etent of thfei^ 
]iiMi^«ds> oi*, if they do, thi^y have ttbt the power id 
#Mi*b like sway of tlteir dwtr widkedness^. ^ 

- (Seutleman, I shaf! lay these fact6 befoi^ yon ; f i^rtt 
4^ sure if | have mis-stated any of theril ; tfiey xs>idi 
frooL dthers, and; if I have, give t6 th^ prrsbnertfie dd- 
^Mtage of that mis-statement ; if 1 hav^ dfawri Wrtfrfg 
efotfch»ieHEi8> dc^norprorceed on my conclusi6'nB^ btiC eter* 
€i#^ 5«cM]>r owif judgem<M m^ the ease* 
< ^"^Jtiis' case is tried ra the presence- of a most leai'ni^ 
and upright judge; and who, by bis long experience, 
Wiit<^ tcfte ^re that the prisoner dbes nbt sutfer by any 
nisconceptroii! ef mine. If I have dVawn wrong con- 
tkisi^fis,' these eoiiclusions wilF be corrected from judi- 
eilil authoriQ^. 

« 'ffae preseeucof has no wish but for j^tide", and! fte 
mlieensidef thai justice as most perfect whidh i^ t^- 



peied wkh mercy. If the facts are such that jqii csiimot 
doabCof his guilt, hqifc^e^ ipmM it m^ h^ tQ JNluc 
feelings^ it will b^.jpoviv 4^1Q^ tQt QWvii;!; ^> however, 
there diall be any rational doubt in the i;^^, tb^ pris^mer 
is entitled to the advantage of thfti 4o^tA aAd Qod 

ii>lbi4 Uw> bft 9bm\i nuK^ksM, it-— If thW' be apy 
leasonable doubt public justice will b^.sAtji^^^d by an 
acquittal; and^ therefore,.lQQiu;|u4^.tb^e obwrvati%iit 
to you in cheerfully joining in, tb^ wi^ ^jfxefmd by 
my learned friend^ thatQi)i^2aqi]f wifilWP ^ V^ ^^ 
venmce. 
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EVIDENCE 



ONTl 



PART OF THE PBOSBCUHQN. 



John JEv»EiBi,camfm4.b^ MiuJ^q(U.«t. 



4|MdMr sHB&k Jbkii Jenam? 

A.^Ye8. ^ ^ 

^ r Q^Hbiw #U aMjltu i' 

A.— Twelve years old the 23d of UmI nulBtk^ 

Q.— That is three days ago. Whuei di> yte lite ? 
Wheie ii jfwmSktlKds^hpjuA i^ 

A. — ^At Maiesfield. 

Q.^9o y OB kwnr Me. Binghan i 

A.— Yes, sin 

tfi^..iMHc iif ttteelttiBpilm «^ th9« 



H 

" A.— Yes. ■■...■; 

' Q. — ^Didyott go toschoblto him^ 

• A. — I have been at school with him.' 
Q. — How long ? 

A.-^I do not know. 
' Q. — How long ago is it since yo^ 'first went to school ? 

* A. — I do not know. 

Q. — ^Two or three years ago ? 

A, — It is more than that. 
^ Q.-^IKd he teach yoik to write ? 

A. — ^Yes. -- 

Q. — During that time did you see Mr. Bingham write f 

A.— I have seen him write. 

Q. — Now> on Sunday, the l6th day of December last, 
do you remember your' going to church ? . 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — ^Who went with yoiri Did your brothers go i 

A. — One of my brothers. 

Q. — What is his name? • - 

A. — Richard. 

Q. — ^What is his age ? 

A»— -About ten. 

Q. — He is younger than you ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — What time did you return home frMt the diu<dl.^ 

A. — I do not know. • ^ 

Lord Chief BARON.^What time did you go. t« 
churchy — ^at what hour? 

Au-T-At ten o'clock. 

Mb«Pooi«et. — Was Mr. Bingham at diureb? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — Were any of your father's servants at churdit 

A. — Not any of them with us. 

Q.^Did your brother return heme with you aad your 
cousin ? 
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Q.---H<mifaf:itth«ldiitx€li from yoiirfadier'a house?  

A. — ^They call it about half a mile^ sir. 

Q. — ^About half a mile ? . 
' A.-*— Yes. 

Q. — Now, as you were going home, did you see Mr. 
Bingham f A 

A. — Mr. Bingham pvectook on* . - /> 

Q,— On foot or on horseback? 

A.— ^On: horsebaok, sir. 

'Q.— Did he speak to you ? . 

A. — ^Yes, sir. . ' 

Q.— rWhat did he say to you f j 

At — He said he would ride oyer .us. 

Q.— In a joke f 

fii. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — You got out of his way ? 

A.-rYes, sir, 

Q. — At what pace? 

A. — Cantering one. 

Q. — Now, after he had got before you, did you ob- 
serve any thing ? 

A. — I saw a letter drop,«^ropping to the ground. ' 

Q.— Was Mr. Bingham far from ypu when you saw 
tl^4m€irdcopf 

A. — Six rods. 

Q.r^D(» you know how many yards there are in a rod ? 

A. — ^About six rods ? 

Q. — ^That is between 30 and 40 yards ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q.-*You say you saw a letter drop, where did it drop 
from? 

A.«--I do aot.know, sir, I saw ic before it gpt,totb^ 
-ffOttikd. 
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Q%*^How high up in the air was it when y<m irH Hew 
it ?-^HoW lugih £:oe» the giloftinl tted ytm tmt ubeea ^ Bil 
it? 

A. — It was not very high. 4 -- 

Lord Chief Babon. — As high as yonr head ifconi the 
geaunAi .> : 

A. — ^No, Sir. i 

Q*— You think it was 1M qtf ke Sa MgtL I 

A. — No, sir. 

Mr. Poole Y. — Now where did it 4cop frant i 

A. — I do not know, sir, I theaght is eaaie fiem Mr. 
Bingham, but I did not see it. 

Q. — ^What makes you btlieTe it eaaae fyom hiib ? 

A. — ^Because I saw it ftjaog to die grsQiiik 

LoBn Chief Baron. — ^Because yoli saw ilAyts^to 
the ground i 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Mr. PooLBT. — ^Was Mr. Bingham near Ae Istfer lAen 
you first saw it i 

A.— Yes, sir. 
' Q.r«^Iiow fiMr f 

A. — I do not know, sir. 

Q.-^As aeM^ s» you esttt teH ili0MA#' «^ir as*yoi# are 
Sor the gcttttemM' ^n lh« javy AtfC i# Msti foiat f 

A. — ^As near as I am to the second geiftlimiail^ (jitiritt 
the distance of a yard and a half.) 

LoR» CHi«r RkMN^-^Wsar he btf(;Si« or Mhta^the 
letter? 

A.— Before. 

Q.— He was before the letter, was he ? . -^ . 

A. JLeSl^ Srr. 

Mr. PooLET.— 'Was there any thing remarkable iflPtfais 
iMter, as H WM AHing lb ikegt^mt^ thui samdk^<Ai in 
the manner of its falling i Did it fall at once of 
idually ? 




JL — It was w«tanag m tfai& miji - fli* mBoHt^Jk^ 

Q«— Till it came to the ground ^ 

^•— *Yes, sir. 

Q.^Wm dMrii ^y bodjr ^lae tlwMiriMmdi^lMter 
fell bat Mr. Bingham i 

A.— *No^ rir^ not jnar the place where the letter fefi. 

Q.*--There was no body near that bat Mr. Bhighai4? 

A.---I did not se^ any' biod|f . ' 

Q. — Is that road a wide road I 

A.<— It is midcttiKig^) rir. ' ' 

Q.-*Is it a strait toad ^ If tKe#e>h»d bee& w^H^dy 
^feShie neiur thcf pk^ dl^ld yeirhibTeseen Aem ? 

A. — I saw a man and woman, and' ttro ebil^n^ ttHrn 
4ie corner. 

Q. — Was that before Mr. Bingbftm came up to you ?^ ' 
- ^.-^^Yes, stR — 

Q. — That was before i 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — How far off were the mian- and woman, an* two 
e&ffdren^ ftom you when yoa first saw them ? 

A.-— I cannot say 

Q. — Him inany rods ? 

A. — ^A great many. 

Q.^What do you mean by that ? Twenty or thirty ? 

A.-^More than that. 
,LoRn Chiev Bahok. — ^They were Before. 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Mr. PooLBY. — ^Did you OYcrtake them ? 

A.— No, sir ; they were more than thirty ot fbttj tods 
before me when I first saw them; 

Q.— -How fkt db you think they wete Irom^ Mfr. Btng«» 
ham when you mr ^tis tester drop ^ 

A.-^I do not know* 
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- . Q;*^SU yott seetiMn at thmt lim&f • ^ -^ ' * .A 
Lord Chi £ip 'BAEON^-^Ware iimfyhckim Mt. 9qi|^ 

ham or not i - : . . — W- 

A. — ^Yes, they were before him. -•* ^ 

. rQ.^y^Fartherfrom you thaa Mr. /Bkighdki ms{ — l> 
A. — ^Yea, sir. i- : • . i. : i !: * 

Mr.PooLEY.'^On the public iieadf ^ ? — - 

A.«— Yes# sir. .: ■,., i-^O 

Q.— Do you know who they wercf » : ' - /. 

A. — No, sir. J .ij ; •- r- 

Q. — When did you lo3e sight df the^jf : . - . ^. 
A. — ^When they turned round thc^ coim^. • J 

Lord Chief Baron. — Had tfa^y. turned round djic 

corner before the letter dropped i ■. i . .n . 

A.— I do not know they had^ sir; I am not quite sure^ 

sir. 

Mr. PooLBY. — ©id you come up to the {^ce where 

the letter fell ? 
A. — Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you pick it up i 
A. — ^Yes, sir, Mr. Bingham, as be rode forward^ 

« 

looked back at me and my cousin very much. 

Q.'—Did he look back at you a^d your cousin very 
much after the paper was dropped ? 

A, — Yes^ sir. 

Q. — ^Was he looking back at the. time you picked it- 
up^ do you know ? 

A. — I do not know. 

Q. — That you do not know i . . / 

A. — No, sir, 

Q» — Did he look back at you after jofu picked it up ? * 
. A*«— I do not knowr sir, I did not observe him. > 

Q.«.«What did you do with theiet^er you fopqd i .. 

A. — ^I carried it home to my mother, sir^ _ 




.ft.~Did yoa Oliver the letier. ta fwtgDoAet ia the 
MmesMeiawbicb you picked it ap? . 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Qvp-Wafered or sealed ? 
A. — ^Wafered^ sir. 

Q. — Now did you picJc.up that letter> (han^ng up a 
lett€rtoMm)9 
A.— That is the letter. 

Q.— Are you sure th^t is the letter you jHcked up ? 
. A.-^Yesy sir. , 

Q.~Aud that you delivered to your mother ? 
, A.--Ye8. 

Q.-nr^ir when you picked it up, did you read *he 
directioDQii the letter? . 

4 • 

A.— Yes. 

Q. Had you any belief of whose band -writing it was ? 
,' Aw— Yes. 

Q.-Did you make any observations before you took 
it up? . 

A.— I told my cousin I thought it was Mr. Bingham's 
hand*writing : He said he thought it was not^ and I re- 
plied,. that I thought it was. 

Q*— You tpld me be^re you were at school. with Mr. 
Binghamj and had ;seen him write ? 

A — Yes, sir, , 

Q. — From that circumstance were ygu led to that be- 
lief, that it w^ hid hand-writing ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q.-— Did he teach yoi^ to write himself? 

A,-r-Yes, sir. 

Q. — Now when you picked up that letter, and looked 
at it, was there any thing particular that induced you to 
thmk i]t was bis haod-writiqg, or ouLy the ig&neral cha- 
racter of it? 

c 



Q.— I thought ydaffott jomt Hagn K^ tamnhmffj 

A^No. 

LoxD Cnin BAHOJrt~Wte tfme aiij ^Mt^ ftfti- 
Gular or only the general character of it f 
'- A>-^|i^dMg beitdes ilm vQritkig. 

Q.-^The general look of the writing mi4e fom ibUk 
it was his i 

A.*^Yei, j». 

Mr. PooLET. — How soon aftor that dilyMflee Mr. 
Bmgham ? 

A<~The next morning. I went next monuBg to 1niy> 
anil dcnred him to let me hMe^ a Cfarialmas pmde* 

Q^-«That is a paper with pictnies on ihe lUaaf 

A«(*'"*es. 

Q.-*^What€lidhe8i9i 

A.-^WeU^ John^ you found a pretty letter yesterday, 
did yoQUotl And I said yes. 

Q. — ^Had you said any thing to him about the IftMr 
before he made that rciltttilt t6 you^ 

A%— *lfo, sir. 

Q. — ^What time in the moraing was it whetiyM hma^ 
dowft to him, and when lie spcA^ to you abaut ^finding 
the letter f 

A.*— *It waa i»etty neaf nimimihe moraiqg. 

# 

Cro$9-Exammed by "Mr. Common SrR;;rBAirT. 

Q. — ^Before you eaw your master the Bespt'mmihig^ at 
nine o'clock, your mother had shewn the letter ^oii Ain- 
iday ni^ttoDle'j>risoner^« irtk, liad she not ^ 
''•A.— -Yes, sir. ■, - ' 

' Q.' f "think yonk inoihec had shewn ^n. fimgham the 
letter that had been picked up f ..... 



morning. It was on the Monday morning yon atlg^ IK 
the piece i 

Q. — ^And it was the day before your mother h^^ s)|^81 
it to Mrs. Bingham i 

Q.— And it had been talked db|9^ ^y y<8» m^V fS4 
yonr family i 

, A.rrY.u, 9»A 9iy w>A«r w«l toMy^. IVa^a Jen- 
aei^. 

: Mr» iCgmmoM BufinAMi^r^^^ 1^^ fc^ JP)^ ^ir 

tended at his school do you think the last year? Twpi^f 
three months do you think^.or how long ?-:«i|pw Jang 
have you been at schQcd yffi^ Mr* Giiigham ? 

A«***I do not think I went to schqpl laat y^r> I went 
to another. 

Q.— In 1810, last year, you had not been at school 
withium daring any pa^t of that year i 

A.— We had changed our school ; I am not sure wfae- 
t|»r I went to hit sehool in IdiOt. 

Q< B«t j0n had chaoge4 your adbool ibr some tfsafi i 

A«T»jf.es» 

(i. — So that Mr. Bingham had not been teadmig you, 
not lately before that I 

A.— No, sir. 

Q. — Your cousin William was with ypu,--*the son of 
your uncle Thomas ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did your cousin William go to tcli«ot nidi JKr 
Bingham ? 
A. YcB> rfr. . 

Q^ Did he at thi^t tjmef 
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A.— Ycs^ sir. , 

Q.^— *He was a Scholar in the day time^— he was a diiy^ 
scholar? 

A. — Yes. , 

Q.*^He had gone to school down to the time of the 
holidays ?' 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — ^And therefore he must see 'Mr. Bingham's writing 
much later than you did I 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — ^When you looked at the writing, you said it was 
Mr. Bingham's^ but your cousin^ who knew it later^ dif- 
fered in opinion from you^ and he said he thought it was 
• -  . - 

not? 
A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — Is he an older lad than you f 
- A. — No, younger. 

Q. — ^What is his age ? 

At^—He is past eleven. 

Q. — ^Within a few months of you in point of age? 

A. — ^I do not know. 

Q. — Now, during the time that you were at Mr. Bing-^ 
ham's, were there many of the village who were educated 
by him : — went to the school there, were there not ? 

A.*-I went to schopl to him. 

Q. — Had he not some day-boys ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir, he had some day-boys. 

Q.— The boys of the village and the neighbouring 
parts used to go to school there ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Was you or your eonsin a day-scholar ? 

A. — A day-scholar, sir. 

Q. — ^There were a good many day-scholars at the 
school? 
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A.— Yes* • - • '. 

Q.— And the school was aa increasing school after 
you left it ? 

A. — ^Therc were not a great many, sir. 

Q. — ^Do you recollect whether there Were more or not 
than when you were there ? 

A.«— There vere not more. 

Q. — ^About the same number ? 

A. — Less. 

Q. — ^You went the next day to him tq get a piece to 
write for the Christmas to shew.' your friends ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q.«*»Mr. Bingham used to furnish the boys friends 
with paper ; — ^when the boys wanted sheets of paper^ did 
they not get paper from him i 

A.— I do not know, sir. 

Q. — ^You do not know how that was i 

A.— No> sir. 

Q.— ^YoUc had no occasion to buy paper of him I / 

A: — Noj sir^ when I went to Mr* Bingham I had pa- 
per to write on. . » 

Q. — ^The paper the boys had to write on was fornisbed 
by Mr. Bingham, was it notf * 

A.— They had the paper of Mr. Bingham which they 
wrote on. 

Q.— They had copy*books and paper likewise, had 
Aey not ;^ — they had paper when they wr6te the Christmas 
pieces I 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — They had paper at other times if they asked for 
it, had they not i 

A.— I do not know that, sir. 

Q.-^That you do not know.— Who the persons who 
were passing by at the time Mr. Bingham was you can- 
not tell ? 
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Q.«---Yoa d0 lltift kftb^r lirlld ih^j^ #»:e t 

A.— No, sir. 

Q.-^Tbe mm ind tMhiM ahd )!#b <MdiK^ y^u W« 

A.<-<'Yes, sir* 

Q.— You do act know wb6 th^t^^''^^^ 

A.— No, sir. 

Q. — ^You have never learned who they wei^? 

A.-*^Nl)> iifp 

Q. Now re^Ifecl la li«^ ^f $tkh4 ; kMtVe ^ iffC 
occasionally bought a sheet or two of paper of Mr* ^Ing* 
hmt Wlfe6 y dti wflipt^ ii ? 

A.w^^N6, ^ir> I do ttot 'tihink I %Me. 

Q.«— Yoa do not recollect? 

A*— No, sir, I have not hsM ^fUr^ fekd^t Ibr the 
Christmas piece ^ 

Q. — ^I am not asking about the Cbristmihb fi^6ef 

A.— I hkci ii0 WritSbi^^p^t. 

Iib1t]> Oktist i^iEtov.^^You riett^ had wrfti:ng^|]%pef 
from him ; mn I to understand that i * 

A.— Hd> %lf> 

Mr. GuRN )BY.*r~He repc^^ sbikiethmg aboirt adbriit- 
tnas fitt^. 

Mr. Common Sbejbant. — ^Was that sheet ^ i^&^^ 
iBt papar with jpic^tlMs k/y tte Bide df it ? 

A.— We had paper Willi fi^l^^s r-^w'e had diiUimk 
paper first of all to try with, aQd then the other peSj^ M 
write from it. 

^Q.— Fim, the 'comtn?»n ^a(«r itQ ^-rfte Tdngh #lth, 
and the other to write from it? 

A. — After we bad writteii that, we \^rote 'frbn^ Chat 
into the Cbristaxtas piece. 

Q.— Did the letter ajppear to feU on tb^ MtiK ttext tl^ 
you i 



A.«-Tbe letter dropped, sir, on the left-hand side. 

Lou CailsF EA|n>te^wMQtt wbit odo 6f Mr. BMiham 
were you ? 

A,— On the le£b*haiid iide« 

Q. — And it dropped on that side you weit off 
'• A.<*^Yoi, sir^ 

Q. — ^And you afterwards took thb letter home to ywff 
mother f 

. A^-^'took the letter honm to my moliher*' . 
Re-examined by Mr. Boolby; 

Qj^^Wbaii yoQ wrote yoot Ofajristnae pieee^ you Med 
first of all to write on common paper, and that after» 
wards wAsIid be copied faito the^ pittoe i 

A.— Yes, Sir, ^ . 

Q. — ^You copied it from that paper that was useAby 
wtMug upon it ? 

A.-— By first of all copyitig It on another piece of fi^ 
per, and then copying it from that into the piece. 

Q.— -And t&Ai is All the paper you erer had from Jifr. 
Bingl^am ? 

A.— That I fecdlect. 

LoBP Chibf Baron. — ^You say the prisoner at that 
l^e WM centering his horse i 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.'-^ppoBhig a letter had been lying in the road^ 
smd hltd been kicked up by the horses feet, might it not 
then have floated in the air ? 

A.~No, sir, I do not think the horse kicked it up. 

'Q.'«*it did not appear to you the horse kicked it up ? 

A«— No, sir. 
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1' William Jui^vn, exofhmed hy Mr. Gai^bow^ ' 

Lord Chief Barok.-— What age are you of ? 

A. — Eleven. . . .« i 

Mr. Garrow. — Are you the consin of the last wit* 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — Do yoia remember at any time before you were 
examined at Lewes by the Magistrates going from Mares* 

field with your cousin ?. 
A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.^^Pq you know^ how long it is sbce it happened^ 
^ A. — Nb, 'flir^ ^•. 

Q. — Yon do ndt know the day you went from die 
church? 

,-JA* ^Ido.UQt..^ -. • ' 1 ■';' '.> 

Q. — ^Who performed the service that day, doing the 
dutjt in the cbutch as Mitiister ? ., ; 

A.-— :Mr..Bi0gbani. ? 
. Q.— You l^npw Mr. Bingham ycry well ? . .' 

A. — ^Ycs. 

Q.— Were you at that time a spholar of bis ? . ,\ 

A.— Yes, sit/. .:• . ? 

Q.— Were you walking with yonr cousin wbm ypu 
saw him ? 

• A.— Walking up to my cousin's house to diuiu^r. y;i 

Q»— Wh.at distance bad you; got from Maresfield ; be- 
fore you saw Mr. Bingham? 
A.— About half the way. * / _ / 

LoEU Chief Baron. — What is the distance betweeq 
the church and your uncle's house? 
A. — About half a mile. 
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Mc GAliitOw,-^A]id therefore you were about a 
quarter of a mil^ from the cburcfa. 

In what way did Mr. Bingham pass you^— was he on 
foot or on horseback f 

A.->->Horseback. 

Q. — ^At what pace was he going f 

A. — ^At a canter. 
,Q,-r*I)id he say any thing to you and your cousin? 

A. — Yes, he would ride over us. 
, Qi^'^rOut of jokef he said jokingly, and in goodhu* 
mouri he would ride over youf . . 

A.-^Ye8, sir. 

0.— -And then he passed on? 

/♦•"^■" I es. 
. Q. — ^Were any other persons in sight by your coonn? 
There were a man, and woman, and two cluldren, before, 
were there not? 

A.— Yes. , 

Q. — ^Were they one party, as it appeared to you? 

A.— Yes. 

Q..^Were they before Mr. Bingham, and did Mr. 
Bingham come up afterwards? Were they fardier on the 
road towards your uncle's than Mr. Bingham was? 

A.-r-Yes, sir.- 

Q. — They wei;? farther from yoa than he was? ' 

A.— ^Yes, sir. 

Q.. — And after he, had passed you did yoa ch^vre 
any paper in the road ? ..... 

- At— ^No, till I;C^;ne very near it; I didnotsi9e it till 
I came very nigh up to it. 

Q.— Did you see .it before it was picked up ? . 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — At what distf^nce do you think yon had- seen it 



•ay other place} ( -' 

Ai*^TIiree IM* f Mr yitttfA MfoK 

Q, — Who picked it up? 

A.*— My cousin did. 

Q.^-^Your cousin J6Mlf 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

<i«^Wl^ im^ «b8«rt&ti«»n ttUkd&ljr ^btt tif yor Ibe. 
fore it was picked up.^ 

-' Af'-^h)^ ^d lo^ ^^> WaHaltft, i\kitt U 4 tetter 
dropping to the ground. . . . u 

Q. — Look there^ William^ there is a lettaP ditlipil^ to 
the ground? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 
: Q,i^Wi^ dMt b^6re yba t^e up tbiif 

Q. — How long had he said there is a letter dtoppfai]^ 
to the ground ; how long was that before you catne Up to 
it^ and WW it pideifed npi 

A.*— I do not know^ sir, 

4^.i^W«^ it MfbiKt you eattie ttp«> kt 

A;**-YW,ar. 

Q.^9id yM iMk ki tb^ p\h€t mkm Ud bbif^ftttdii 

was pointed to you?*-did you see it drbfipln^ to Ihe 

ground? 4ie yoii ttak« uy answer to kaii ) ^d yon tee 

it? 

A«^Nd>isi^ I M n«t M« it tiD it Iras on ihe grottlid. 

Q.-^Did he say any thing to yout 
^ A«-^obii'sidd be lltoQ^t ft wis Vr.lBiti^hatti'^ writbg, 
and I said I thought it was not. " 

Q.— WhM did Jtfliih s^y in anstr^ to t)i^ ? 

A.*— He said he thought it was» 

«>-#** m lettef itt Kis tand at the tiiii^ ? ^^ - 
A.-— Yes 
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%^l>idlt iqjfMMv tm you to be opIsifwiMtMf 

A. — It was wafered up, 

Q. — ^It had not J)een broken up ? 

A. — Nc^iin 

Q* — Wbs it cleai) or dirty, as if it had befen 
jBy iSnib m the roadf 
; ' A%''=*«it wlis Very etten. 
' Qi^^Yeu irixit or ivith your tenifih t4 y«rar tiacie% 

A«— Yes, sir. 

Q.— -Did he keep that letter till he got home I 
. \A»*^Yei^ siiv: 

^-^WiM did le ib mth il i^hek ke got htmki 

A. — He gave it to his mother. 

Q. — ^That is the wife of your uncle Riclmrdf 

A. — ^Ycs, sir. 

Q.— Did he giTe it to his mother unbroken Md in the 
inadeiMlte ii6 wkidi be ikid pitcked it npi" 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^At the time that your cousin picked H tip> was 
Mr. Bingham out of sight or out of view i 

A. — I saw Mm wh^n We fiicked it tip. 

Q.*— At what distance was he' ahead of you when your 
f&MJbih i^ktM It upf 

A.— I do not know. 

Q.— As near as you can tell, sir, by the ieiig^ of ^his 
MItft, 6r 1iti^^iiii% tlflA^T 

liOBD 'K^Vif JftAlt6M>^Ho# tnany rod^, aft yoii ^ife 
aecnstomifid to cakulale by rods, two» or Ah^, ot ^ve, 

' -K.^^^^Vo 6r tiuefe. 

Q.— Two or thfoe rods ftbm ytiu. Wtiat %tut Mr. 
9ingham dc^ng when your totrsin plckedii fapt 
^ A*^]^ l<X^1s:!e4 back i(t ttd vety m^ 
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Q. — ^Was he still going at the same pace that he passed 
you? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^And he looked back at you very much ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — Except the man, and woman^ and two children^ 
did you see any other person on the road, between the 
time when Mr. Bingham jocularly said he would ride 
over you and the time you arrived at your imcleV 
house f 

A.— No, sir. 

Q. — Had they got on farther than . the place where 
John picked up the letter before Mr. Bingham got up to 
that place? 

A.— Yes, sir. . 

Q.— They had got farther on the road I 

A. — ^Yes, sir. , 

Q. — ^They had passed that pbce before Mr. Bingbam 
arrived at it? 

A.-— Yes sir. 

4 • 

Cross^xamined by Mr. Gvrnet. 



Q. — ^The road on which you were walking was the rw^ 
towards the forest? . 

A. — :Yes, sir. . . » 

Q. — ^There were also some of the people you call 
Foresters would, naturally, be going that road? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — I think you observed to your cousin, when he 
picked up that letter, you wondered Mr. Bingham had 
not picked it up in the road ? 

A. — Sir, I ^id not say that. 

Q. — Recollect yourself, you said so before tbevjusticf- 
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Bid you not say you wondered that Mr. Bingham had 
not picked it.upf 

A. — No, I nev^ said so. 

Q. — Recollect yourself my lad, did you ndt say you 
wondered Mr. Bingham had not picked up that letter? 

A. — ^No, sir, I cannot recollect I ever said that. 

Q. — ^Your cousin said he thought it was Mr. Bingham's , 
writing and you thought it was not? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^You have heen at Mr. Bingham's school a great 
while and he has taught you to write ? 

A. — ^Ye$, sir. , 

Q. — And set you copies ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.-^Did you not say that your aunt or somebody else 
wondered that Mr. Bingham had not picked it up ? 

A. — No, sir. 

Q. — \i any of the hoys, wanted paper did they not 
buy it of your master i 

A I do not know that (hey did. 

Q.-T-You had not occasion to buy f 

A. — N9. 

Q. — ^Whether any of the other boys bought it you do 
Bolknow? 

A. — No, sir, whether any of the other boys bought 
paper or not, I do not know. 

Q. — I believe you read and write better .than John 
does? 

A. — ^There is very little difference. 

Q.-7-The last year yon have been a scholar with Mr. 
Bitigham and he h^ not? 

A.-r-Yes, sir* , 

Q. — ^The last year you have been a scholar of Mr. 
Bingham and have been writing ? 



Mb. Gurnet.*— That is all I have to a^ijiaQ. 

« t 

THOMAS B^TEs^ examined h^ M». Pooiby. 

Q. — Your name is Thomas Bates I 
A.— rYes, sir. 

Q._I believe you are Mr. Richacd Jemiet's tann^t i 
A.— I am, — I am a housekeeper. 
Q.T-^Yott rent a hcHOse of him ? 
A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.«.Do you recollect on Sunday, December the l4tbj| 
being at church at Maresfield ? . 
A. — ^Yes. 
Q.^IMd Mr. Bingham do ^ duty an ^^t <tey^ 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^About what time did you return from church? 

A.-rr-The time I do nOt reeoH^et. ^ 

Q. — ^What time is the church over # 

A.— The church is ovi^ lliere dbont It o^dock. 

Q.—- You were returning home from church i 1% j^at 
the direction towards Mr. Jenner's house ? 

A.— ^Yes, sir. 

Lord Chief Babon.^— He was returning laadirecs^ 
tba towards Mr. Jenner's house i 

Ad — ^Yes, sir. 

Mb. FooiiB¥.«-Was any body with jxmf 

A. — Four more. 

Q.— How far on thatoeaad did .yx>tt go i 

A.-^It is not ^pute half a mile;. 

Q.— Did you go as far as Mr. Bing^uuids >homiei 
were going in the direction where Mr. Jeniier iiv£s# 
' A.— Yes, sir, 4o his gate. 

Q.«— In what part of tho road^ieeie yov imlking J 



Q.«.Is k a wide roftd. 

A.~rAbout two rods wide. 

-Q.— Ten or twelve feet wide? 

A. — ^About thirty feet wide. 

Q.--Vdw «8 yoti w^ wiSMfig fliiMi^y ' cmki jwi have 
seen any thing if it had been lyin^ there in the road i 
^ A.--Yes, sir.     • ' 

Q.—- It is a very level loitd ? ' ' 

A. — ^Yes. 
' t!^.-^NoW) as you went along, did yon «ee any paper or 
letter in the road ? 

A«— No^ sir. 
^ ^.— Yon did not ? 

A.— No, sir. 

Q.— ^Whereabouts did ycm istop in the toad f 

A.-^I did not stop. 

Q.«— You went to your own home? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

<Q.»^Ift that the road Mr. f ennex^ sent would ^ from 
church to their fathei's house ? 

A.~Yes. 

Q. — Did you wait the singbg f 

A. — ^No, sir. 

Q.— You went away at the time the sarieewai ovmr i 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 
' <^.— iPhere were several persons with you, you-sajpf 

A.— Four more. 



Crosi'exafnmed by "Mr. CovnrvT. 

QtfM»Y€ii.did.ii9t^itigrilit dumIq/ 

A.— No, sir. , /;. 
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Q. — And therefore how many persMs went after yon, 
you do not know i 
A.— .No, sir. '^ 



MAfiTm HoDE, exammei by Kr. Gaueow. < 

Q.-— Were you at Maresfield church on Sunday, the 
. l6di of December kstf ^ 

A.— Yes. 

Q.-— »Mr. Bingham I believe performed the service 
^there ? 

A. — Yes, 

Q. — ^Was there acnne singing after the service of the 
church was over i 

A. — ^Yes^ I ftaid nearly half an hour. 

Q. — ^After the congregation in general had dispersed 
to go home, you reinained for some music nearly half an 
hour i What way did you go home i Was it the same 
way that Mr. Jenner^s sons and their cousin were going i 

A. — ^Yes. 

 

Q. — After you waited in the church did you see the « 
lads in the village of Maresfield ? 

A.— I saw them in the corner of the street. 
Q. — Is that the way going to their parents house ? . v 
A.--^Yes, sir. ^ 

Q.«— I believe you made some friendly observation. to 

them and passed on? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — You went on to your own house? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — Did you see any body after you had passedthe 
young Jenner^s till you had arriveji at your ownrhouset 

A. — No, sir. 
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A. — ^Yesy half a mile or more. 

Qi^In lAiat pitft 41d ycm walk } 

A.— I walked by the side of the paik all tb« mmfi it ii 
all die plain read. 

Q.— Did you observe any paper in the ipad, siter y#t 
passed the lads and before yon arrived at ye«r hansel 

Q.— Do you think it is probable if tbiorUA iMHl mf 
you should have seen it f 

Ai^Yts. 

QidT-UiMr soon aftar fpm Had minted ttlMn^ 4#'3WI 
see any person i 

Ai— I had just got to my own house when I saw Mi* 
Binghain at ^ twrni^ke'^gate, 

Q.— *Was he stopping or passing through ? 

A«Mfit<9ppii%. 

Lord Chief Babon. — Stopping t& ptfjr, pt^bdMy? 

A^Yes. 

M6 GAiEinlHf.«««iiei# lofiig itas ibflii «ft«r yon Ibd 
passed the lads, and had spoken to iteitt? 

A. — ^Neariy a quarter of an hour; I tisamoiiiBiS^ not. 
^xatcfuy* ' 

Q.<-^Yott ^ink U was iMt sMM? 

A. — ^Not knore. 

Q. — Just time enough to enable you tflf wildk to foot 
0wn hoflile^r 

A«— Yes, sir. 

Crou^exandrnd ijf Mr. Common Siiu^An% 

. -* 

A.«*<-X<** 

» 



•j . • ■:*.■.. V :  : , :• --.y. 



Q.— And frnkiiia^Ai^tc l^e; htifitwse Mr. Bin^^Riii 

passed you? .; .: ; » 

A. — He did not pi^Lioe at^sdl; Iftirned aUtdebut 

Q. — ^You were before him ; you weiis.a mile ifroiti the 

AansTbenfei^QUtau 

Q.— Perhaps you were chatting with some friend ;'l6ok* 

A.— Looking for nothing but my jdinnen ' . ; 

Mr. Common Sebjeant. — I dare say that -was ^the 
M^<l9^|tlfiQ»t{jfef^ faQ£i3roiiiS'4liofughts^ ati4hattisne-o£ the 
d^y> you were looking for your dinner. '* - 

Sarah Jsnner, exdndfred iy Mr. Pooley;' 



v / » » . 



c * 

_. . .11 



Q.--Mrs. Jenner, you are the wife of- Mr.i Ricbard 

A. — ^Yes, sir. , . . 

fcft^ft^j-rXqu a?e the mother of Jqhn^ Jfija.aer^: the. bc^iwho 
has been examined here this mpjping I 

Q. — Now do you recollect, on the l6th of Dec^ber 
last, on Sunday, do yoia recpllect-yoiir:bpya. cording 
home from church r , * _ /. 

HoRD Chief Baron. — You mean your son, Jobp^ , , 
A.— Yes, sir. . ; 

Mr. PooLEY.— Was William, his cousin, with him 

when he came home ? , . 

' ir I 'i I . ^* • < *• V •'  ' ' • -' 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— When he came jfwtf(if> did ^c^^ivjj joUj^ny.thiDg? 

A. — ^Yes. ,; ^ ._. _ 

a 
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A. — A letter. 

Q.— Will you look at that, if you please^j (jhmdingjip 
a letter to the wifnessJ^^Bs it wafeped^Qriealed/or open? 

A.— It was wafered. 

Q.— Was the wafer .wet or dry I 

A. — It was not quite dry, sir. 

Q.— Will you look at that letter i Do you know wbe* 
ther that is the letter your son -gave you i ; > 

A.— Yes, sir. 
• Q«<r-^Did you open it, madam? . i ^ ^ * . v 

A.— Yes, sir ; that is the letter my sou gave to. me. > . 

Lord Chief Baron.— Was your husbaad at b<»i]^ i 

A.— No, sir. . I 

Mr. PooLEY. — He was in London, I believe. 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — He went to London the day before ? 
' A. — Yes, and did not return till the next Tbunftday; 

Q.— 'No w, as soon as yoiar husband came back^ did yg^ 
give that lett^ to your husbadd i 

A.— Yes,: sir. . ^ 

Q. — As soon as your son brought it to yoti, did you 
open is directly i 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^And read it ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. . , . .- 

Q.— Had you any conversation with Mr. Thomas Jen- 
ner's wife about it ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.*-^How soorKafter you had opened it had yon tefn 
her? 

A. — After dinner. . 

Q.-^Tou.went to her ? 

A.^J— Yes, sir. , 



df^ASux yott had seen Mr. Th«ttM J4mafn yffe, 
did yon wee |if rs. Kngham i 

^^t^^'^^rWfstcxtvBk ybtL flUo AKrs* JSinuiMlttl ? 

A.— I met her. 

Q.^->I>id you shew her thai letter f 

A.«.Ye8. 

I 

f 

Ctoss-exammed byHr. Combion Serjeant. 



Q. That aoch a lette Ms foimd was knoim ^ the 
Sunday to Ifn. fiJDgham ; 

A««*i^Yes, siiw 

Q.- Your nephew dined with you that i$^ ? 

A. — Yes> sir* 

Q. — He came home with your sons ? 

A. — ^Yes, sUi 

<%.'^Da yta Yeealkdt hk sqring he w>9dered Mr. 
Bitighaai had nol pkMl «p the teter ? 

A.— Yes^ my son saii sOw 

Q.*— Had your nephew afterwards said so i 

A. — 1 46 jorot reeoflieet* 

Q. — It was your son that said he Wondered Mb« Bing- 
ham had not picked it up ? 

A.— Yes^ sir. 

Q.«— Do you recollect this ; when your s6n told you 
*at yMr wfkng yeti ««tifosed lonie of tibet testers 
must have dropped it ? 

Ii>BD Chief BABON.--i-Did you obsemc aay thing of 
■lliot ldNd'^ 

A.— I said so at the time of reading the letter* 

Mr. Common SERjBANT.~YouraoQ faavis^ delivered 
the letter to youj, and told your wdnem he had ibund 
it? 

A.— Yes, sir. 



Lord Chief B aeon. —What were the words you 
said? 

A.— -I said that I thought the foresters had dropped 
it aa t^ J w!mk f rom clMurdb 

Mr. Common SBBjBANT.-^Mr. Bingham had ^ UM^ 
of more than one of your sons i 

A^p-^They i^cAt to school lo hkn* 

LoBB Chibf BABON«~More than one i 

A.— Three of them. 

Mr. Common SeIwbant.— Mm. Bin|^aa and Mr^ 
Bbgham^ and you and youir husbapdi WiM W feiy 
friendly terms ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.— You had a mutoal regard for each other i 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.— And doing all torts of neighbourly acts ? 

A»<i»Ye8^ sir. 

Q.«*>If I had asked you whether any pimple could be 
on better terms th»» you and th«y, you wmU haw tpW 
me that no people could be <m better termi^ imd ^ey 
were also on very good tmm with Mr^lhomM Jenner 
and his family i 

A<^Yes^ sir^ 

Q. — Mr. Bingham, I believet is a very attentive gut* 
tleman to his duties as a clergymm ? 

A.— Ye% sir* 

Q.— 'Besides dischiEHrgtng his duties as a cleilggmiaB, I 
believ€ he has esublished a school for the children of 
the lower orders of the people> a Sunday School^ or 
something of that nature i 
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Mr. Richard Jsnker^ examined by Mr. Garrow.' 

Q. — Now^ Mr. Jenner^ yoo are a faniier at Maresfidd^ 
'I]>elievef • "^ . 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q...--D0 you occupy what i& called the Dairy-farm i 
Ai— Yes, sir.  :  > *" ' 

Q. — Have you upon it bams and houses f 

• A.— Yes, sir, 
Q.—rAnd sheep? 
A.^^Yes, sir. 
Q.— And corn ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. ~ ' 

Q.— Oxen? /. 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^Cows and hay-stacks ? 

A.— Yes, sir. . 

Q. — ^And other things, farmers utensils ? 

* A.— Yes: • 

Q. — ^Your christian name is Richard ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — Have you for some time past been called familiarly 
Dick? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^By persons who are intimate with you ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^You have seen the letter which was delivered to 
you by your wife? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — You were in London at the time the letter was 
found? 

A.— Yes, sir. 
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A.— Towards the evening. ! ir;/ 

^ JVJr^ GABEow.T-Some of these (pestions are-ot^c* 
tionable 9s l/eadiog .questions^ but tbesei facte :dre not ili^t 
puted. /—.St 

: Mr. Common Serjeant..— Certarnly not. 

Mr. Garrow. — How long have you -BeeQ acquaii 
with Mr. Bingham? , . ! '^ ! — k 

'. A'"~rAbout Ave, or gix years. : .< -J/ 

, iQ^-rH^ bad been your clergyman? \ ^- -'"^ 

A.— Yes, sit.- ■,■.•..■.•. ■; ''• I'-'*^ 

Q.-— Had sons under his ciare as the. instructor of 

youth? , 9 

A. — Yes, sir. iw 

Q. — The two families had been very intimate •andAon 

the b^st terms ^od footing? .v .>> 

A- — ^Quite ao. v *' 

Q. — ^To the time the letter was put into yoiir haiidsl 'I 
A.'— Quite so*. - A. 

Q. — I apprehend he was one of the last persons yd* 

apposed would Jiavc: done you an unkindness ? > 

A. — ^Just so. . .:• 

Q. — Upon reading that letter, sir, who do you beliteve 

^s the^p^l-son meant by the appellation of ^' Dicl? ?^ ,> 
A.*— I apprehend it was meant myself. 
Q. — ^To whom do you understand the threats which 

gte Q0ntai.ned. in that letter to be directed ? Who do you 

I(ii4erstan4 to be the object of the threats^ contained ii| 

that letter? Whose lands do you understand are threaU 

ened, and whose houses and barns ? 
A.— I un€le;:'stand,them tpapply to ngiy owUr 
Q.— -Now, in the course of the five years- or more that 

jfm haye been acquainted with Mr. Bingham have you 

li^d freque;itly.OQQasioa:to see:hi8hand-*wrtting? 



writing from himj sir.  - " - 

Q.-7-AiBOBg other tbings did jon reoeife frdnctime 
It ijnie Iplk Ibr the cdiMiim of y^ifn^hiUrw^ 

^•■■■^Ycs^ sir* 

Q.-«-*Are you well te^tewted with hi» diataeter And 
iHMCf of hmb'Wriliiig} 

A. — I think I am well acquainted with it» wf. 

Q.— Look first to the sufenefifiAon, to the addresi^of 
Att letter, whose hBiid^writfng do jott, upoa your Mth 
and in yoar conscience, believe that to be ? 

A.mi flaid it was Mr. fitng^m's. 

Q. I ask you now, looking at that now, whose hiUd^s 
writing do you believe it to be ? 

A»Tf*rI btliere it to be lit Bing^Mm't. 

Q; — In answer to my ques^n, yo« obsefved, 1 said 
it was Mr. Bingham's : when did you first say it was Mr» 
Biig^ham'a? 

A.«— As soon as my wife gave it into my hand and I 
obaeFved thf ditectioa. 

Q.-^Was that before yoii Had either seem or heard pf 
any of its contents ? 

A.— -Yes, sir- 

Q. tlfbti \t& he'mg put into your hando wkhofii; any 
observation what^rm'? 

A. — 'Yea, m, quite so. 

Q.«-«Has that opinton, whhsh ye» then MliiM«HAtily 
proboonoed, beeii, on ferther eonsMemlioii, akered pt 
eonfirmed ) 

A.— When I read the oehtents of lt,-^after I read itsi 
contents, — when 1 read its eontenta I couM not thttfk toy 
friend coald do such a thing. 

Q.-^MoW, sir, including what the $eotimenta are, yoa 
did not think your firitod eould do meh a thidg^ boT, 
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looking merelj at the ebMictef cf tbe hand-Wrkkigy 
D9mk Wrieiiig cltotrUI y0tt io|)tN»e tbat letter to bt? . 

A. — I believe it is as I have 8ai<t« 

!!.«•« Aftd filtttttfoife tiiiiev^ lit* be ;^--wbaM baad-wriu 
ing do yoa believe it to be ? 

A. — Mr. Bingham's, 

Q.— Does it appeu to be qciiM ki i))e Mt«tra Und eha» 
Hutntf ef kitf bAiMMl^iMttg^ Of does tlMr# MMa to be ilnjr 
sUtempt at disgnise ? 

A.—* A little attempt at disguise. 

Q.— Are there any particular letters the form o# whichj^ 
%y Ut. HHtglMt^ yott fa*d tibmifei More yoii saw d)at 

kutpt 

A— Yesj sir. 

Mr • OABit<^w.«^There were certain letiers^ my lord, 
the form of whicfa^ by ibe prisoner^ he had observed befoin 
lie had seen that lett^. 

Q.— A sbgularity in som6 of the form^ of the letters i 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Loan Chief Babon. — Stay^ stay^ singularities in the 
Ibrmtfig of ^tain letters t 

Mr. Garrow.— Yes^ my lord. 

LoRi» Catftf BAiioir.^^In Mr. Bingham's ordinary 
hand? 

A.— Yes, sir. ^ 

Mr. Garrow. — ^Made dlfibfently from the common 
mode of making them f 

A. Yes. 

Q. — In a way that struck you : did that singularity, as 
Ihr aft you have observed, run through the whole of this 
natural writing you had t^ver seen before? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — ^Now, mention any letter that appears there to 
confirqt the singularity which you had always observed ? 
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,r A.-r-** KiV and several Ult^rs. . ' : 

LoBD Chief BABON.~It is not tll^. .singularity ofjhj^ 

letters, but only of Bi ? , 

. : Mr. GA*io.Wt— What.is th,e fa^Mm ^ ^^^ ^^9^' 

tionf . .! : 

A.— Mr. Ut. , . - :. 

.iQ.-^Whatdo yQu0b§ejye<*.8»? : *  --y 

% A.r^Bf5QftU«e I hme received npfette^ ft<m hm wbipjk 
are not of a piece with it. .. .;,.; 

Q.— With that Jii? A. 

,r:A»rTYas,jiir, ./• O 

^. .Q.rrrThat was hi^ ftsyal mailDttr oCabri^lflg.flictN|r4l 

A.— I cannot say that was on all my bills of hiSj HB^ 
letters. ...A 

.' ft,— Is there any thing in the forming of the c^tal 
letter R, or others, that is reinarkabje? ., .  ^ 

A.— Yes, there are in the G's and R's. ; 

Q.--iIn the iJ any thing remarkable f . . 

A. — Yes, there is. 

Q.— What is it? , ,; 

A.— The throwing off that which is the last strok? in 

the JR. . . r 

Q.— Writing it a square, is that what you mean ? 
A— Yes. 
Q. He turns it off shorter. — Did that strike you to, be 

bii^ direction from the manner it is directed, when it naef 

your eye ? 
A. — It did, without knowing any thing of the conte|it3 

of it. 
Q. — At that time it might be a letter on business^ o^ 

an invitation? 

A,— I did not know what there was in it. 

Q.— Now, sir, you were speaking of another letter, G, 
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lnG€a)itr, ia the direetion of i^tetfbr; how does that 
appear regularly to have been wriiten ? 

A. — There is a part of it a long J, and then it is rather 
disguised^ to make it lo6kKke^g« ' 

Q. — What is added to th£ long j is to become lik« g ; 
It in a mixture of the tivQ? 
* A.^^It app€faf9 as a sniall g. 

Q.— -That was the manner in which he used to make gf 
(Shewing the mtness the letter &n a jdece of paper.) 

J)k.^«I sre it here. 

Q. — That yoQ observe is not 4n the form in which mea 
in general write a capital G f 

A. — It is not. 

Q.^^-^Had you before this ttansactionobsisrved how 
Mrv Bingham in general began a word which is us^naUy 
written with a capital G? 
' A. — He usoally began it in the character of a small g ? 

Q.— -But of a krger circle ? .^ 

A.— Yes, sir. 
' Q.-^A large small gf 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — Did yon ever see any other person that wrot^ <S 
in that manner except Mr. Bingham i 

A. — Never, to my recollection. 

Q. — Had you observed that he very commonly did so? 

A, — ^Yes. 

Q, — When he had occasion to begin any word with G 
|hat Was his general way to make it, gf 

A.^Yes. 

Q. — Is there any thing remarkable in any of the 
olher letters in the direction, and which was conforma- 
|k to his oidiiiary mode of writing. 
"- A»«rTfaere 29 thie small/ in M^resfield. 
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in papers you had aem? 

A<~V!es, itwas* 

Q. — ^What is yomr remaik on the/? 

A.«^He makei it dowo tight. 

Q — ^Making it (/) generally wittout a loop, h^^kr 
ing at the direction, you at firit thamgbl^ and »tiU thmk^ 
it waa Ua hand<-writitig i 

A."— I do. 

Q. — ^Is there any thing remarkable in the imide of it i 
Open it* 

A.— In the b*$, and tfper m,if$. 

Q. — What is there remarkable in that i 

A.-^It is diA^rent fmn that of any body die (he 
makes it with a little ent only ; it is small and memUil 
that here, but only rather larger* 

Q^Was that tiie common mode, aeeovding to your 
observation on the way in which he wrote it I > 

A. — ^It was, sir. 

Q.— How soon after yon had reecired tfiat letter fimn 
your wife did yon see Mr, Bingham i 

A.«*-I called on him the next Snnday foUowiig. 

Q.-»For what purpose did you call on him i 

A. — For advice. ^ 

Q«-^Advioe idwut what i 

A. — How best to find out the author of that letter* 

Q.— To eoiisalt him as yo<ur friend t 

A. — ^Yes, which I had oceasionalty done befiire. 

Q. — What advice did Mr. Bingham give yon on diat 
subject f 

A. — ^He wiifhed me to go to die shops in the neigfabonr* 
hood to search for paper, to see whether I could fiid an^ 
water-mark on the paper as there was on the letter. 
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with the threatening letter ? 

Loftn Chisf Baron.-- *Yoii seaechail? 

<4^.— YeSf air i I oonld wi find say^ • . 

Mr. Gakkow*— In wh^t w»j did yoa conduct joiur 
aearch? 

A.-^I went to the shops and bought paper* 

Q.— As if yo«i had wanled it £di: onVoary porppses I 
You did not ask wliether tbqy had got ii w^h that pacti- 
Millar water*BiarIc f 

A.— I cannot recollect. 

Q.— You went to purchase paper to nxamiiui it ? 
A. — ^Yes, 

Q.~Yoa cc^ald Ai9l find any in ^oi^ ndghhourhoodif 

A.— I coald not« 

Q. — ^Haye joa since seen any paper with the sspne 
wmter-jnairk? 

A. — ^Yes^ with the water-mark of Erans and Son, 1806. 

Q,«.Xhat is the water-mark on the letter? 

A. — -Yes. 

Q.— Have you since seen one or more sheets of paper 
wijth tbatwater-^nark I 

A.— Several. 

Q«..^What have you done with such of them aa^ were 
in your own custody i 

A««-I have got some of them in my own pockat* 

Q.— rNow be so good as ip^fMAwe item. (The wUnm 
froduadikmo^ 

Mt.Garrow. — ^Where did you find the papers you 
now produce i Let me have only Jthpse vf yo|ir own. 
hffin at th^m as you^aad lAiem to4Ui^ for ihst,,gmfomni 
a fpestk)xi I shall |iut t» jou« 
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/tiO«D GttiKT BkRoif .-^Tbete catte^fr6m jHytar vt^ 
private papers, Mr. Jenner ? ' . :^ .' 

A. — ^From my owd private papers^ my lord. He got 
them into my hands himself. 

Mr. GABRow.—r was just going to ask lihat qnestidn^ 
my lord: From whom did ybii ireceive them ? 

A. — From Mr. Bingham. 

Q.— When? 

A.— ^i cannot exactly say about iirtiat time. * 

Q.T-Was it a month before ? 

A.— -It was a long time ; it :^as for taking in some land 
At Harneck -common. 

Q. — Many months before ? 

A.— Several months before. 

"Q.— It is a plan of some land. There is no writiD^ of 
Mr. Bingham's on that paper, marked B ? 
■A.— No, sir. 

Q. — What else have you got there? You have deli- 
vered to Adkins certain other papers you foiind ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — Found among your own papers ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — Now, sir, did you find these several papers in your 
own private bureau ? 

A.— I did. 

Q. — What is the first of these in point of date ? Give 
me the first. ..- . 

(Hekdndsif&ifeffo the counsel.) ^ 

Q. — Now, whose hand-writing is tlie rest, besides 
your own hand-writing ? 

A. — Mr. Bingham's hand-writing. • 

* <i.'*^It is a bill for tlie education of one of theboys, 
and endorsed Mr. Ri. Jenner ? • You have looked at ihat 
endorsement ? 
A. — I have. 
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4irlio'tr?oi6 cBi. afiefwteds :on tbe bade of th^^t' tkre^t^ 

"Ai^^It-dofeS;* ':':*. '■;.-.*-:: s 

.^».Q«•^f his is a little out of the oriler : l meani.tb hfive 
asked as to the water-mark ? '^ n 

: O^^-^Tbiftiiistt^w&ter^inark. . ',. 

■la "^ 

n: Lordf'Cbief BAiroN.<^Settled^R.B; at tfa^ b.ot^bop( ^f 
ilrJ >ls.t}iattb«p£U0i]^'s bwd*<writi»g» Mr. JFeQiii[i^r f 

A. — Yes, my lord. 

Q.— The whole is his handf 
' A.i— The v^bole exeept oij aaopie,..; j.) 

- Mr. Garb© w;;—rAll. that is Mr*.6in^am's. Mark .that 
paper C. , - 

Q.— Now, sir, give us any other paper. 

(Hands hmranother, dated March'Q,d, 1810 J - . ' 

Q. — ^There is a small part of dieTwater<»inark upbn.tbis f 

A.- — And that is all Mr. Bingham's band-writing ; I 
saw* him write it myself. . 

Lord Chief BARON.<-*-That is a balance due to you? 

A- — Yes, sir, my boys went to sqhool to him. 

Mr. Garbow;— What did he to make a balance dq^ 
to you ; having sons at school wi^b him, you would. pii$i[^ 
him?— ' 

A.— Money frequently. 

Q. — ^You have looked into these, and these arfe his 
writing? 

A.-— Yes, sir. , 

Q; — For education from CbFisimas, 1807, to Ch^ist- 

vm, 1808* Hi. Jenner occurs several tipoies. . > 

(Mands them up to thfi karn^^judgp*) 

Mr. GAR]aow.'**-My ^LcHrd, >lb€f n^act paper ]# 

itiehiard J^aer to R. Bingham, iT0U| . Bee; 9A^ 

1806, to Dec. 25th, 1807, and the endorsement 

Ri.Jenner occurs twice in the liand-writing of the 



tiie «l|^bcCy--*^^The Mxt is diMd ilftCw ttltli, aiicLte 
which Ri« Jenner occurs twice. The next is ^)M vAmI^ 
contains a considerable portion of the mM^su»k# all 
in Ike liaiid«iwailing of Ae {nisMier^ nd JU. JbBaer oo 
curs again. It is for various things* 

Q.— -Have the goodness to k>«k aife dist |Wptr fHniiffwg 
fr ir^ Id Mm) which you saijr jfou saw hhm mriie^ mA ift 
which t^ word ^fMi oecnia^ is the word grass hfa 
writing? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — ^The g in grass is not itt tbe^ Htm of sn oMuteiy 
<«api(al ; but that w«s the way itt which he mMnA to diake 
dielargerg? 

A.— -That wasllieway. ' 

Q.-JTfaat struck you as a shigulluity m ^tite thteatening 
letter that has been prefaced i 

A*— Yes, siiv 

Q.— 'Now^ sir^ you have told me jrou a|vplied lor mi^ 
viee to Mff. Binghatn^ and that he tfeoomitMidefl yot to 
go to different shops smd buy paper to #earch for the 
wat^'mark ; that yov did so, and that y^aur seareti was 
iB^eetHsd ; that you made an ineffecffosi sesircb. VHk 
you communicate that to him at any time :— did yoo^teH 
him you had searched ? 

A."***- Yes, 1 did. 

Q.— What observation did he make upon that, 4<) yva 
recollect? 

A.-**! cannot seedUect any otisefvatieti iff partbular^ 

Q« — Do yon remember after that any eibservsti^a that 
Mr. Bingham marfe to you^ that hAd a rdfereiice to the 
Mnteolfs of Ihait ktferj ^fAtm ^ aaw y^aa otv^ny dcca- 
#011^ So yo» MJcoUaet on any4k:oaaio»aAieii yen asMT 



him his usiag- a|i^ language thai r^fi^rred to tkonmktmU 
A. — He said to me^ well^ Dick^ you are not sboatil^ 

yetf 

. Q.— Did he make use of i^u oh^ervatian to ypu moce 

than once? 

A.— Once or twice. 

Q*i— Are yon anre of the wpr dn ; weU> I>ii*/ ja» aw 
Bot shoQted yet> or killed^ <ur dbot? 

A. — Sbooted. 

Lord Chief BAROK^»**That is the common way com- 
mon people ^y diat. 

Mr. 434i(BrOw,*^It is not^ my Lord^ they say sfaol^. 

Q.«— I believe you and your family went on oM ppi^n- 
sion to spend the evening at Mr. Bingham's i 

A-^^Yes. 
- Q.«-*Was tb«t on the Christaaa night i 

A.— -Some where in the Christmas week. 

Q. — By an invitation from Mr. Bingham i 

A.-— Yes J sir. 

Q.«— You and your family went there to spend ypnr 
evening? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.^—Wbat observations did Mr. Bingham makie that 
night ;— and as nearly as you can express them in his pw^ 
words? 

A. — ^I did not go there till ^ter tea. 

Q.— You had another engiigement ? 

A.—! had. He said he was very sorry I did i|(>t hay* 
pen to get there sooner. 
. Mr. GABJtow.»-«We}i, aif, 

A.-^l told him I bad baeB oiigagfd elsuwhena ; I j»id 
I was very glad to fed Ihejsn jo oomfiuriahk. 
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Mr. ijrABROW.— Well. 

Witness.— Then you are not shooted yet as you caifiis 
home. 

Lord Chief Baron.— Well, witness, — Did you fever 
make tlie subject-matter of that letter matter of jocular 
conversation before ? 

A. — Never. 

Q. — What answer did you make to that observation ? 

A.— I said, no, and hoped I never should. 

Q._Did he ever then, or in the course of that even- 
ing, throw it out jokingly again? ^ 

A. — Yes, we were sitting spending the evening toge- 
thei*, and I did not take it just in the right way J— I 
thought it was not pleasant. 

Q.— What did you say to him ? 

A.-— I said, by God, sir^ if I had not so good an opi- 
nion of you as I have, I should have thought you had 
written that letter. 

Q.— What did Mr. Bingham do? 

A. — He turned his head away from me, and said, aiia ! 
hat 

Q.— Set up an affected laugh? 

A. — He did. 

Q. — ^Was this subject afterwards ever mentioned again, 
«xcept in the shape of your charge before the magistrates 
after that evening ? 

A. — It was mentioned no more that eveniqg'. 

Q. — Was it ever afterwards till you made your com- 
plaint ? 

A. — I cannot say any thing about that. 

Q. — It must be a good month before the time when 
you laid your letter, your complaint, before the ma- 
l^istrates, or at least it was nearly so ? 

A.— Yes. 
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Q.««-I take it for granted^ Mr. Jenner^^-^indeed we 
have heard^ after you came home you made no secret in 
the parish that you had received this letter ? 

A.— 'I did not. I shewed it to my neighbours and 
friends, and desired them to assist me« 

Q.— And it was the subject of discussion ? 

A«— -It was. 

4i.*-*I believe you stated that you had received suck 
a letter from your wife> at a numerous meeting of your 
friends and neighbours \ 

A.— I did. 

Q.^^At a. meeting of your neighbours to assist in the 
protection of your property against thieves^ &c. 

A.— Yes, sir. 

CroiS'exandned by Mr. Gurnet. 

Q.— I believe, Mr. Jenner, you returned from London 
onthe2lst? # 

A.— -It was on Thursday, the 20th. 

Q.-r-And you called on Mr. Bingham the next day, 
or the next day but one ? 

A. — It was not till Sunday. 

Q. — Did you leave on one occasion this letter in his 
hands ? 

A. — ^Never. 

Q. — ^Did you not give it to him to copy i 

A. — Never. 

Q.— You showed him the letter i 

A. — I shewed him the letter in the church* 

Q. — ^Did you shew it him any where else? 

A.— Not to my recollection. 

Lord Cbisf Bakon. — You shewed him that letter 
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im thu dNveb mSufiday $-Jiiuit iv%s M Snaksy after you 
retaniMl^ on the fidd cf fieotmber ? 

A, — Yes, mj Lord. 

Mr* Gijft^liKT.-^It was found on Sunday, the *6th of 
December last, and it i»bs on the foUowing Sunday you 
shewed it to Mr. Bt»gbatli :~no«r you have fined on two 
letters particularly as your reason for believing the letter 
now uinder eonaidera^ion is bfe htad^wrtthig. The first 
i» the ^pital R, the Km ^I^ of which, niMad of be- 
ing round, turns up sharp ? 

A. — It is not like another person's R. WTien I took 
iAm tetter In my kMd, I took it to be Mr. Bkighaiti's 
writing. 

. Q. — Now the reason you have given is, liiat, froea. the 
bottom of that R, there is a sharp tuming-up, and it is 
because this reiiembles the R Mr. Biagfaain writes ? 

A. — ^Not altogether, but there is a resemblance. 
* Q.^**Thei-e i6 one of your own papers 8-**does it reiem- 
ble the least in the world that R in the letter ? 

A. — ^They are turned off a little shorter. 

-Q.—Look $t' the R^s in the threatenittg letter, and at 
the R's in that paper of your owii (handing tkm^to km). 

A. — ^The resemblance there is not so good as some are. 

Q.— ^Is there the leait resembkncc between these R*s ? 
— Is tiiere any resemblance between these two R's? 

A. — I think there is. 

Q. — Is there atiy resemblance in that partieuhor you 
mentioned to my friend about the sharp turn-up i 

A. — ^Not there : — there ia not a resembtance. 

Q. — You obi^rved also that tJiere wets m f in M«res- 
field that is l&e the fas written in tb^ threateatng letter, 
without a loop ? 

A. --In general he doei not make hk r« with a lepp 
at the bottom. 



4te 

Q.«-Look at that (handing u^mm^f^ fafmti^Om) 
and say wlii^h«r Aat n notmloopf 

A. — I cannot call that a loop. 

Q.<-^Do you c^ that a loop 9 (ihifsping him Mfin an- 
other paper,) 

A^^«^Thai is what I call a loop. 

Q.— You never saw a plainer loop in your life.— fis that 
his writing alsa? 

A.-— Yes, *ir, 

Q,*-*-Now, Mr. Jenner, bA one period yoii thought this 
letter had come from some of the foresters ? 

A.— I certainly did, from Mr. Bitigham^s fim itien- 
tioning it. 

Lord Chief Baron.-— From his first mentioning 

A. — He did so at one time. He had suspected a man 
at the Htsre tmd Hounds. 

Q. — ^He named some person, some particular person f 

Aj—Yes, he did. 

Q. — ^What was the name of that person ? 

A.— Goldspring. 

Q.^mmml beg to ask yon, sir, whether you never said you 
believed it to he Goldspring's hand-writing i 

A.*-^Navttr. 
' Q.iif^Did you no^ state that on your examinatioii before 
the ma^traies ? 

A,**— Not to believe it was his hand-writing* 
• Q.«^Dt4 you not say that you yourself believed it tp 
be GoMspriag's band<^writing after Mr. Btngfaam had 
suggested it was his hand-writing ? 

A.-^Never, 

Q.-^Did you ever (Bay you believed it caoae from Gold- 
spring? 

A.— Nevcrt 
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Q.«^Yoa ner^r said 90 ^ . 

A.—! never said so : I iieyer aatd I thongbl that be 
wrote it. 

Q. — ThatyoQ never said you thought it came, from 
Goldspring ? 

A.— -Not to my reoollection.^-If I lecollect it I will not 
deny it. 

Q. — ^I do not say you will Mr. Jenner. The foresters 
in your neighbourhood are a set of people^ — some of them 
are people of whom a thing of this sort might be ex« 
pected ? 

A,— rl cannot say. 

Q.— Such things have been in your parish in former 
timesj*— a threatening letter f 

A.«— There was a letter dropped^ but not a threatening 
letter? 

s 

Q. — ^But some ugly letter, though there was np burning 
of houses? 

A. — A letter was dropped in the parish but not tlueat- 
ening^ and a faggot-stack was fired. 

Q. — They were a very bad set of people? 

A,-T-They are like people in other cpuntries.. They 
never injured me. 

Q. — But they are a set of persons who will have their 
own way ? 

A. — I cannot say about that, any one person more thaii 
another. 

Q. — ^You do not mean to say they af e patterns of moral 
perfection to copy from? Patterns of correct cmiducf ? 

A. — ^No, not in particular. 

Q. — Did you never say they had threatened to shoot 
you, and to destroy your property. 

A. — Never : I had a letter, only nick-names. ^ 
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Ma« Cf aehow.— I am afaid we ought no w. to interpose. 
We are going too far, 

Mr, GuRNBY. — Mr. Jenner did you ever tell anybody 
Uiai you suspected tlie foresters ? 

A.— I never told any body I suspected the foresters. I 
did not know who it was : I wanted to kpow. 

Q. — I want to know whether you ever did<; say to any 
person whatever that you suspected the letter had come 
from the foresters i  

A.— -I cannot say ; to a particular person T might. 

Q. — It would be rather remarkable if you had gone to 
a distance from your home to say that ? 

A. — If I said that^ it was at the House of Correction at 
LeweSi. 

Q. — Did you not say so at the House of Correction at 

Lewes? 

A. — I really cannot give it a recollection, 

Q. — Did you go to the House ^f Correction at Lewes 
ithen a man of the name of Best was there in custody ? 

A.— I did. 

Q.— Did you not say you believed the letter came from 
the foresters^ and that Best^ if he chose^ could give som# 
information about iii ^ 

; A.— I did not say I believed it^ I might think it* 

Q. — ^That you believed it came from the foresters, and 
that you believed that Mr. Best could give some informa- 
tion. I^oyou make a difference between thinking ^d be- 
lieving J Did you not say it f 

A. — If I recollect, I think I said so. 

Q. — ^And do you not think that you said you believed 
Best could give some information ? 

A.— r-I said perhaps I thought he might know some- 
thing about it. And this I did by the ordeirof Mr. 



as 

Rfl^ttMl aaid tifte mt 6f the ifllialritetits^ ^ho irh(h«d me 
to do it. 

Q,^— The priiicipttl inliabitatiti of yoot {Miirti wished 
you to learn, from the keeper of th^ HocM of Coneoikift 
at TJUfes, M}me infofmiiiion t^sp^ctiag this letter, and to 
try to find it outf Y^ii shewed the letter to the piiaeifNit 
itibabitatrtD i 

A.-^Not td the principal inhabitants. 

Q.— Do you remember shewing it to the meeting ol 
the society i 

A.— Yes, I did. 

Q— How many persons might thet* be pfeseot i 
A.— Eight, ten, or twelve. 

Q. — Of the principal inhabitants of Maresfield i 
A.***** ed. 

Q. — ^AU of you desirous of finding out who was the 
author of it? 

A.-— Certdinly. 

Q.*— Perhaps you suspected the other inhabitants of 

Maresfield ? 

A.-^I cannot say, we might, we were anxious to find 
it out. 

Q. — ^When you did this, it was with a vi^w to find out 
who Wrote it, and who was the aatbor ? How long has 
Mr. Bingham been the curate of your parish ? 

A.-^I cannot positively say, five or six years* 

Q.-^Iask you whether he has not discharged, the du- 
ties of his ofiice with a great deal of assiduity and cai^ 
ever since he has been ;^oar durate ^ 

LoBD Chi:^^ BAKo^.-^Hfts he discharged' all his du- 
ties with great attention to his parish i 

A. — ^YcS, I have nothing to say to the bontrary. 

Mt. Gi^RKET. — He has been instrumeatal in the esii- 
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biMmetit of a sollool for the edacacaod of childran, in 
whtcb are educated thirty girlt of Maresfield i 

A. — ^No, sir. 

Q«*^I mean a eharit j^school finr the educalton of twenty 
OjT thirty girls ? 

A. — ^Yes^ by his soliciting the subscriptions^ and taking 
an active part in it. 

Q.-^X do not mean^ Mr. Jenner, that Mr. Bingham 
was at all the expense of it : I do not mean to deprive 
yon of the merit of your subscription, but only that he 
mrggested the plan and was instrumental in establishing 
a eharitv-'school for the education of the children of the 
poor inhi^bitants, and which is very much to your honour 
and to your advantage ; he was the treasurer, and took 
some of the trouble of it ^ 

A.— Yes, he did. 

Q. — I believe, Mr. Jenner, you went to Mr. Cramp's, 
at Lewes, for advice ? 

A,— I did, sir. 

Q. — On what day? 

A. — I cannot say. 

Q. — 'Dp you remember when it was i 

A.*^I cannot particularly say when it was : I went with 
my brother. 

Q. — How long after you came home from London ; 
within a week ? 

A.—I think it was less than that, I think it was on the 
next. Saturday. 

Q.— That would be the Md of December? 

A. — I am not positire : I went to Mr. Cramp's for ad- 
vice, and to find out who was the author of the letter. 
It was within a few days after I came home from 
^ndon. 
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Lord Chief Baron.*— It was shortly after. Can ydv 
state from your recollection that it was within a week i 

A. — I do not recollect^ I cannot positively say. 

Mr. GuBNET. — It was some time before yonmade 
this charge on Mr« Bingham ? 

A#^-0, yes. 

Reexamined by Mr. Garrow. 

Q.— Mr. Jenner^ I mast ask yon a question or two. Yoa 
have been asked aboat the foresters ; the letfear speaks of 
fifty good fellows determifted to keep <>or lands f had «9J> 
persons enclosed any public land i 

A.<— Yes, they had enclosed some land. 

Q. — Had any of these enclosures been thrown opeii. 
by those who claimed the right of common ? Had any of 
the fences been thrown down ? 

A. — ^Tbe fences in general were all thrown down* 

Q. — Did you ever know any human b^ing, suspect any 
foresters or Goldspring till Mr. Bingham told you he 
suspected Goldspring ? 

A. — No one person whatever. 

Q.— 'Had you any suspicions of him till Mr. Bingham 
told you he suspected him ? 

A.— Not particularly. 

Q. — Did you suspect that he wrote that letter, or caused 
it to be written, till Mr. Bingham told you he suspected 
him ? 

A. — No, I did not. 

Q. — Had you any other ground for suspicion till Mc« 
Jpingham told you to suspect him ? ^ 

>A. — He went for his.licease and it was not granted* 

Mr. Gareow. — That is not an answer to my ^uestioii. 
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Mr. Bingham would not grant' him what was necessary 
to have a licence^ and in consequence of that there was 
some ground by him to say that he suspected him ; I am 
not asking that ; — but my question to you is^ had you 
any suspicion that Goldspriog meant to do you a mis* 
chiefs or had any thing to do with the writing or send- 
ing this letter, but aa Mr. Bingham told you he suspected 
him?* 

A. — ^None : I never knew that he had any animosity 
against me. 

Q.-— Your application to the keeper of the House of 
Correction at Lewes^ did it proceeft from yourself or Mr. 
Bingham ? 

A.-«->From the advice of Mr. Bingham and the princi* 
pal inhabitants of the parish* 

Q. — You told me you could not think that your friend 
and a clergyman could do such a thing: but, except that, 
was your opinion ever altered as to the writing of that 
letter i 

A.— »I thought it was his writing, but thought he could 
not do it : I could not harbour the thought in my breast. 

Q. — You were convinced of the fact, though you were 
nvwilling to believe your friend could do it? 

Lord Chief Babon.— You did not accuse him in 
plain terms of doing it? 

A. — I thought it a delicate point. 

Mr. Gabrow.-— Now, my Lord, I propose to read the 
letter. 

Lord Chief Baron.— -At the time the forest was 
Arown open were there any threats by the foresters that 
they would revenge themselves? 
. A — I did not hear any. 

Q.*-^Had Mr. Bingham any part of these inciosnres? 
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A.'-^Yesy it vrm caUed his^ 

Q.-^And was that thrown open i 

A. — It was thrown open. 

Q.-«-The whole was levelled f 

A«-^The whole was levelled^ my lonL 

Qi-^Was it really kis^ or only called his^ or done Vf 
a tenant of his i 

A. — I cannot positively say^ the man is here^ my lord, 
who knows whether he did it or not« 

Mr. Garrow. — My lordj I now propose to read the 
letter* 

. Thi$ letter tca$ dirutid to Mr. Sit^rd Jermer^ imd 
was read by the associate, as were also part of the pftf^^r^ 
m Mr. Binghan^B kand^writing, ' mid produced by Mr, 
Jenner, marked B. C. D. E. F. G. md H. mhieh lutd iH 
same water-mark of Evans and Sons, IS06, wMch was 
on the threateniftg ktter, and to shew the resemblance be^ 
tween the prisoner's hand-writing and the writing w the 
letter. 

Mr. Garrow. — ^That is the letter you received from 
your wife ? 

A.-^Yes, sin i ' 

Q.— You, at one time^ put it into the hands of Mr. 
Hopper? 

A.— I did. 

Lord Chief Baroh. — Had it been in your hands 
from the time you received it from your wife? 

A. — ^Yes, till it was first given to Samuel Libiter ttt 
take copies. ' 

Q, — Was it out of your sight? ' 

A. — Yes, sir. • 

Q. — You have no doubt this is the same letter your 
wife gave you? • 

A.— I am confident of that. 
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Samvel LiBiTER^ examined by Mr. Gakr6w. 

4 

I 

Q. — Your Christian name is SatniMl ? 
A,*-Yes, sir. 

Q-— Pray did Mr, Jenner gite yoa tibiat letter to copy, 
%6 be sent to the Itrsurance-CMIce? 
A.^-*He did. 

Q.— Did you give it him hack in the same State in 
whieh you received it ? 
A.— I did. 

Mr. GABRotv to Mr. jE>fNEH.— iAnd then after that 
yott put it into the hands of Mr. Hopper? Was it out 
of your sight, Mr. Hopper? 

A.— I gave it to Mr. Smith (clerk to Mr. Hopper). 

Mr. Smith examined by Mr. GAftftow. 

Q.— -Mr. Smith, did Mr. Hopper deliver you a letter 
to copy ? 

A.«--Yes, sir: that is die letter. 

QA-«-Did you deliver it up in the same st^tc you 
received it? 

A.— -Yes, sir. 

Q.— To Mr. Hooper? 

A.— To Mr., Helper* 

Q,— And did yoa d^ver back that ktter m tibe same 
(ilate to Mr. Jenner? 

A>-Idid. 

RicHAED Trill, examined by Mr. PooLl^r. 

Q. — Mr. Trill, I believe you are a famer^ are yon 
not, living in the parish^ near Maresfield ? 



A.^— Ye8, sir. 

Q. — Had you any sons at school with Mr. Bingham? 

A. — I had three. 

JQ.— How long since ? . 

A. — ^About a year and a half ago : I cannot distinctlj 
state the time of the last boy. 

Q. — Daring the time your sons were at school with 
him^ did you ever receive any notes or bills from himi 

A»«— Sometimes I had notes. 

Q.—*Did you ever s^e him write? 

A.— I never saw him write above once; the bills I have 
in my hand I received from him for schooling. 

Q. — On those bills have you settled the accounts with 
him? 

A.^— Yes. 

Q.— -And acted on them as Mr. Bingham's bilk? 

A. — ^Yes^ sir. 

Q. — Have you got any receipts there from Mr. Bing* 
bam? 

A.— Yes, sir, do you wish to see them* 
(They were handed over by the witness to the learned counsel.) 

Mr. Gabrow. — Are they in their order of dates^ 

No answer. 

Mr. PooLEY.— Now, Mr. Trill, did you ever see Mr. 
Bingham's hand-writing? 

A. — No farther than these accounts. 

Q.— -Now, Mr. Trill, (having handed up to him the 
threatening letter J after having seen Mr. Bingham write 
and transacted business with him on these bills, can you 
say whether you believe that letter to be Mr. Bingham'^ 
hand*writing? 

A.— I do, sir : I firmly believe it is. 

.Q* — Have you re^d it, sir? 

A. — I have. 
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Q. — Have you seen the direction? 
• A.— ^Yes, sir. 

Q.'^You firmly believe it is his hand«writing ? 

A.— I firmly believe it is Mr. Bingham's hand-writing* 

Cross-examined by Mr. Common Sebjeant. 

Q. — I think you say you never saw him write more 
ihan once? 

A— No. 

Q. — ^And the other times were the Mis you received 
from him^ — ^that is all the means you have of forming a 
judgement on that subject ? 

A.— Yes, it is. 

Q. — Do ypu look on that to be his common hand- 
writing'? 

A. — No, sir ; not all of it. 

Q. — ^Boes that seem to be a disguised or a natural 
hand ? 

A. — It appears to be some natural and some disguised. 

Q.— -Some natural and others disguised ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — And with only these means you have formed your 
judgement, having only seen him write once, and having 
received these two or three bills? 

A.r-And other writings that I have seen besides. 

Mr. PooLEY. — Besides the bills you have put in, 
you have seen other writing of his ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Mr. Common Serqeant. — ^This gentleman taught a 
great manjr persons to write ? 

A.— He did. 

Q. — Mr. Bingham was teaching. a great many persons 
to write? 
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A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.— Do you not find it a very common thtB|^, whin % 
person writes after afiother, to catdi, veiy natorajfy, a 
great deal of his manner of hand'writing J 

A.— I never saw a copy of Mr. Bingham's. 

Q. — Your sons always write from a copy I 

A.— -In all the books my sons had I never saw his h«ad« 

. writing as a eet7* 

Q. — Is it not natural in writing and copyhB^ frmH 
another to catch his manner of hand-writing i 

Aw" JLt Mat 

Mr. CoMKoir SBRTBAifT.*"-I sfaould thtnic if any 
body had tried to imitate Mr. Bingham's hand-writing 
he would have don^ it more exactly. 

Rc'Cxafif^ined by Mr. Gabbow. 

Q,— A boy catches the manner of the writing of a 
person whose writing he is copying ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — As far as your knowledge extends^ could those 
who learned of Mr. Bingham have catched his manner of 
writing from his private papers ? 

A.— No. 

Q.— What did they write after? 

A.— From copper-plate copies. 

Q. — Would that enable them to catch a manner of 
hand-writing which they had no opportunity of seeing ? 

A. — I do not suppose it would. 

JpHN Knight, examined by Mr. (tARrow. 

Q. — You reside at Maresfield, Mr. Knight? 

A.— Yes, 

Q.— How long have you lived there, sir? 



, A.-^AU my life. 

Q. — How long have you known the Rev^md Mr. 
Bingham? . . 

A.'^-^All the time he Imabeen there, 

Q. — That is five or six yeajrsf 

A. — I believe it is. 

Q. — Attend to me : have,you> during the greatest part 
of that time>: transacted business with him^ te bring you 
licquainted with bis manner of hand-writing i 

^s— Yes. . V . . . 

Q.—- JSow how long have you been in the habit of see- 
ing, his hand-writing. 

A. — Two or three years. 

Q.-*-Have you occasionally seen him in the act of 
writing? 

A«"-~,i es», . . * . f 

Q. — Did you by that means become well, acquainted 
\vith his diaraeter and manner of writing ? 

A. — Yes. 

Q.— -He was the curate of the parish of Mareafield 
and had the whole business of. the church to manage i 

A.— ^Yes. 

Q.—- Had you any par^hrofBqe to perform during any 
part of that time ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.-What? :^.. 

A. — Overseer of the poor in the parish. 

Q. — ^That brought you very much together^ 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — As to matter of accompts ? 

Q. — Do you consider yourself as well acquainted with. 
hisJifindnwriting;? c ... .^^ ..... . *. : .— .^ 

A.—- Yes, sir. 
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Q.—i^Look first at the superscriptioa ; y/fhcm ht^^vnit'- 
tog d0 ytftL beli«Te that to be f 

A. — MnBinghaUx's band-writing. 

Q.— Do yon speak of k with a conskktable d^re« of 
certainty, or have you any 4cN)bt abootit? Loakatthe 
outside first? 

r A^m^Yap I am satisfied itis his writing f 
. Q«*-«Ot>ai it : do yoU qpen it and look at its contents; 
do yon believe that to be atl M^* Buigham's hand-wtMng I 

A.-^iJfier looking at it) I do not know for the whole. 

Loan Chibf Bauo^j*^Do you beliete ali the rest to 
be bis ? 

A.— I do. 

Mb. QAftjRow.— If you had seen that lying «t the 
post-c^ce .or on Mr. Jenner's table un*opened, shMld 
you have believed this to be Mr. Bingham's writing i 

A.^Yas. 

Q.— Should . you have entertained a d<a<ihl on that 
subject ? 

A,— No, sir. 

Q.-^Was there any parficahnr letter or levfem in Mr. 
Bingham's manner of ordinary writing that ttHick you 
ae siAgularitie^ before this traMadtion of the threate&ing 
letter? Had you observed any thing angular kt the for- 
mation of any particular letter ? / 

A,— Yes. 

Q.— What bad struck you as being singular. 

A.— Tho/'s and R*^ 

Q.-- -These had struck you. 

A. — ^The/had struck me in Maresfield* 

Q.«»When you mention R do you mean the olspttid JR 
or the-#iiial i^s f 

A, — I mean the capital R in the aupeneripaion ^ 

Q. — Had you observed before this letter that he cast 
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of mankind i 

Lord Chisf Baron. — About/'s and ^'s. "" 

A. — I had obfteived tbe it's; 

Mr* Garrow. — Do attend, sir: supposing these traiis« 
actions had mever taken place, did he muke any of Ms' 
letters in a singular way and which were unlike other 
people's ingeiieral? Was there anj thing odd* that struck 
ymt ai differing from the manner in whidi other people 
litlrade them I Did he make his i^s like olher people 

A. — ^I knew tb^n from another JR. 
' Mr$; GAit]ioiW;«^Yott kn^ them from the K* of other 
people?' 

Lord Chisv Baron.— DM yoa kiiow hta R Saom 
other people'sf 

,A»"'"~*es» 

Mr. GAKRow.*-^He made his 12 in a particular form f 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — And you find that in this letter f 

A.-r-.Yes. 

Q.^—And you have no doubt that is his haod^writtog^? 

A* — I have no doubt of it* 

Q. — Have you got any papers there with the water- 
mark of Evans and Co. 

(He produces some papers.) 

Q.-^Whose writing is that i Is it Mr. Bingham's f 

A.— Yes, 
V Q.-^The8eare private |>apers you had froin him before 
ke was taken into custody ^ 

A.^'**Yes« 

Q.-*Atid they have remain^' among yottr prirate 
pftpeti^ 
A— Ye*. 
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(One paper wa$ daied February I, IdlOi the Wf^er'^mark 
Evans and Co. 1806 J 

Q. — Have you any other with the water-mark of Eyans 
and Co. upon. it^. .\» > . — ..>. 

(He hands ouer anoAer^) . . 
• Q»**-*Thi^ was likewise, among your private papers and 
has been found since Mr. Bin'gham was in custody ? 

•A.*"""* jL es« -^ 

Ma* iS arrow. — ^Thfs^ ;my. lord^. is ; a whole . sheet .of 
paper, ain4 not only contains, the water-mark of Evaaa^ 
and Sons^ but on the other half-sheet is a statement of 
charity for educating the children, and signed by Mr. 
Bingham^ froih Easter, 1809> to M^di «5tb> 1810; 
and on this Mr. Ri. Jenner occurs ; and your lordeb^ 
will obser^seJiQW^tlie capital J r4&iarBied. vd a^^ c o. 

Q. — Have you any other paper with that wa^ezHnarLL 

A. — No, sir. i' 



Cross-examined by Mr. Gurnet. 



Oy IVIK. V:iUKNET. 

1 '> , 



Q. — ^You mentioned something about/? 

A*-r-yes. 

Q. — What was the peculiarity in ihcf^ 

A.-rIt was R, sir. 

Q. — Did you remark the/ at all? , .*.... i. ; 

A. — Yes. , , 

Q. — What. is your observation on the/? _ 

A.-^It is a right-down/ and no loop at the bpttom,^ 

Q.-«-That you say is peculiar to him in the way he 
forms the/ and that is one of bis singularities-;. upw^^ 
sir, look at tbat^ which is also his writings (hffwJiBgup 
a paper to km) did you ;ever see a glainer .loop ;ia- your 
life tban in tliat word which I have pointed out to ^Qi^ 
on that paper ? You say that is also his writing ?\-,, 

A. — I do not know. 



Q. — '&0 you believe it td^be his writing xnr not? * 

A. — I believe the other to be his writing. 

Q, — ^Take it into your Imnd^ sir ; do, you believe that 
to be his writing ? 
- A.^Jjker looking at it) Yes: ' ' ' - ' "^ ' 

Q. — Is your belief stronger or weaker npon that sub* 
ject i 

A. — I believe it to be his. 

Mr. GtJRNEY. — It is the receipt, my lbrd>^ which Mr. 
Trill produced. ' * ' 

Mr. Garrow. — In the' formhig of these particular 
letters^ that is the general- character, such as yotr would 
have acted on and considered it as his writing i 

A. — Yes. 
"Q.-^Did ybur^boys go t6 his school? ^' 

• ^A.— Yes. '>• ' » •' ' -r ! f urn ,\ , 

Mr. GuRNEY.— ^Did not Mr. Bingham teach Ihem to 
write, by imitating his own writing ? - 

A.— They did not go but a little while : I understand 
he set thein copies while they wrote single letters ; but, 
when they came to write words by joining seteral' letters 
together, they had copper*plate copi^es^ ^ - . ' 

Q.— Was it not his habit' to set them hy his own writ-* 
ing? 

A. — I believe it wa?. 

John Maynard, examined by Mr. PooLEtr.' 

Q. — Mr. Maynard, you are a shop-keeper at Mares 
field r 

'• '^' Ai— Yes, sir: 

Q. — Have you ever transacted any business with Mr. 
Bingham? 
A. — Yes, sir. 



, A.— I have, sir, at tuneji. 

Q.*^Yoii baiie ^occasiooallj seen hijap. wri(te ? 

A. — Yes, sir. " 

Q. — W^Bre jron pver in t^fi bahit of givifig fliin Cfa^ for 
accQ^omodatioQ -bills ? 

A. — ^Ycs, sin 

Q.-*Yoa and be have dealt in tfiat maoQer i 

A. — ^y€s, sir. 

Q. — For how long ? 

A. — :Tbree or four years bacjc. 

Q.-*"From tbe businefs yon did with lif r. ^i^gbfiii^, 
bad yon frequently an opportunity of seeing bim write i 

A.— Very seldom, but I have seen bim write. . 

Q. — From the Jcnowledge youha?e of .his band-^wri- 
ting, look at that, and say whether you do or do i|ot be* 
)ieve 4^at is bis band-writing f 

A^-»'I do believe that is his on the outside* 

Q.«-]^ow loojc at the inside^ sir. Wbat do you think 
pf that? What is your belief of the copt^ots ? Do yon 
believe that to be bis wrilipg i 

A.-^I cannot tell tbM* 

Qi— f| do not ask you positively ; wbilt do yqy .believe i 

A«— -It is 2b fictitious hand. 

Q.— It is a fictitious hand ; do you beli^l^efh^ IfjUlog 
to be his ? 

A.-^I believe tbe direction is. 

Samuel Jtree was here called, but did not answer. 



RicHARO Andrew Ti7RN£B,ejammcil iy Mr. Gabjiow. 

Mr. G ARROW. — ^Mr. Atree is not just at hand, and 
therefore I shall examine Mr. Turner. 



Q.-rr-^fjt. Jufftfr,! {)dietc yo^ tkf^ the ^tturnej pf Mr. 
Rivettf 

Q.— Where do you rewule} 
A.— At Lewes* 

Q. — I believe you are concerned fo* ^ |Lev^ftnd Mr. 
Rivett, who is the rector of Ml^F^field i 

Q. — Since Mr. Bingham became curate pf lA^Yesfi^M^ 
^911 h%4 fieq^^i\t pppo(tuaiti€ii| of iranai^tiog busiiiess 
with Mr. Bingham^ concerned as you are for the rector f 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q.— Now, sir, having seen him write frequently, have 
you acquired a competent knowledge of his character of 
writing ? 

A.— Yes, sin 

Q. — Now, sir, take that letter into your hand, and 
say if you had seen it at the post-oj£ce window, or lymg 
OA a table, whose hand-writing should you beKeve that 
to be impressed on that letter ? 

A.— The hand-writing pf Mr. Bingham. 

Q.— You must not compound your answer at all of 
any comparison you have made with your letters from 
this person ; but referring bacik to that character, formed 
in your mind by Mr. Bingham's band-writing, can you 
say whether you have a belief thai is or is not his hand- 
writing i 

A. — I can by a comparison of it with other haod^wri- 
ting. 

Q.— A comparison of a hand-writing with other hand- 
writing cannot be permitted : The qu^s^on is, whether 
|ke cbaraoter of that paper agrees with the character an- 
lacedeiMily impressed on your mind of Mr. Bingham'^ 
hand-writing? If you have no such knowledge, say so. 
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and there is an end of it. Have you any belief, or pre- 
vious knowledge, of Mr. Bingham's writing ? Referring 
to toat alone, and excluding every thing else, do yctr be- 
lieve that to be his hand«writing ? 

A. — I do. 

Q.*-r-Now open it ? i 

A,^ — I do firmly believe it. 

Q.»»What is your belief, sir, with respect to the con- 
tents of that letter? . ; « . 

A. — That they are likewise Mr. Bingham's hand-wri-* 

ting. 

\ 

< » •  

.... Samixel Atbee^ examined by Mr. Gabrow. 

Q. — Mr. Atree, I believe you are a smith at Mares- 
aeld? 

.A^-^yes, sir* 

Qv^H^v^ jou been employed occasionally Iby Mr. 
Bingham? , ,^; . . 

A. — Yes. 

 •- »* - • 

Q.— Have you received money from him for something 
be received ? 

A— .Yp<j 

Q.— Did he wri^e the. form of the receipjts ooc^^sipn^lly ? 
A.-— I cannot exactly speak to that. 
Q. — Have you seen him write ? 
A.— Yes, frequently, yes. 

Q.— And, besides that, frequently seeing his hand* 
writing ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

.1 • < 

Q. — Will you look at that, (handing the ihreatenii^ 
letter to him^) and say whether you believe that to b^ 
Mr. Bingham's hand-writing ? ; 
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A. — (After looking at it) I believe it is. 

Q. — Be so good as to open it : Do you believe that to 
be his hand-writing ? . - 

A.-^Jfier looking at it, he md) Thcfte is a resem- 
blance^ sir, certainly. 

Q.— Does that resemblance to the character youhave 
observed in his ^writing induce you to believe it to be 
his? 

A.— Yes, sir. " ' ' o • 

Q.— And do you, in your conscience, ^iieveit is his? 

A. — I do. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Common Serjeant. 
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Q,— .Were you a member of the Society for the Pr^>s^ 
cntion of Felons I 

A.*-Yest. - . 

M 

Q.—When did you first see that letter ? . 
.. A;— On a Thursday evening. ' 

Q,_Wa8 that the Thursday evening Richard Jetiner 
faid ibe -bad first seen it ,^ 
A.—- Yes, sir. 

Q.— Was John Maynard one of that society i 
A.— Yes. 

Q.— And Mr. Knight ? 

A. —Mr. Knight I think was not there that night* 
Q. — Mr. Trill is one of that society ? 
A.— No, sir. 
Q.-^He a not ? 
A; — No,' sir. * ' ' 

J Mr. Si;8AN, escmned h^ Mr* Qkwmxw. - 

Q,— Where do you reside, Mr. Susan i 
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A»-^At Bockilead* 

Q.-«-Hqw long have jqn known Mr. Bingham i 

A. — About four years^ sir^ I think* 

Q.<T-Haye you had acoasipp iq (rM9^t bii#in^w ivith 
him? 

A. — I have. 

Q» — ^To see hioi write f 

A. — ^I have. 

Q.— And to see bis hand-writing wh^n you h&'se pot 
seen him write ? 

A.— I have. 

Q. — ^Be so good, sir^ as to look at that letter f What 
was the natpre pi th^ bp^ipess yop transacted with him i 

A.— I discounted some bills for him ; I got them dia- 
counted for him. 

Q.— -That brought you frequently together^ and mail^ 
you acquainted with the manner of his writing i 

A.— It did. 

Q.««»Be so good as to cast your eye upon the hand- 
writing in that letter^ and say, fvom your acquaintance 
with Mr. Bingham's hand-writii^j whose hand-writing 
do you believe that to be ? 

A.— To be Mr. Bingham's. 

Q. — ^You believe that to be Mr. Bingham's ; have 3»oa 
any doubt that it is Mr. Bingham ? 
A.--«No, sir. 

Q.->-Have you any doubt as to eiifa^ of them ? 
A. — I have not, sir. 

Q. — Would you, in transactions between him and 
yourself, on that letter coming to you, wonld you have 
acted on it as his hand-writipg i 

A— I wxmM, though U i& <^gttised, ; I c^n see through 
the disguise. 
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fi.r-4wl ym h»!ffi w doubt thai it is Im hmi-mtir 
ting ? 

A.-— I have noli. 

Cfou-^xamned by Mr. Goe^ey. 

Q. — TAx. Susan^ have you been making any inquiry of 
ihe witnesses who have been examined^ what they have 
been asked to while you were standing on the outside? 

A. — I have not. 

Q. — ^You have not asked any of |he witnesses that have 
been examined what questions w^re put to them 1 

A*— No. 

Q.-»I mean (putting the words) have any x>( the wit- 
messesy examined tp haiid*wri(ing^ told you^ after ^ey 
came out^ *^ stick to your belief and that will do ?'' 

A.— No. 

Q.-- None of th^ ? 

A. — None of them. 

.fiij--Nc^iQg like 4;hat sukl? 

ii^*r-^PthiQ^# sir. 

Q.— -And you hi^y^ pot n^^e any inquiry of any Pfiii; 
of any of the witnesses ? 

A.— No. 

Q. — ^You are sure yet that you made no inquiry of 
any of them af tq ^le ppints they w^re e^^miQed to? 

Q.— Hi|« there bcieB^ ^ny thing sai4 ^\iQH ih^ evidence 

4!.— No, IK^thJiog. 

]^r.jGrA)RBpw««— Hav^e JQ^ ba4 mj <xmvewt|o;[p ^ith 
fx^j of tl^ 9jt^f|«(p04i<to the qoi^^iioiis ^^y .^er^ ^ked ? 
A.— No. 
j^T^r^^ 4}^ wjjfff\hejpi tell yop U> ^' stick l^o yppr beWfff 
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ntii that would' dof;'^or atiy>tbiiig relative to^tfae Chtise? 

A.— Nothing at all. 
Q.— That you swear most positively ? 
Mr. Seejeant Best.— My lord, that is the case on 
thepartof the pias^adon. ^ ,. - -" 
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The case on the part of the prosecution teing"lclo8ed. 

The Lord Chief Baron said, Mr. Bingh^/d6 you 

^wRfi to say any tMbgin your defence ? 

- • - ' «, 

The prisotier r^d ilu.folbwm§ d^mct : *\ . 

My Lord and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
The awful situation in which 1 am now plJiced"hefore 
you will sufficiently act^ount . to y6u for any agitatioa 
which you may have observed in my behaviour, or for any 
incorrectness that may exist in the few observations to 
which I earnestly request youFattehtioh; I am charged 
with having sent a threateriirig letter Winy ^iteighbour 
and friend, Mr. Richard Jenner.— Now, gentWmen, you 
are possessed of the feelings of ho&est men, and will 
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Te^ljr ^dmit^ ^bftt.itiinot leoinmpa. fqf 3»«d, even of the 
niQsl; depraved habits^ to commit dospesate crimes wiih^* 
0ut, j^me t^x^f4%\i0^^ or som^ in4Q0^p^i](t for sqqilfe 
cnWs, tQ-.^rjiw them frona tha li»e of jhejr.duty, Th^. 
miobdspf jnei^ heiog. dijQFerently fprpied, are apted^upoii^ 
by differeiit , motives ; the love, of reveoge may lead ooe 
2ii9niil.lo a -c^f^ ; jtbfi pursuit of ^omeJust or gr^tifica* 
tion mayjead ai^ther astray ;r>but, ^«iirely, gjwjtlemcft/^ 

iimf wY^r.has bef^.atf:instaa«e, wtii'mtho^knowtedgfij^ 

»Dy ^ yQM> ftf a; mail;- cpmnxiuiBg . a heinous, ^rime, arid 
exposipg ; biii)S€]f 19, igopmiqy and misery bere^,aa4 
eternal punishmeat h^eafter^ without being led so to 4o 
by any motive or temptation whatever. 

N^jkWy gjei^tleipen, let me earnestly entreat you > to consi**^ 
dpr vrhetb^r this is ^t e^cactly .the complexion ^of t{3^. 
crime } with which I^uafor|t^nately stfind accused befor/^ 
jQji^ffr-^Ths^, p^rspps who have given evidence §gainst 
me this day bave^-one and all of them^ admitted^ and the 
prosecutojr hiosM^elf has told you> no quarrel hadtakea 
place hetw:een him aodme ; that we were not only neigh* 
boDrs;b9t actually friends^ and^.to a certain extent, cooir 
panioQs :: — I c^n with real comfort assert, th^t> as I had 
nf ver been injured,.so I tieither did^ nor do now, harbour 
ally ilkwill towards him; his son and his nephew came 
daily to school .to. me:: is ^Qtthis, g$tlitlemen, the most 
c^^vipcing .proof of the estimation in whi^h I was held 
by.hijasi> and of my being on terms of perfect good neighs 
bf^prhppd with hiin, i 

r l^o!w» gentlemen, allow me' to ask you, as men and as 
^hlisti^«is, whptfeeir.. it. jcoulA ..enter into your hearts 
to l}piieviei#./thatI'i:fi|uId..do^ not (Msly so wicked, bat -so 
■foeHslfiLand. absurd, an act, and one so much without^ 
motive, aa that of iwhioh I have been so unhappily ac- 
cused i Bfutp if. I conldhave committed so horrid an aet^ 
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t not <nAy slKttiMI hfiive done it #iAoi«t any df thoii^ 
thr68 which confimonly gm&e or gi^ rirfe td IsBttMF 
lotions, blut in tihe face of every incbedinent i«4iaeh woiild> 
Ikive pleaded strongly on dfie other dide^ and wodld hare^ 
Withheld me from the perpetration ot it. Skonhf F 
not thereby have been riskiogiiie losft <tf the frietidriiip <»f 
n^ nearest neighbonr^*— exposing myself ta the aknoM*^ 
certain losi of my scholm^-^and bringing down dte* 
i^tmction on mysiell and on my family? Could i^^ gear-" 
llfdmen^ have been so werii: md stupid^ as well as ao^ 
Wickedy at to hare sent this letter, however disguised, inta 
liie house of my neighbour, and dropj^ it in the Veiy 
eye of my pupils, who were in the daily habit of sedng^ 
me write ? Gehtlemeu, this is not all : I hc^ tibis court 
will pardon me for intruding on its time wWlelpoitttf 
out a few circumstances which I tlunk Will render it akHce 
improbable that I could be guilty of the crime impaled 
Uime : one of these boys, and only one, gentlemen, hM 
lemarked that he ihonght he saw the paper drop to- the 
ground a little behind my horse ; if by that he had 
thought it had dropped from my person, would it ns^ 
have been natural for him, since I was only at , the 
dutance of W oc 50 yards before him> to have called to 
me and said something has dropped from you i Bat tlie 
boy who was his companion did not tell the same tale ; 
he saw nothilig of the dropping of the letter ; and Jofani 
Jenner, when he gave die letter to his mother, wondered 
I had not picked it up ; and this waa admitted before the 
amgistrates. If this boy had seen me drop the letter, 
or had thought I dropped it, would he not have said so to 
bis mother ten minutes after he hadpieked it upf Snreiy 
yon will allow that this is important; that, for four 
weeks after it wae picked up, he never oomnmnicated to 
his fiB^her or mother that be saw it drop fcom me at sdl^ 
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dial Wat ii ffahig kept in hk onTtt breadt tffl he wa» etft*- 
mined^ after the transaction took pHab^.-^Had he men^' 
don^d thifli to bis ntother when he delivered hef the 
htm, dhe wonM not have observed^ sfhe Mppiosed it fad^ 
been dropped by the foresters^ at the mohient her son told! 
her he sat^ it drop front hts^ teacher. 

There is great incoMitteitey hi this prft of thfe case. 

Let us (tee likewise what the nt other said z-^that, when 
she opened the letter^ dfie ii(ras much frightened, aild ob^ 
served to the boys that it tntist hftve been dropped by the 
feresters. Now, John Jenner wonH naturally have 
qnieted his mother':^ fear^ by saying h had dropped 
from me ; but no such thing was iftenllioned to her^ or 
^iren to tbfe fiither. If the boy, at that time, htA really 
Believed it had feHen from me, Would he not have said? 
* No, mother, dcf not be afraid of the forester^, for I bM 
ahlHM <M»*1ll^i^ in Ml frOm Mr. Bingham, and that he 
must have meant it as a joke ?'' But you are told by the 
■Hodief no s«lch Imigui^e fell ironr her son, biit that be 
hnud only picked it up; What,, then, gentlemen, must be 
tfiie eoBclosion ? Is it Mt that this boy, without a thought^ 
1 trust even without any idea in his own mind to speak 
ilntittiy, since th^ reports so ingeniously and indnstribusly 
spsead i^gainst' me, has imagined something in his mind 
wfaich never really existed, and which he never thought 
of till he beard these reports: this has been the frequent 
sidigeet of conversation in the neighbourhood,, and not 
only children but men, after they have heard things re*- 
ported, will fancy that they have seen something that 
resembles them ; but, on the other hand> had he really 
Sten the letter wai^tring in the air, I must remark it. 
emald be proved the road was not a common road but a 
foad of a deep sand, where the horses' feet will go five 
iV'Siif'iiiefaes .dofm at every step, which, as I cantered 
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along^ .must have thrown up a considerable qnaatity of 
$and, and the letter in the air behind my horse. . 

It would be taking up the time of the court in va^irL 
to trouble you with farther observations on the natuieof 
the evidence adduced against me. and which will be 
explained to you by the learned judge, who presides in 
this court, infinitely better than I can do. 

Let me, therefore, only entreat you, gentlemen, to divest 
your minds of every bias which the various reports that 
have been industriously circulated against me may have 
occasioned ; let me earnestly supplicate you to pause and 
most deliberately to examine the evidence (independently 
of any of the reports which, undoubtedly, have reached 
your ears, and most ears in this kingdom) brought 
against me, and pause on that before you> by your 
verdict, consign me, on such slight circumstances as 
have been stated, to eternal ignominy, and my niijne- 
rods family to wretchedness and misery. A suspicioa 
once raised against an individual, however free from 
guill, travels on swift and rapid wings ; and,, in a country 
village, where the object is above, the class of the vulgar^ 
other circumstances are added, and they are soon willing 
lo believe the fact and fancy they do believe it ; but, I 
trust, you, in your justice, will endeavour to divest your- 
selves -of all prejudices, and will confine yourselves 
^rictly to the evidence. It is hardly possible for mea 
to divest themselves of all the prejudices they have im- 
bibed from the reports of others, and what was slight 
suspicion one day, by the tongue of rumour is converted 
iflto positive proof the next. 

I do not complain to you of any evidence given against 
mej Lhatr«aa doubt .tbat^bosrevef;:. their, minds migbi. 
be4>i:pjudiQedj^'they have done the utmost in their pow^ 
to lay aside that prejudice, but it is almost impossibly foK 
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human nature to do it. This business has been the constant 
conversation^ for three months past^ of all the little clubs 
and parties in the neighbourhood, and^ therefore^ withoat 
wishing to insinuate any thing against the character of 
the witnesses, it is obviops how much they have beea 
exposed to prejudice from groundless reports, and how 
difficult it is to lay that prejudice aside. It is almost 
impossible by evidence to repel such a charge as this ; 
circumstances, and circumstances only, a^re proposed to 
you, on which you are to presume my guilt.— What can I 
adduce but circumstances to prove my innocence, and 
arguments to shew the extreme improbability of my 
having committed so horrible a crime. The learned 
judge will, I have no doubt, tell you, that to establish a 
positive contradiction, in a case of this nature, would be 
a task almost beyond the reach of human power. But, at 
the time when the letter was said to be found, I do not 
deny I was on that road at the time mentioned by the 
boys, that I passed them on horseback^ and that I joked 
with them ; it was my constant practice, and my looking 
back after them was a natural circumstance ; and, although 
I looked back to see how they took the joke, I presume 
that cannot imply I looked back to see whether they had 
taken up a letter which I had neither dropped nor seen* 

I will not take up more of your time, or that of the 
court, but in expressing my earnest and unfeigned 
thanks for your attention, and for the indulgence that has 
been granted me. 

I shall leave my cause, under the direction of Almighty 
God, in your hands ; humbly, but confidently, hoping that 
you will, by your verdict of this day, acquit me of this 
tlreadfiil charge, and thereby restore me to society, to my 
profession, to the arms of my afflicted family, and th^ 
support of my almost innumerable pffspring. 
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EVIDENCE 



FOR THE PRISONER. 



John Res d, examined by Mr, Common Sebjbant. 

Q, — Mr, Reed, I beKieve you are a stationer f 
A.—- Yes. 

Q. — And reside in London ? 

A. — In Watling-street^ No. 28, at the comei: of Bow- 
lane. 

Q. — Have you been in the habit, sir, of supplying the 
sh^ps around, and particularly in the neighbourhood oi, 
Maresfield^ with paper I 

A. — ^Yes, sir- 

Q. — Among others did you serve the shop of Mr. 
Hobbs,of Newick, four miles from Maresiield^ 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — Do you know the distance, to the best of your 
recollection, from Maresfield ? 

A. — About three miles. 

Q. — It is in the neighbourhood of Maresfield ? 

A. — Yes, sir, or nearly so. 

Q. — Among the paper that you have furnished therein 
was there any paper bearing the water-mark of Evans 
and Sons, and of the date of 1806 i 

A. — Yes, sir ; I have had occasion to sell a great deal 
of Mr. Evans's paper, which is manufactured at Derby^ 
and is o^ the date of 1806. 
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Q. — Hare yoa sent any of that ^prt of paper down to 
Mr.^Hobbs in Newickf 
A. — Yes. 

Q. — ^Hare yorti supplied 9ther shops, within the neigh- 
bourbood of Maresfield, with similar paper ? 

A. — Yes, I have. 

Q.— You have supplied other shops ? 

A. — Yes, sir, at Framfield. 

Q.— That is two miles from Mareafield ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.— Have you sent any with that water-mark to Mr. 
Holland, of Biickstead ? 

A. — I cannot speak with that confidence as to Mr. 
Holland. 

Q.— But you sent it to Frwafield ? 

A, — Yes, sir. 

Q. — How far is Framfield from Maresfield ? 

A.— Not above two miles. 

Q. — ^Tben,of your own knowledge, paper, bearing th,e 
water-mark of Evans and Sons, and of the date of 1806, 
was circulating among the people in the neighbourhood 
of Mareafield? 

A. — Yes, ye3, 1 have a perfect knowledge of that. 

Cross-examined fty Mr. Poole t. 

Q-— When was it yon sent this paper to Mr. H<*bsy nt 
Newick, and to the persons at Framfield f 

A.— I have been in the habit of supplying Mt. Hobbs 
with paper these seven years. 

Q.— I want to know for what time yon ha^e served 
Mr. Hobbs with this paper ? 

A.— I think for the last year and a half, or two years. 

Q«— Wifh that paper of 1806? 

G 2 
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A. — Occasionally taking an order in six months. 

Q.— Did you serve him before that period with paper 
with such water-mark i 

A.— I am not positive ; 1 cannot speak positively. 

Q.-« VVhat is your customer's name at Framfield f 

A, — ^Turner, 

Q. — How many years have you supplied him ? 

A.— Eight or ten years. * 

Q.— How long with the paper of Evans and Sons ? 

A. — About the same time that 1 have Mr. Hobbs,— 
about a year and a half or two years? 

Q.— Had you any other paper in your shop at that 
time except paper bearing the water-mark of Evans and 
Sons, and of t6e date of 1806; had you then in your 
shop the paper of any other manufacturers? 

A. — Yes, sir; I do not confine myself to one maker 
only, but I am in a general way a stationer. 

Q. — A stationer, not selling the paper of one particular 
maker; but you had in your shop, at the same time, the 
paper of other paper-makers ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — How can you tell that the paper you sent dowu 
to these two persons, Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Turner, might 
not be the paper of the other makers, and not paper of 
the manufacture of Evans and Sons? 

A. — I speak with a degree of confidencje, because I had 
so large a quantity at that period with that particular name. 

Q. — ^That induces you to think you sent some of that ; 
but you cannot undertake to say it was that paper ? 

A. — When I saw the paper sold to my customers.— 
' Q. — But you cannot now be certain that the paper that 
was sent to those persons was of Evans and Sons manu- 
facture? 
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A.— -I can cmly speak that my having bought a v^ry large 
qtiantity of Mr* Evans's paper makes me think so. 

Q. — ^My question is^ that you cannot take on yourself 
to swear that the pap^r you had sent to those persons in 
the neighbourhood of Maresfield was of the manufac* 
ture of Evans and Son i 

A.— I can swear so^ having a great quantity of the 
paper of Evans and Son ; that makes it clear in my own 
mind that I sent some of the same manufacture tQ the 
Rev. Mr. Bingham with the same water-mark. 

LoBD Chief Baron. — Having had a much greater 
quantity of the paper of Evans and Sons than of any 
other maker> you/ conclude your customers must have 
received some of that ? 

A. — Yes, my lord. 

Q. — Yousupplied your customers with the paper of 
other manufacturers but you had most of that quality i 

A. — Yes; were I to be asked whether I could speak so 
confidently respecting Mr. Bingham, there might be a 
distant shadow of a doubt^ although' I cannot form any 
at present. The question you put to me is^ that 1 have 
other paper-makers besides Evans and Sons. 

Q. — ^Then I take it for granted if you sent paper to 
Mr. Bingham you believe it came to him i 

A. — I took orders from these persons. _ 

Q. — ^When was it that an application was first made to 
you about giving evidence. 

A. — I have got th^ date of the subpoena. 

Q. — I wish to know the date of it, if you please, sir. 

A.— Sunday, 25th March. 

Q. — Were you ever applied to before that day about 
this paper ? 

A. — ^The l£tb of February, I see, I had sent tome this 
paper. 



 Q.— Who^ af^f^ied w you, sir ? 

A. — I believe Mr. Guiti/ btother lo the solieitor«r 

Q.— -Did aoy person apply^ on tbe part of th^ prosecu- 
tion, to knew whether you couk) givd evkience cnh this 
subject? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.-i-When, sir ? When was it that they fim applied ; 
tvhen was it they made appKcatien to you for Infinritia? 
tion ? 

A, — I think it was last Friday. 

Q.— Not before ? 

A. — Not before ; i think HOt. 

Q.~- That was afier Mr. Gui» bad made appUcatron to 
you on the part of Mr. Bingham ? 

A. — Yes, it was. 
' Q.^—I understand you, at thai time, r^ttsed to give 
any ipfofiiaafion > 

A.-^No, SIP ; Mv. Ellis's elei k came and read over some 
iqoestfons to me: there seemed to be three qaestions 9 I 
said, if yov put them simply I will give yoo a distinct 
answer, to tbe best of my kaowkdge, — ^Jrlc wxote tbea 
down and left them, »nd said, when will you g^ve me 
an answer to them ? To-morrow- He left the questions 
with me in writing, which I have in my pocket-book. 
The next time he broagbt me a sabpo&na, and gave me a 
istibpoena wkhoat saying any more. 

Re-examuied by H^h'. Common Serjeant. 

Q. — This gentleman having put some questions into 

vvritiug, left them with you, and did not choose to call 

for any answer ? 

A. — He did not call for an answer, but left a sabpoena* 

Q. — Had you any earthly reason whatever for thi»king 
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yoti aent qr for sending difiorent papers tp Mr* Bingbm^ 
from that which you furniihed to your otb^r <:«9tomer» 
in the neighbourhood f 

A,— No, sir, by no means. 

Q. — Have you the slightest doubt in youi owiimiQ4 
that you sent that kind of paper into th^ neigtibourhood 
that bears the water^mark of Eva^s and Sons, 1806 :— 
have yoi^ any doubt that you si^nt pap^r of that descrip- 
tion the same as you sent to Mr» Bingham i 

A. — Not the leaat. 

Q. — Did that then constitute the larger part of your 
stock ? 

A.'^It 4id. I had a very large sta<?k of that manu- 
facturer ; I sent it into the neighbourhood. 

Q. — Must it not have been extraordinaryi if you had 
sent any other i 

A.— I wished to sell the larger stock off. 

WihhiAH CsAKv, cmmined by Mr. Gvrn]|y. 

• • # • 

Q. — Mr. Cramp, I believe you are the keeper of the 
House of Correction at Lewes ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — Do you remember, in the month of December last, 
Mr. Richard Jenner calling on youj and shewing you the 
letter in question ? 

A. — No» sir, not in December, 

Q, — Was it in January ? 

A. — ^Yes^ sir, early in January ; the 12th of January ; 
he did not shew me the letter, but conversed with me on 
the subject of that letter. 

Q. — Did he tell you by whom he believed the letter 
had been written i 

A«-*-He said he wished to have some conversation with 
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tne respecting a man I bad in my cnBtody^of the name 
of WOliam Best> charged with a felony. 

Mr. GuRNEY. — Well, sir. 

Witness. — He said I had heard of a threatening let- 
ter chat had been sent against him or to him. ' 

Mr. GuRNEY. — ^Well. 

Witness. — £ said I had. He said I had got a man 
m my custody of the name of Best : — he wished to exa- 
mine him in respect of the writing of that .letter, for he 
bad no doubt he knew the writer of that letter, for, or 
as, he was one of the fifty brave fellows. 

Q.— Did he say brave or good fellows ? 

A. — Either the one or the other ; he repeated the let- 
ter to me. I think he said he had left it with Mr. Hop- 
per, but said he would shew it to me another day. 

Q. — He said there was no doubt he (Best) knew the 
writer of that letter? 

A, — ^Yes, he said there was no doubt it was written by 
some of the people called foresters ; they were a people 
that had taken possession of a great part of the forest^ 
and had firmly established themselves there, and were a 
set of people that lived upon plunder chiefly ; that the 
gentlenien and the farmers were continually robbed and 
plundered ; there was no doubt that it was done by ^hese 
set of people; there was no doubt I should be able to 
get out of him who the writ^ was ; and there is no doubt 
he must know it, and I will lell you a circumstance to 
shew you he niust know it; that his old father was heard 
a few days ago to say, '^ Now, my son Will is in jail, I 
am afraid the troth will come out about this letter.'* I' 
remarked to him, my Lord, I was surprised that the gen- 
tlemen did not take measures to root out that gang of 
thieves before they had made so strong an establishn^ent. 
He said he and the other farmers had done every thing 
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ID their power to root them out, and they would have 
done sOy but there wits a gentleman tiiat had not doae 
his duty ; that^ if be bad done it, every thing would have 
been right. If it is necessary I will mention the genikv 
man's name. 

Mr. GuRNEY. — No, it is not necessary. 

Witness. — Then I will not; it was^not the prisoner. 
. Q. — It was plain, that they and the fajmers were not 
upon good terms? 

A. — Certainly. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Poolbt. 

Q. — What day was this ? 

A. — ^The 12th of January last. 

Q.— Was that before you had Mr. Bingham in cus- 
tody ? 

A. — I do not recollect what day Mr. Bingham was 
brought into custody ; I think Mr. Bingham was brought 
into custody on the £3d of January. 

Q. — He said a set pf foresters resided about Mares- 
field, who lived by plunder, and that it was don^ by that 
aet of people ? 

A. — ^They had not sufficient property to support them, 
and they must live by plunder ; that was what he repre- 
sented. 

Q. — ^And he represented Best was understood to be a 
person of that description ? 

A. — Certainly, to be a man of that description. 

Q. — He made this application to you, to see whether 
J0U could not get some infom^ation from Best respecting 
this letter? 

A. — Certainly. 

Q.— r And he was confirmed iq that by what Best's fa- 
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tber said, that his son William was now in jail^ and be 
was afraid the truth wouldcome out in jail, but his bc-^ 
lief seemed to be founded on what the father said re- 
specting Best :— Was it so ? 

A.— No, I think not. 

Q. — He told you that circumstance to satisfy ypu lihat 
Bestmlist know it, and that circtimstance to confirm his 
opinion was the declaration of Best's father, and that 
was one of the circumstances that induced him to beliera 
that he (Best) knew by whom it was written ? 

A.— That was one of the circumstances that induced 
him to that belief. 

Q- — He did not tell you it came from any one person i 
A. — No, sir^ he did not. 

Re-examined by Mr. Gurney. 

Q.— Did he represent himself, when he was with you, 
that he was in danger ? 
A. — Yes. 

Q. — Did he tell you what precautions he had taken to 
guard against it ? 

A.— -Every precaution. He said, nothing they could 
<}o would intimidate him. 
Q.— Did he tell you what he cajrried in his pockets ? 
A. •—I cannot say. 

Q. — Did he say he carried loaded pistols in his pockets? 
A, — I cannot say. 

Q.— I, believe it was he that brought Best to your 
house f 

A. — That was for felony, for which hp was acquitted 

at the ensuing quarter sessions. 
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LobdS0Bffield,«»hwn0<{ 2y Mr.CoMXOir Ssbjbant. 

Q.— Lord Sheffield, how far is Sheffield-Pwk from tb« 
pkee where Mr. Kngham i^esides i 

A.--*About three mik». 
' Q.— Prom your place to where Mr. Bingham resides? 
How many years, my Lord, have ycu known Mr. Bing- 
bam? 

A. — I knew him soon af^ier he resided at curate at 
Maresfield, about 5 years ago. In coi[iaequence of the 
disorders of the p^thh, and for curing those disorders, 
there is no person in the county that has been more Ciili- 
gent than he has been. A great many of the cromplaints 
that have been made, in regard to public houses and 
^£fer«Qt disorders that have been remedied^ have been a 
great deal of the cause of that rancour that 'has been 
^hewa against htoi. 

Q.— Of his conduct as a man, apd as a clergymau^^ 
what is your Lordship^s opinion of him? 

A. — I have bad a very gpod opinipn of him, especially 
mi account of hia exerci^ins to suppj^ess the bad* morals 
eS the people called Foresters, in that neighbourhood ; 
I feimd him more active than any b^idy in carrying into 
effect the instruetiona given at the Sessions. 

Mr. GuRN £Y.-**Before this time, my lord, did it come 
to your knowledge that threatening letters bad beep 
dropped in the neighbourhood ? 
• A. — Several. 

Mr. Archdeacon Doyley, examined by Mr. Gurney. 

Q. — Mr. Doyley, I believe you reside at Buckstead, 
in the neighbourhood of Maresfield f 
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A. — I do. 
• Q. — How long^ sir, have yon known Mr 'Biogbam? 

A. — Ever since he has been curate of Maresfield; 
seven or eight years. 

Q. — What has been his conduct, sio. as a man, and 
as a clergyman, during that period? 

A. — He has done every thing that is worthy of a good 
man. He was very attentive to the morals of the people^ 
in regard to public houses, and has a great deal of merit 
in founding a charity-^scbool. , 

^ Q.-^-Did he do every thing a clergyman could do ta 
promote good morals in his neighbourhood^ and to teach 
his parishioners their duty ? 

A.— Itfiinkh^did. 

John Martin Cripps, Esq. examined by Mr. Courtup, 

• • -  > , 

Q.— Mr. Cripps, you are a magistrate of this county^ 
and reside at Lewes? 

A. — I am. 

Q.— Do you know the Rev. Robert Binghftm? 

A. — Yes, I knew him when he was curate of Wesi 
Wrinston, from 1802 to 1804, I had frequent opportu- 
nities of .dining with him, and on all occasions his con<* 
duct was perfectly correct. He was excessively attached 
to his country, and has done a great deal of geod. He 
was a man of integrity and honour, and no man surpassed 
him as a kind parent and an affectionate husband. At 
that time he had eight or nine children, I believe be 
Mas now eleven. 

Mr. Common Serj ban t,-— Twelve. 
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ReV. Mr. TvsLtftUyexaminedfy'M.r. Common Serjeant. 

Q. — ^What is your Christian name^ Mr. Tamerf 

A, — Richard, sir. 
" Q. — I do not know in what part of the county yott 
reside, sir. 

A.— At Hatfield, 

Q.— rHow long have you known the Rev. Robert 
Bingham ? 

A.<— I think more than ten years. 

Q. — During that time what has been his conduct as a 
clergyman^ and a man i 

A. — As Far as it ever came within my observation, cor- 
rect and rigid. 

Q. — ^That is his general character, as far as it has come 
within your observation ? . 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — Has he been attentive to the morals of bis parish- 
oners? 

A.— I believe he has. 

Q. — What is the number of his children at present? 

Mr. PooLBT.^ — I object to that question. 

Lord Chief Baron. — It ought to be a general in- 
quiry. 

Mr. Common Serjeant.— I would ask yon, if I 
might be permitted, whether he was an attentive father 
in bringing up his children. 

Mr. PooLEY interposing, — It is not pleasant for me^ 
as counsel for the prosecution, to object to that question; 
but it is equally unpleasant for me not to do my duty. 

John Newnham, Esq. was^ here, called but did not 
answer. 
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RiCHABD BnAiTTORB^ exanuttcd by Mr. Cotjrtui'. • 

Q. — Mr. Bradford, you have been acquainted with Mr- 
Bitigham these three or four years? 

A. — Yes, I have, sir. 

Q« — From the opportunities of your knowing him, and 
your acquaintance with him, what has been ydut opinidtk 
of his general character ? 

A.— The impression on my mind has been very much 
in his favour, since he has resided in the parish of Mares- 
field, both as a man and a parish-priest. 

Mr. George Mott, examined by Mr. Gurney. 

Q. — Where do you reside, sir ? 
A. — I reside at Brighton. 

Q. — Have you known Mr. Bingham, sir, for any 
length of time ? 

A. — I have known him, as nearly as I can recollect, 
eleven years. 

Q- — I beg to ask you, sir, during the whole of that 
time, what character has he maintained ? 
A. — I think a very good one indeed. 
Ci. — Both as a clergyman and as a man ? 
A. — ^Yes. 

Rev. Sackville Bayle, examited by Mr. Gornby. 
Q.— Mr. Bayle, how long have you known lllr. Bing- 

A. — Ab^ikit four y^i*s. 

Q.— I beg to ask you> during that time what character 
has he maintained i ; 
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A.-^I never heard any ill of him, and in all respects 
be was most exemplary. 

Mr. Common Serjeant.-— I shall not trouble you 
with any mote magistrates of the county. 



CHARGE. 



LoKD Cmiev Baron. — Gentlemen of the j«ry, the 
case which has been laid before you is otfe of those that 
requires yo«r best attention, for many reasons : In the 
first place, it is a case to which you should do justice, 
and to which you would wish to do justice ; but it cannot 
be attained, in the present instance, without a painful 
attention to a great variety of circumstances : some things 
must be joined together, and you must discriminate 
others. On the one side, one thing is clear : it appears 
that the character and life of this gentleman, and his 
functions, render the commission of an offence^ such as 
is imputed to him, very improbable : at first sight, k 
certainly does. 

In the next place, I do not discover here any advan- 
tage or any gratification he was to receive by writing 
this incendiary letter, addressed to a person, in the 
parish, with whom he was living on the most friendly 
terms. In general^ we find some motive, some pecuni- 
ary interest,' some pecuniary circumstance, that leads 
to die commissioii of offences, or that the criminal did 



it to revenge himself for some supposed or real iBJury, 
or from the motive of malic^^ and to give pain to his 
neighbours from some difference or other; but, io the 
present instance^ it seems to be absolutely gratis, or it 
is impossible this gentleman should have committed this 
crime. In general, you will look for some motive or 
other to lead a man to commit a crime for which he 
must be hanged. It is rarely that we s^e people doing; 
acts which are to affect their lives without any visible 
motive: they are actuated by the diabolical motive of 
revenge, or. some other wicked motive. But,"* in the 
course of the administration of criminal justice, there 
have been instances of persons found guiltj'^of offences 
where no motive has Appeared : it may undoubtedly be 
the case^ but that can only be where you see a case so 
clearly proved, though yon- do not see any object the 
nian had in doing it, the evidence against him is so clear, 
so strong, so powerful, that, although we perceive no 
motive, we suppose he must have had a secret motive. 
The evidence is so strong and irresistible that he has com- 
mitted the offence, though without rhyme or reason, he 
is guilty; but, in a case where the evidence is not so 
s^ong, and where there may be a reasonable doubt on 
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the subject, *^ in that case the tables are turned the other 
way. Whereas, in this case, no possible reason can be, 
assigned for doing this outrage to society : where it it 
done without any adequate reason, that evidence most 
be excessively blear indeed, which is to dispense with 
all guilty motives. It ought to be one of those cases in 
which yon most clearly see your way, in the absence of 
any guilty motive, before you pronounce a verdict 
against a prisoner. If you have any doubt,' then past 
character comes in and tttrns the scale in favour of the 
prisoner, but character cannot avail agsdnst demonstra« 



tioiir; tbat it eaimot do* But ia caset ^vlitre a JQty ca»* 
aot see their way clearly, then, and tben only, character 
avails; because^ certainly^ when the balance it doubtfui^ 
and neither side clearly preponderates, character comet 
in and justly turns the scale in favour of the accused. 

With these preliminary observations let us now pro» 
ceed to sum up the evidence. 

The first is a very young witness: with respect tp inge» 
nuousness or disingenuonsaess> young witnesses, are the 
best or the worst If they are ingenuous tliey are the 
best, and if disingenuous, the worst. In the present 
instance, this boy seems to be an ingenuous and well«edo* 
cat^d boy, and, in all instances, means to be correct; be 
is a fine well-behaved boy, and, no doubt, what he says 
he believes is true: I make these observations on his 
character ; but his tender age makes him more liable to 
error and mistake^ and therefore you will watch over his 
evidence. 

He says he is the son of Mr. Richard Jenner, that he 
knows Mr. Bingham, that he is the clergyman . of the 
parish of Maresfield, he has been at school with him. 
It is more than two or three years ago since be first 
went. 

He has been frequently, in the course of bein^ at school^ 
and that Mr. Bingham had taught him to write, and 
that he had seen him write ; on Sunday, December l6th, 
he went to church, with his brother and cousin, they 
went at 10 o^clock, that the prisoner was at church, and 
performed the service there; the church is about half a 
mile from his father's house ; that, as they were going 
home from churchi Mr. Bingham overtook them on 
horseback, and said^ in a jesting way, go out of the 
way or I will ride over you ; he was at that time canferr 
ing on^ and that when Mr. Bingham got past them thej 
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89*;^ mei^ fnUn. dU> ^iii(ii|iicfg oo the grmiftd ; he cn4 
119^ #fQF thpfdihUi^ eiiae% dinopped from the pcrsott 
9ff Af T;^ SiftghftWi At tbaft time iiewss ^faout SO er4a 
]mdi» 4i«lW(m. H« doee.nof know where the leuior 
dropjiiidi^osP4. he saw il Jbafoze the lettoractiiaUy giot to- 
tilAt^fPiW^* : He did iiotiflee it so high from the ground 
as his own head, about 3 feet high. He aftya his reasom> 
A^rtthi^k^^iQa^tei&frQOi.Mn Bingham was because he 
9MS it iyiog to tbfs graui^ At. that time he says the* 
priaoBer ms a «hon distance hefote die ktter. The 
IfAlf^ kf ptc iloAttng^ or wwiorir^ ha the aif ; 
-:Jfow:> it is fiu»t eas^ntial^ in a cause of this sort, thai, 
you should be satisfied the prisoner at- the bar is> the 
pqnson wfaaset that letter* agoing, ahbough the word 
which the act of pavliatneat U8«8 is the w6rd< ^^ se&di'ngy** 
it admits of a. larger sense th$ui- it has in common par- * 
lance^ and^m the jadveiiil sense that has been given to ii, ^ 
would include the case of a person dropping a letter, * 
though it might never reach the person to whom' it was 
dwected. Noj»^ here is the absence of any positive and 
direct evide»ce> to - shew the prisoner at the bar set this 
letter dgoing, auit satisfied you must be that' he sent 
that letter, and nothing will satisfy you but the most 
cobcksive evidence ; you must be satisfied as you would 
be if a witness st^nore he saw him give it to me. Now 
the evidenee of that boy consists of these circumstances ; 
h^, saw the letter flying in the air ; he saw it fali; but he ' 
ciaaot undertake to say the. letter fell' from Mr. Bing- 
ham's. peixsoQ, and you must be satisfied of that ; but he 
cyioa^ undertake to say it caime from Mr. Bmgham'a 
person, aind-when he saw it touch the ground Mr. Bing- 
hmtL was two or three j^ds before iW He says that no 
onewfti^ near that place, where the letter fell, but My. 
B(pghan: hot itbai;, he did; inde<!di see a inan, and 






wbtilid^^ inii^ iwo' cbiwen^ turn tte corner l>e?ore th% 
prisoner came up, and were more than 30 or 40 ro<J^ 
liefBi*fe hith: Ke clicl no^t t'hiiik they nac(* turned round the, 
cbi^ii^i^ before the leVtef. drbppetl) thougli he is riot quite^ 
sli^^. ' ttepibted' lip the letter. ' ' 

'H^*(iyfr. Knghani) maVeshfinself known to these c!iil- 
drttf, j(il& jokes with thfeto ramillarly^ so that his person 
waSf perfectly kWwn to tliein! • Now that is their skua-' 
tfbn ;— ne was in the situation of beiuj^ known by themj 
tijsit' hV sliould cbiiimif a capital, fefdny, by taking this, 
Ifeft^i' odt of* his poctet and dropping it' qh*' the rba^T 
i^hrch*was thd sUf^* joieans 'oiP eVposih himsefi^' not iq 
thViniri; atiJ vforiiaii*, and" to th<^ two' children, but' to" 
rftdjy it 'iH the *face of* two* witnesses, who knewKmp^* 
fe6t1y; fSf' th^' purpose' of committing a capitkl crime^ 
and he could' rlftt possibly suppose 'they would not see it. 
TRtiV he sKorftf 'have tak^eti the opportunity of dbin^ thiV 
iii* tHe-prcsenbef of th^esfe tWoiadi; to whbmhe* was'welf 
'Miown: is sflmo^t^inci'edible; I* nifehtion that here in 
K^&!k\ th!at ybu' tnay* look' at it with attehtiotiV ' 

Nfext^ he tells yoii 'he' looked hack to lif m' and his coiism' 
verj^mbchi to see whether'they had detected him : what 
dWildW expect? \^hat otcJaSibn wafe thejfe to lobtba6k'?* 
He looked* back^e^ttferaelyi t6 sefe what they would do on' 
the supposition of his having dropped this letter 'from 
his pocket; tb's^e Wh'eth6r they would pickiip the letter 
and' whether they would' become witnesses. He then' 
c«lrried1t to his niother. It Wa^ wafered'up. When the' 
Ifetter vi'fts* pickfed up the* witness said he thbughr'itwas 
tlieprtsoners hand-writing,' ahd'the otlier boy, his cousin^ 
thought it was' not. Now, therefore,' oh the first blusK* 
of thii^ biisinefes/ wd'Kave tKese 'two" scholars "of" Mri 
BiYigham% the one holding it toVe'his hand-writing arid 
tbie othfer holding it *nbt to be his letter. It was after- 
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Wttrds stated, this hand-writiog was eonceivecl to be Mr. . 
ifidgham^s^ from the general look of it. He went next 
ihoming, hand fide, to ask for a christmas^piece^ wben 
Mr. Bingham said to bim, well, John, yon found a pretty 
letter yesterday? John answered; yes, sir, I did, and 
said nothing farther. That was abont nine o'clock jn the 
morning. But afterwards it appears in evidence, that, 
a conversation had taken place between Mrs. Jenner and 
Mrs. Bingham respecting this letter^ on the preceding 
^ay, so that the fact of its being found was very well 
known on both sides. If the prisoner at the bar was ao 
iar devoid of all his senses and of common reason, as is, 
frequently the case of persons committing crimes; sup*, 
pose him to be so far devoid of sense as to throw dpwa 
tlAs letter, and they had looked and seen him do it, and. 
when' the witness called on him the next morning, he 
sbonld say, John you found a J>retty letter yesterday*. 
Yes, this lad had found a letter, and undoubtedly a letter, 
aCcorciing to the charge^ according to the evidence, a 
letter which he had personally dropped out of his own 
pocket. And yet the next morning he said this unnatu- 
ral, to be sure it is, and egregious folly ;" but whether so 
egregious as may be imputed to smy body, is what youv 
will consider, wben you hr?ve heard the rest of the evi- 
dence, on the cross-examioation. 

The mother had shewn it to the father when he came 
home, who mentioned it afterwards to the prisoner him*- 
self. If the witness had seen Mr. Bingham throw it. 
down, (he does not say that he did,) but if he had been 
fully persuaded in his own mind that it had been drop- 
ped by Mr. Bingham, if any of you, for instance, gen- 
tlemen, had seen a letter fall out of the. pocket of ano- 
ther, what would you say ? Here is a letter, I saw John 
Thompson drop it out of his pocket. But what this wit* 
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»i?sB swears shews his difBdence of Ju coming cut of liis 
|focket« - He is by no means sure ii came from his per- 
son. And if Mrl Jenner shews his diffidence in his own 
supposition^ that he did not see it drop firom Mr. BIng« 
'ham's person^ it is an important circumstance as to tlU 
mother^ when the witness brought the letter to her^ he 
did not give it her a^ Mr. Bingham's letter. 

It turns out afterwards that Mr. Bingham's hand^writr 
ing could not be verj well knowii to his scholars. Wheii 
they got the length of joining letters^ it appears^ frbib 
the evidetice^ he gave them' copper<-platie copies to write 
from. This young man had gone to school to Mr. 
"Bingham and he saw his hand* writing of course. Wil« 
liam^ his cousin^ had frequent opportunities also^ from 
having been at his school> and even down to the l&st 
holidays^ of seeing him write^ and contradicts the other 
bbyj John^ in bis notion of the hand- writing of' M(« 
iBingham. He himself never got common paper to 
write on from Mr. Bingham. He was accustomed to b^ 
furnished with paper by his father. 

To a question put to himj he said it fell on the lefl^ 
band side. He was then re-examined by Mr. Pooley^ on 
the part of the prosecution. 

It does not appear to me improbable^ that this letter 
might have been kicked up by the horses feet in the road, 
where it is a littlo sandy. If it were known that this 
man and woman and two children were of the description 
of foresters^ it might have been left in the road by them ; 
and, in a sandy road, a horse will throw up sand to a 
pretty considerable height, or any other object. I asked 
the witness whether he did not think it might be kicked 
up in the road by the horses feet, and he said he did 
not think it was kicked up from the ground. « 

This is the testimony of John Jenner^ the first witness ; 
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.^Re bc^y. aiyl .^b J.l yf^,^,^e, ffl /"^ <^ W"S5V^ 
j^ugb tj»ere pi;* Mi?i^p^,qf ,[*f^^» at^^ ^P^^vp^ S(ff- 

the duty in th^,,cji,ifrcb t^ftt ^y. ; Jj^ Rflp . pt .^^|ft fip^ftf. 

qut of js^^. Aiid. ,9J; ^the 8^9 time he |a^ j^ ^iip a^ 

saw no ; paper till he came very near it. He saw it on 

i^rT > " ? ;5 'T. '/?:.i"'^ frn ; ".'v'i'i (if :; * '"* .• /' /•' -ja 

tlie grouad before it was picked up. He saw it three or 
Tour yards before he came up to it. -His cousin .Jobii 
picked it up. And. be&re it was picked up. John said, 
look there William^ there is ft letter droptpii^ j^9 J^^f 
ground. He saw.it t>efor^ it bad dropped, and this ji^ras 
before the^y .<¥une pn to it. The witness s^id he di^ no^ 
see it till it was actually on the grround. John said he 
thought ^h^ I^^t^tef -^9^ Mr. Bin^hani's hand-writing^ and 
^Villiam said he thought it was not. And. in answer to 
\hat, John $ald. he tnought it was : the letter was wii- 
fer^d up and jt was very cle^an ; he and his cousins went 
on till they came to bis uncle's bpus^e. and John, wfto 
had* k^pt the letter, jgf ve it to bis nxotber, and that w^thr 
put breaking the V^fer. and in the same state in which 
it had.bei^ti picked ^p. Mr. ^iijgt^^m ^as about two qr 
Uiree ro|(Js oefo^e them at th^ tii^e they picked it uDj 
and the prisoner looked back at theoi very much* Anq 
except the persons spu)cea qf before, lie say iio ^\^^ 




:itt3 

iptl'ioitai on ibeioaB> >t*lte»aiifi]M'WoiiimivaiiA^l^ 

cMldrdii. And thejit bad got otL. &iHhte tVaii> tibti spot 
wbere Jt^Un picked i»p ite. letter^ l^f^rf^ Mr4-Bi«Khttiti 
^t op to th^ ]^«t of th6 rlwuh * - «! ' -^- j^ "^ 

« O^ hte eros^e}Baaini«isk)B he miy iJt^imdfKiWy»\A<M 
they weref watkirig Wds^ the Tb^'kd^iifg tb ffeid' foi^^;) 
«d thaty th6»«foj«^ it tms likely tbar Ah^ Pmstefi^ if 
they had teen pami^g ^i^rd r^mniii^j «HMt be^biW^MI 
fliat r^Bidi He did ncrt ^Ky he wbiadifeited 4#{ttt:^lif ft Bi)llg- 
hMft^ fabd mift picWd up «h6 letter, c^^it dft^i^rdsr ^ 
pears, from the evidbeti^e of Mi^i Ji^toel^/^d tfM!^e#/i)ya€ 
it Was^ nbt? thtt hoy but hef own* sbn John ifiib 'SwAd fl&t, 
8fi4 who #& ndt adiM td' H. - He di<i' iilot kM^ fhM' thil' 
stihdtalii'botighii paper of Mi. Ittngbam. Th^ fast year 
ke httd beieili^ a sdhiDter* Whk Mr^ Bitigham lind had heeti^ 
T^riting, acitl Johhhad nott 

The Ae*t Witbfestf feTrio«iAdtik«fis.-*--He rdifrrfhotis^ 
dl Mp. ftichidrd JetAier. &a l^iftid^v ^e^' 10tK df Bb- 
deMber^ he w^ at churbb and^ the prisoi!^ didfhe diit]^ 
M' that dcctisHftn. Tbe^cbtirch vt&9 oVer abotit H o'clock^ 
Iw aind fou* mol^ persons' were returning' tbwatrd^ Mr.' 
BMghatiV hou^e. The roted h abo\n SO feet ^die and a 
V«ry level tdaA, which would' have the better ^liabled' 
Wm t6 hare' seen rfny letter, if any there had befen, then' 
in the rdad : hef saw no papet or letter in the road;^ That 
is'lfief Foad 9f r. JenneV's sons must go. On' cross^eis^mi-* 
nation' he^ ^yB> he did not stay singing but went awsty^ 
whett'the^scrvice was over. 

m 

TlfAil'iK HoDIb; Was tiext catled, he ii^as at Htfares- 
field churchy on Sunday^ the l&(h of JD^eeniLliei' tast : HitJ 
BftigftanSf-petfcfrtaed^ tJi^ servJbte. Thei'e was some sih^^ 
jrig^ after Afe" srervice was over, antf he stiadd, on atcduw 
of 'iSiatiitigiig, tfeatiy h^lf an hour. H'e wm'oti thfe^thtj" 
rd«a*th&t^k^ksr^. Jehhei'swfer^ going: lie skw the laA at' 
thetdrmif o^'thelBtreeCal^he wai going hometo hlslouse;!^^ 
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nobodjT after he had passed them till he had Arrived at fair 
own boQse. Hieo he tells yon it is all the plain road* I£e 
saw no paper upon the road^ and if there had been any 
he thinks he must have seen it. When he bad just arriye^ 
at his own house, he saw Mr. Bingham at the turnpike 
gate> stop|iing to pay the toll or to shew his. ticket. 

On cross-examination . he says, he was wa}kiog .oir 
foot and got home before he saw Mr. Bingham. . 
. From the state of the road, and from the natiire of the 
road, which was level, it is probable, if there had beepi 
a letter in the road, that fie must see it. 

Sarah Jenner is then called. She is the wife of Mr* 
Richard Jenner, and the mother of the first witness, John* 
She says, on Sunday, the iCith of December, her boys 
came home from church, and, on the letter being shewn, 
her, she says, her son John gave her that letter. The 
letter was wafered, and the wafer was not quite dry. The 
inference from that is, whoever had written that letter, ^, 
had been wafered up no great length of time befpre,«*-balf , 
an hour, or three quarters of an hour, it will take sopoe. 
such time to dry ; no considerable space of time. FJer- 
husband had gone to London the day before, and re« 
turned on Thursday next, when she gave it to him. She 
opened it when her son delivered it to ber^ and read i^, 
and after dinner she went to Mr. Thomas Jeoner's wif^- 
and shewed it to her; and she also saw Mrs. Bingham, 
having met her, and shewed her the letter, which vcfy., 
well accounts for Mr. Bingham knowing the n^sxt mora^ 
ing that John had picked up a letter of this kiod^. in com«> 
pany with his cousin William. 

It is material here to look back to the evidence of; 
William. . He tells you he did not say he wondered that 
Mr. Bingham had not picked up the letter. Ittnrnsouty 
the question was put to the wrong child; for Mrs. Jen* 
»er tells yoii that her soni that is^ «fohO/ said be won*. 
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dered that Mr. Bingham had not picked bp the letter. 
It 16 pretty remarkable and more important to come froiti 
bim, who said he saw it dropping to the ground^ and 
yet he told his mother be wondered Mr. Bingham had 
not picked it up. Now that is a little inconsistent with 
bis dropping the Ittter out of his pocket. He wondered 
Mr. Bingham had not picked it up ; she said her con- 
jecture was^ that some of the foresters had dropped it 
as- they came from church ; that three sons of her's were 
sent to school to Mr. Bingham. The first conjecture of 
Mn. Jenner was^ that it came from some of the foresters, , 
and her son had not mentioned to her^ that he thought 
k came from Mr. Bingham's person, but that he had 
seien it flying in the air before it touched the ground^ and 
wondered that Mr, Bingham had not picked it up; and' 
00 far was she from conjecturing it had dropped fiom 
htm, that she thought it had been dropped by some of 
Ae foresters. One of the boys conjectured it was his 
band-writing. Mr. and Mrs. Bingham and she and her 
husband were on very friendly terms, had a mutual re- 
gard for each other, and were doing all sorts of neigh- 
bonrly acts. No body could be on better terms than 
they were^ and tliey were on the same friendly terms 
with Mr. Thomas Jenner and his wife. Mr. Bingham, 
she says, was very attentive to his duties as a clergyman. 

This fnrnishes another improbability in this case, that 
80ch an incendiary letter should have been written by 
Mr; Bingham to Mr. Jenner, not only as being a cler- 
gyman, but the strongest friendship had subsisted between 
the families 6f Mr. Richard Jenner's family and Thomas 
Jefaner's family and the family of the prisoner at the bar, 
and they were in the constant exercise of doing the most 
ffiendly acts t6 each other. 

Jtfjr, Richard Jenner himself is then called. He says 



h^ Qocupiea whet is called the Dairy-Farm at &(«l«lfieU^ 
and h^s l^sgrips, aad houses^ apd oxw, and cqw«> &ei 
^e is frequently called DUk by those who tire iiiti«iat«ly 
acquainted with hi n^ He is ^^gaod-^mttuHBdaadgoodl* 
humoured man> I suppose;, apd therefore so iwiiMavIji 
9al]ed. He was ia London wh^n thalelMer wa9'£9liiij|^ 
and returqed OQ Thursday eveniBg** H# had be^ ao^ 
qaainted with Mr. Bingham about five or .9il^ Jf^ars* fib 
was the clergyman of the parish^ a^d had the care of tl^ 
(education of his sous> and thi? two fai9iUf^hf4;lii^d oik 
the best terms i^9d best footing down to tha lisle lilt 
Tetter was put into his bands. He appr^h^pded IMb* 
!pingbaia was one. of the. Ust, persons thi^ wouM> have 
done him any unkindness. Qe thiaks* the word HiA^ 
which is mentioaed in the letter^ metoitts . I^aatf/ i/tta 
Hichard Jennev ; and he upderstandsj thai: the thi^aCB 
which are held oat in this letter^ as to^ lafids>. dad att 
those matters, and the burning of houses aqd.bams,. apn 
ply to him a^nd to his bousesj^ d^e. ^ had Ireqaentlgrl 
occasion to see Mr. Bingham wri(e» aad haa neoetvttdi 
letters and bills from him for the edupatioa ofi bia <M<« 
dren^ and thinks he is well ae(j|iiaUi;ted with hiaiabafaoted 
and n^anner of haad«-writina^ 

Now, Geutlemeni ygio wijl observe ia the outtet, kv 
the case of a hand evidently disgai^ed^ it is most aectaki^ 
that persons so disguising their bandl-wrttiag) will dipfioto 
their own,];^itu^al ohaxacter?, though they a»y end«avooi^ 
and succeed, to a ce^taia. degce^to di^ise Ibeilr w\riliQgf 
yet still they will f^ into^.libeip own nawiair.fcabilr.ofe 
writing. B.u t at the S9m^ time the t <&ffi4ulty^ it incaelaMb 
where the bapd-writiug i^. at«dip<i6ly: di^aised: >Thl 
difficulty is gjpcatly i^iccea^d* Whether this disgaiseiife 
so imperfect as to enable the witnesses; ta speak, with calvi 
tainty^ it will befor you toi/demde. Uatsaifs^ oa^ 



at the (firep^oD^ J^ ]i>Ci^j^y^.s ^^ ^ .^^ ^^ ^9^-^^Affi ^ 
Mr. Bingliain. He 9^d j^e fi»|t helie^irj^ it yr^ Sijlr^ 
Bingham's ivMUng^ ,a|^ sooi^ as hi» fvjiCe 4^Uv|er^ it i^t^ 
hUJitLuisy md wbep Ij^ ^ilj^^ed tjti^ dir^c^tion, aq^ b|a 
did that Jbefipr<B he bad ;se/eft of hearcj of the jcpnte^^, ^ 
h^|ird an;^ Ql)4^ry^atioj^ -ff^^^ r^JH^^S 1''^® cont^n^ 
And ^heref<Y^ the cp^i^ctii^ts could bf ve oo effect PA bi| 
first ju^|;ei]]ejit^ hf?ca^f|9 Ijhey weije the? apjcaown t^ 
nip ; so 1^^^ h.? ^]t\^ «>.?t be iiiAuenced^ wbea he t«llf 
yoy^ tb^t^ byjpp^ng W^y at tfee ^per^cfiptiop, hf 
wa^ satisfied befor^ be op^ne4 it tbat it was Mr. Biogr 
hajp^'^ l]|and-^t|p^. )Y;be]^ ^ read the ponteat^i hf 
cottkl not think his friend could do suclji a thio^. t^ 
sapnf he believep^ that looking iperely .ajt the band-writipg» 
that the i^sid/e of the letter is bis handniirriting- I^ 
se^mea to be all IV^r. Biii,;i|fii9> hund-viitfi^, thougli 
there is a l^ttlf^ atteipp^ at di^g^uis^* Bat he observes, if 
he ..is ^ight ^? to the^e le^t^rs^ that be bad bepcne acf 
quaint^ wi)tl^ sonij? s|if|;;)l9rities in the casting of p«Ff 
^plar letterf^ ift Jf^fl\Q^l^ pharac^prs^ ip the fsi^i^t^ni 
ordinary hand^ a^id.that this .d^jgree of differenop^ wblQ^ 
lie calls sii^gularity, runs thrpu^h the ivhole qf the x^ 
tural writing of jhe prisoner at the bar. Tbe first sii^r 
gularlty be observed wa? in the two letter^ &i. T^f^i WH 
th|S prisoner's common mpde of pop^ic^tiog ]£ich^(}t 
generally oue adds ^ little^ as Ricb^^s H^. as ^ pp|itrsu9t 
tion or abridgefnejpt of Bichard is certainly not vffg 
common : it is not a very usual way of abridging fhflf 
woird. And tbfsii he observes, as to the fonn of t^e ca- 
pital letter B, be throws off the last stroke at a square. 

Gentlemen, you will have the letters before you, i^d 
ivill make your own observations both in bis mode of 
i&bridging, and also of bis formation of particular cha« 
iracters. He likewise says^ that Mr. Binghfm wr^es the 



capital letter J in Jenner not as a capital J^"t>ttt as a 
small g of a larger circle, of twice the size, like aii eaor- 
nous g in this small character. This certainly is not tlie 
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usual character of the capital letter J as written by other 
people. He says he never observed any other persoa 
write a capital J in that manner but Mr. Bingham,' He 
also observed, that the small f in Maresfielcl has no loop, 
and that Mr. Bingham's usual mode of malcing the smaU 
f was quite straight, withotit looping the letter at the 
bottom. He likewise says, that Mr. Bingham's ^'differs 
from that of any body else, as he makes it with a little 
cut only. It is small, and resembles that herej but it is 
only a little larger. 

He proceeds to say, that, after his wife had|shewn him 
this letter, he called on the prisoner on the Sunday Tol- 
lowing, and he called on him to ask his advice how he 
i/ras to 'find out the author of this letter, which shews ia 
himself no conviction it could by any possibility be MrJ 
Bingham, his friend. He wished to consult him how ht 
was to discovei- the writer of it ; and he had occasionally 
asked bis advice before, and he went to advise with hini 
on this occasion; and the advice he gave him is ex- 
tremely remarkable."^ He advised Mr. Jenner to go to 
the shops in the neighbourhood to search for paper, and 
to sec if he could find any with the water-mark on the 
threatening letter, faamely, that of Evans and Sons, 1806, 
Mti Jenner searched, but could not find any paper with 
that water-mark. 

{The Lord Chief Baron here put the folhmng questioui 
to Mr. Ricfuird Jenner.'\ , 

Q. — Mr. Jenner, upon the Sunday morning you wnt 
to Mr. Bingham to ask what was to be done about thjl 
letter ? 

A. YeS/ my lord. 



Q. — Xhd ;ou the letter with you ? - 

A.— J had it in my pocket. 

Q.— Did you shew him the letter ? . 

A*— I did not. 

_ - * »  » 

LoBD Chief Baron.— GentIemeD» this i3 a matter 
extremely well to advise with Mr. Bingham, and he de- 
sires him to go to the shops in the. neighbourhood to 
search, in order to .see whether he could find any bearing;, 
the same water-work of Evans and Son, 1806 ; and tliat' 
he bought paper of several persons^ but found none with 
that water-mark. 

Now, gentlemen, Mr. Bingham is, by this evidence^p 
advising Mr. Jenner to take that very step which is. 
brought forward to day, against Mr. Bingham, to prove 
his guilt ; that that suggested the idea of examining the 
private papers' which had b^en received from Mr. Bing- 
ham, and bills which he had delivered to different per^- 
sons for the education of their chUdren, and which have 
been compared with the writing of the letter in question, 
^d which forms one substantial head of evidence, to 
shew he is the author of that letter. A very strange* 
^ing, to be sure, that he should suggest that very tbiiig 
which has been put in practice, that came from himself i 
<m, that day, as one of the meaps of the detection of the 
very pei^son who gave that advice; that was (^xtremely^ 
remarkable that a m^n., who was conscious he had writ*^ 
ten an incendiary letter, and who, likewise, must have 
kuown he had other paper .of the same water-mark, that^- 
he should be the very person to suggest the means that 
were to lead to the detection of his own guilt. 

There is another very remarkable tbiog in this case. 

He has seen the same water-uiark on other papein. He'; 
has seen the same water-mark on papers which he pro- 
ducesj bills among his own private papers^ which Mr. 



Bingham pnt into his ikaiiHs iiim8eir;*tfeattho^^ 
delivered long before that thfealebi%^Ietter existiedj i^d 
that he has delivered over to Adkihs/tKeroAccr^ othjprs 
from among his. own private papers. One of the accounts 
is for th£i education of his children^ and the endorsement, 
appeat^ to bis in' the same' hand as the direction of the 
letter that is now in question. He conceives the en- 
dotsement on that paper marked (C.) is of the same 
hand-writing with the incendiary letter. You will judge* 
foar yourselves what similarity there is between these t\^o«. 
To me, indeed, there seems to be very little indeed : 
bat my eye^sight is not very good. *But he says he is 
satisfied hiiiiself they are written by the saine h'and^. 

Oilier papers were here handed up to the judge. ' 

• Tbdseiare cert^n papers d«livi^ned't6'Mr. Jetitier, by^ 
Mrv BfBglmm', at diifer^ait titeeb, ibr'hi^soAVedadLtion ;^ 
Iseetvery little'similarity betwteeti thetn and Vbis^letter. 
He.sa^ he is-satisfied they are written by the' same hatrd^ 
Lown, gentlemen, it<db<es^Bf^t^ strike my fancy as4tM6eiit* 
bis ! It is for yon to d^cide^ on' that. 

Gentlemeti, I shall jas^ put into yotir hands anbtherof' 
tbea& Nowahepaperwhich'I aiii now going to lay be- 
fore you was partiotlirrly r^tfibi^lted on as to- the' dander' 
of! making the capital R^ in Hichard, and the' abrupt/ 
turn in th^ lasi stroke df that'lklfer, whi<*h is to be f6^nd' 
ia the direction. Ybu« dHII en^amlne that nicely, anti the** 
ssone observation was made also on' this paper: {Hir 
htddip^Mng mp' an&^er paper ' in. hi§ handO T^he jury* 
will look at these papers. 

[2%0 jHBpeiri zoere h^e kandedovet to the gentkmenof 
theljury^ m/t$ looked at thtm, and ike learned judge* s(Ad,\ 
Gentlemen^ when^ you have looked at and satisf&d' 
yoUrsel^es on tlf)(e«^ fi>f^eN^ y^u wilL be so good ^lis^ta' 
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iltend to me:»i. So^ttM Initvy ydbMAvtH ? ITolS wiff b^ td 
^Dcdl as taxetoln them. 

: Now, getttlemtn^ yon ba;im' loiohed cki'AiIs \tttet mi 
fofeiSy and^yott have ibuDidtd your own olbsefwctlotls Oli- 
tjhom. 1 43faaU just make <ine ote^rvatibti h^ addhioii to 
ih^0e I Ibave dready 8bbaiitt€d tb^ yotir cM^idenfttoti : 
J£ any eril-dttiposed person medn» to m^ke it tifd sus- 
peottd k i^ tbe- hottd^writiiiig 6f anotRer p^fsoti^ he 
will make himself master of some of the peculiarities 
of his baadv wthawg. It P were wicied enough to. 
ykisHi ,Ui tO'be fe^Heyed that any particular person had 
writtanr ^» inoenrflafry letter, I wotfld try to find out' 
sotue of tbft peeulf^iHies of Ms* hand-Mniringj and* en- 
deavotiir to imitate them. 

- The only other paper F hzt& seen is ^om6 llttt* jflan la 
respect to a plot of 'grottttd, and bears' the sartre water- 
mgrft- wilfr that found on this lettfer. As to this water-. 
irt»rk ^ I/rtimaM Sons, ISdff; y6u WilF firidby-andlby 
this pape^ about the couniry was very plentiful, and any 
peri^on might have ««ed it as well* as Mr. Bingham. 

Gentlemen, having receired this advice from Mr. Bing- 
ham^ to search- about for paper with this water-mark, he 
told Mp. Bingham, he had searched, but in vain. Mr. 
Biiigham once referred to the contents of that letter,, and 
said, '' W*dl, Di(*k, you are not shootedyet." 

lie is strpposed to say that from which he could not be 
suspected he had any hand in it. He says, that after this ^ 
bis family went to Mr. Bingham% to drink tea and spend.. 
the evenihg, so little did he suspect his friend could be* 
the writer of that letter : he having himself a previous 
engageiiiient> Went^ after tea, in the evening. He said 
he vf^ very sorry Mr. Jenner did not get there sooner. . 
Ahd on* which he said; '* Dick ! you are not shooted yet, 
*^9Ay^fUr ^ame home.'* Mt. Jenner did'not'much ifke 
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^lat sffbjcefc being tiMide •oA master rf jest, and smd 
he bad pot^ and hoped he never shoald* Mr* Jeoner 
thoagbt tt was m^ that 'sort of thmg thUt ought to be 
joked at, aad aaid to hkn a little Tongbly,*-^^ If I hsA 
^* iiot so good an opinion of you as I have, sir, I sbonld 
" have thought you had written &at letter.'' Mr* Bing--* 
ham turned his head away from him^ and seemed to 
laugh ; but he conceived it to be an affected and not a 
real laugh. 

He says he made no secret of his having deceived the 
letter. He. shewed it to his neigbbours and friends^ and 
desired (heir assistaace* He mentioned it the same event- 
ing at a meeting of his friends and neigbbours, who were 
met together lor the protection of property^ atid for con- 
ducting prosecutions against those who carry on depre- 
dations against the property of others. 

On being cross-examined, be said he shewed Mr. Bing- 
ham the letter in the church. He has do recolh^ctioa of . 
having sh^wn it to him any where else. An R. is 
shewn to him in one of bis own papers,* which he re* 
cetyed from Mr. Bingham^ and he thinks there is no re- 
semblance between the R. in that instance and the R 
on the superscription ^of the incendiary lettef . There is 
no resemblance in the sharp turning-up of the last stroke 
of the letter : in that instance there is no resemblance. 
An f is .shewn to him, and he is asked if it has not a 
loop ? — He says he does not eM that a loop. But an- 
other is shewn to him, and he says — that is what I call 
a loop, and that is Mr. Bingham's hand-writing. So 
that we see some uncertainty in the loops. 

There are instances in which it occurs, and there are 
other instances in which it does not. He once thought 
this letter came from the foresters, from Mr. Bingham 
having £rst;nentioned a man <^ the name of Goldspring* 
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He coaceised it niglil be dist^im/ iKto m^ 0m tf tfae 
fonesters. Hewya there has been a lett<|r.drot>ped in the 
.parish of the same nature befefe^ but not a tbvealeninj^ 
letter, but ratber of an unpleasant natnreu He might 
have said to a particular person be snspected it might 
oiime from the foresters. 

. I pbttenred he .was extremely tendec on this, wheAer 
Jie was afraid of them, I know not. Bat that he ails* 
pected tbem there is no doubt. Yon will find, if the 
Jceeperof .the Honse of Correction at Lewes is to be be* 
lieved^ Mr. Jenner represented them to him as the 
ipreatest inoendiaries and greatest viUoins npon earthy and 
^capable of doin^ this thing. 

It will be for yon> by and by^ to consider whether he 
could have forgot wbi^ be said at so Aort a distanee of 
time at Lewes as the Ifithof Janoary last* He:did speak in 
pretty strong lai^^nageof Aat description ;of people. And 
it is probable he did lay it on very thick. He naw con* 
fssses tha^ his first so^piciotta were that it had been done 
by some of diese people, therfoirestrrs. Bat there was an 
uncertainty as to the paiticnlar ipefson. Whftber it was 
•Goldspring or some of the other fdresters was uoceirtain. 
' But it was never assumed in the onset that it #as written 
by uy others^ ^ad, Mr. Jenner being cle«i^ tif that 
opinion, it gave rise to the bbservi^ion of tb^ living by 
plundering. That was the first ibccount { diat was the 
l^iiine thing; — that was tlie truth accoiding to hnman 
nature, of which we are all sensible and meet with ma^y 
instances 19 every year of pur lives. 

He says he did go to the keeper of the House of Cot* 

ledion when a person of the name of Best was in his 

vcostody, and he said, perhaps, he thought it.might come 

the foresters. He thinks he might say something of 



l>itaiits l¥)tbed>bAlii to go. Evary bodyiwasjdearoiisof fiml- 
Afg out who tlie author w$b. The irhok neig^boiirino^ 
"wert anxious'ld itid oit who the author WM. But sosptokm 
Ht fimtbnly IfiMiBd on ^e^foires^ert. He tells^yon Mr. Bii^* 
ham has been the curate of the pariah five or six years^ and 
liaxl diacl\aiiged dlUs Aatves as a clergyman with gseat 
c^re^ assidaity> aod attention to;his paciidi^ ! He. hiMl the 
metit of suggesting a .plan > for the edacation oi twen^ 
or thirty poor girii ; he solicited .siHMBriiitkiiis and 
the treasurer.' ^Bi^aUtb^ie sobseriptions. come«to 
4hing unless i|Oiae person will talEe loi active pirt^ aii^ 
he was the person to take that a^ive part^ and had beea 
tnsf flitnentai m ^tiag op- this «<^iool* 
- ' On re-exatriination be said the tisnces wMcb. had beoi 
%recte4 by the foresteiB had all been tbrowtt ilown by 
those who eliiimed a right k^ connnon. That • he Juaundf 
had' no sos^ion • of Oridiprsng nor; of any. one -fcrsoa 
iti pariiodlar, Vifl Mr; Bingbam-said he had some siie^ 
pMoft of hlmi That bis appiioatbn to Ibe deeper 
"of the House iif Correction did npt proceed from hw* 
self) but from Mr. .Btn^mn and* tbe -priodpai >iaha« 
%itants: lookhig at the writing of the letter .oBi|r,. be 
siJM ifhoii^t it w«s<Mr. Biagham'4 writii^/ bat on w« 
iteelSon he thought it could no^ by.possalnlityi.fa&.iM 
ft%n#dttd a deVgyman who wvoie that letter. He. sai|i 
Mr. Bitighstti bad one of theifte sbelosures tiku werei Icf* 
ireUed; but he does not know whether that enelosue 
was made by Mr. Bingham or his tenant.' It wins csAied 
his, biH he eould not say whedier it was-done by him or 
btsseiiast.' - 

The letter was theti read to you, and that letter was 
th\s.^(l^h0med Judge t^adit. Suk m the iMKctaoir, 
and in JIf r, Setjtcnt Bats ^pcmng.) 
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that 'wsm TjSfeiired from' Mr. BiDgh^ia.— Thdre is qn€ 
cmtaining «, balance of accottots between iiim and }ir^ 
imnfiXf aad some^cbaol-bills from 1806 to 1809. 
. : You ;find tJbey were pjroduced for tbe purpose of sbevi^ 
ing that th^ n^ Mn Bingham- had observed in bis JS's 
and /^9- ia hisi ordimury writing was observed in this 
iopendiary. lett^. But it appears from the pi^pers theqi* 
selves .that rule is not nniform^ and therefore desenff^ 
Ic^Bs credit than that fapt was* expected to produce on 
jTQur mind#» ' A^d wheUier it does pr does not will det 
pepd o^U^ ffni%cmit;y« . 

The next witness called is Richard Trill : he . is a faf* 
tneir, and ;residea near Maresfield- He had three soii^al 
idMK>l: with Mr. Bing^imi about a year wd a half ago } 
he sonietimes had notes from him ; he never saw bif| 
writa above onee^ and he produoed fomie bills, which h^ 
bad received from him for. schooling : on these bills he 
had acted and settled accounts with him^ considerini^ 
them as Mr. Bingham's bills : he also produced some, 
feceipts^ On the tncexudiary letter being shc^n hhn^ 
he siQrSy he firmly beUeves it is tbe prisoner's handir 
wril^g. . 

On his cn98s»<eaEamination» he says, that is npt tb^ 
ixmimon band*writing of Mr. Bingham^ there are 9jmii| 
parts of it natural and some parts of it disguised. He says 
tUs g^Qtleman has taaght a gresil^ many children it 
^te.<.Bttt these children having miy commenced tq| 
write four pr five years ago^ it is hardly to be presumed 
abal any of them could be a misditef-maker of this kind | 
diey would not be ripe enough to be the authors of sucii 
« letter as this. 

. Th^ next witness was Joim Knight: he sayi^ he baf 
lived at Maresfteld all his life. He bar known Mr* 
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fiiflgliam all the time he has bceii thercf ; he has traM* 
acted business with him, which has broxight him a<{iadiltedi 
with his character of hand-'writing ; be has been . in the 
habit of seeing his writing two or three years ; and h0 
has seen him write^ and is well acqtiatnted with the ehac* 
racter and manner of his hand-wiitifig. He himself was 
overseer of the poor of that parish of which Mr. Bing-* 
ham did the duty. He says he is satisfied the direetioflt 
of the letter and the contents were Mr. Bingham's hand* 
writing. If he had seen it lying on Mr. Jenner's table^ or 
at the Post-OflSce^ or in a different place^ be sbooldbaTe 
believed it to have been Mr. Binghadi's hand^^ritii^. 
The/'s and Jt's in Mr. Bingham's hand-writing struck 
binf as being singular, and he found such JR's in this 
letter, and had no doubt it was Mr. Bingfa)Mn's writing. 
He produced some bills, and one paper was dated Fe* 
bruary 1st, 18 10, with the water-mark of Evans and Sons^ 
1806; and there w&s another paper wtA the same water* 
mark and the same date of 1806, and this is an amount 
of the cban^^f-sebool. 

' Thatt Mr. Bingham had paper with the water-mark of 
Evans and Sons, dated 1806, there cim be no doubt^ 
but you will find, by and by, that paper with the same 
water-mark was efxtremely common indeed in thai part 
of the country. 

The witness in his cross-examination remaAed that 
Mr. BinghAm made hia small fs Without a loop, and he 
v^as then shewn aH / of Mr. Bingham's hand«writiii^ 
with a loop, which shew^ that is not a certain mark for 
you to go by ; but tH^^ circumstance of particular letters 
beliig cast this way or that way, where th^re is not uni* 
formity, cannot have great weight; the general cfaarac-* 
^er of Mr. Bingham's hand-writing I should think eould 
not^be muc^h perceived by his scholars, as he only set 



m 

Aem copies of singple letters ta hi« own hand-writing* 
and afterwards laid before them copper^plafce copies.. ^ 

Mr. Turner says^ he is the attorney of Mr. Rivett, the 
vector of Mareifidd^ and lives at Lewes ^ as being ooi|* 
cerned for the rector he has transacted business. with A^r* 
Bingham, and has seen him write. 

The letter is put into his hand^ and, on lookiug at ijt, 
he helieTef this letter to be his hand^writing ; be says, from 
his previous ac<j|uqkitance with his hand*wr}tijug, be &tm3(y 
\ believes it to be hi^ hand-writing. 

Samuel Atree has been employed occiwionally by Mj. 

Binghamj has oarried bilk to him, reoeived ipoQeyirom 

vhim, and has seen him write frequently. On kxdcingat 

the direction of the letter he believes it to be his .twod* 

writmg> but, with respect to. the body ^f the, lettg^, 

though there is sonie .resemhlauce» he his. njot jSQ jiure,. ;)ie 

believes that to be Mr* Bingham's Mnd-^writii^ likewise, 

but has more hesitation with respect to it. ' , : . 

. The last witness is. Mr. Susan,; and be s^y^ •h^.has 

known Mr. Bingham four years^ and has trwsac|;e4 bu* 

siness with him, by discounting bills for him frequently. 

On looking at the letter, besi^ys, he.believesit jsij^r. 

, Bingham's hand-writing, and that he should have acted pn 

it as such. Now this, gentlemen, is the evidence oorthe 

part of the prosecutioq, the weight of which is the con-. 

fidence with which some of witnesses have sworn tha( it 

is Mr. Bingham's haqd- writing. '.\ 

Now, gentleman, the first witness called, on the part of 
Mr. Bingham, is John Reed: this gentleman is in:)he 
paper^trade,- and the object of his testimony is to si^ew 
that this paper, with the water-mark of Evans ^nd Sqna, 
dated 1806, was very common in the neighbourhood of 
Haresfield ; and it is clear from bis evidence that many 
Others m that quarter mi^ht have bad paper with the s^me 
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vater-mark of Evans arid Sons,' dated te06 : if it hadi 

been peculiar to Mr. .Bhtghmi, thai'wmxld. faare ibeena 

very strong and^ perhaps^ afi irreststaible droodistah'ce ; 

'btit> as you find it cbiiifiioii>^ that inakes ill^se a gresft 

Heal oiF its weight, • m i :c: i. . » 

Mr. Reed tells yoaiie'^i^plied TarfoWB ^vso0«y<)Q iUt 

^ tteighhOQfhobd of Maresfield^ with simiW papery ha Ting 

'the water-^iiiark of Evans and Sons, and dated ^ld06i' He 

bad supplied Mr. Hol>bs> oiP Newiek, which i*^obly ilb^it 

three miles from Maresfieldy and Mr, Tarriet, as WfJll is 

• fe»everal other personisi in that neigWbourbood/ ' • ' "^ 

Oahis cross-*exaitiiiiatibni He says that h^* l^d- Wfv^ 
^Mr. Hobbs/and.the bjtheir persofis^in the nelghboui4ioiod 
 of Mai*esfield; with paper 6f that description^ for a year 

• imd a half^ 6r t^o years, Hd cannot be pdsitive^ foefd-e 

• .... . J . 

the last two years, that be jerved his customers with 
» that pap^; he, also, sold the paper of other tnan^fac* 

tnrers, but be had so Targe a proportion of the paper of 

Evans and Sons, when compared with' that of bthers, 
' tfcat it was impossiblie he should not have sent them a 

great pmpartion of the paper they received of this kind. 

• An the other paper he had was but inconsiderable, ia 
proportion lb the quantity he had of £vans and Sons, so 

' that there is no reason to doubt that paper with the same 

'.water-mark that was on the letter wasi extremely com-r 

' i^on in that part of the country, ind that ihany other 

persons might have it as well as JVJr. Bingham;' • •' 

' The next witness is an important witness, M^*G^«'amp, 

Ihier keeiper of the House of Correction, at I^ewe^; he 

says, on the l^tb of January last, Mr, Richard Jenher 

- came to him, and wished to talk to him about a man of 

the name of William 3est ; he supposed Mr. Cramp had 

heard of the threatening letter that had been sent to 

^him. Mr. Cramp said be ba4 certainly beard'of it r' he 



^^ririied the witness to examine Best^ with respe^ to 01^% 
letier. for that there was no doubt that he knew thft 
writer of it.. Mr,^ Jenneo at that time^ had. no concep* 
liQH Mr* Bingham had written this, letter^ and. ;hat waf 
seriate as^he 12th of January last^ for he.wj^s one of the 5Q 
Imive fellowsj so that Mr. jenner discovered a greater 
Icnowled^ then than he has done to day iii.his exaqiina- 
tion in chief; he ha^ lowered his tone very much, with 
MgArd to the people called Foresters : h^ said, he had np 
douht. the, letter was written bjj^ fi^omj? ,pf the Foresters^ 
who.bad takei^ possession of a great, part of the forest^ 
and had formerly established themselves there^ and tha( 
ih^/werea set of people living upon plunder .chiefly ; 
tha( the gentlemen and fam^ers were continually K>bbed 
^jUldii^unidered. Tliere was no doubt he should get out 
pf iB^s);..wbo the writer wa^,: he mitst know^.for his^pl^ 
£|lb^r.was heard to say, a few days b^^fore^jj '^ now my 
V son Will's in j^l^ lam.afriijd the.tpith.willc<ni^ out 
/rabputdiaf Jisttier;" so that Mr, JenQer^'then,.4edrly' 
^d.tbis impressiQPj.tba( Qest could discover all about it. 
He says, that Mr. Jenner said, he and (he other farmers 
Jbad.daae. every thing. in, their po^vei: jto root t^en^.out, 
J^ut thctre was one gentlej;nan who ha4 slipt. 

On crojMk^xaipiBation, he said, that: was ^ weelc h^or^ 
Mr* Ringham> was ip, custody, he represented himself to 
,1^ ifi dMiger. ILJpqn that occasipn he (if you are to be- 
lieve Mr. Cramp) explains ,hii;nself fully> and expresses 
bilk p^pliasion, ot, some pf thes^ Jroresters being the 
.inriter <^ it*; 

So much then as to. thi^ water-wivl^, and so much with 
-respect to ' the 4>riginal impression uppn . Mr. Jenner's 
|mhd> as to the writer of this letter. BUf 

Gentlemep^ the rest of the witnesses are most respect- 
able witnesses, who speak to the' ciiaracter of the pri* 



toner.— Lord SheflSeld sayd/Sheflidd-^rk is about three 
miles from Maresfield ; his lordship knew Mr.Binghan 
doon after be became the curate of ' Maresfield ; no iftaa 
in the cotintry was mdre diligent in trying to cure the 
disorders of the parish^ particularly with regard>4o 
tmblic-honses/ ahd his lordship thinks that might be some 
cause of enmity against Mr. Bingham for having takes 
ift more active part than any body else ;— ^nd his- lord- 
ship's general description of faim is that of J a worthy and 
gdod mah : he had a very good opinion of him on ac- 
count of his exertions to suppress the bad morals of die 
foresters. 

Mr. Archdeacon Doyley resides at Bucksteod; and'say* 
'Mr. Bingham has done many good works in his parish; 
^ Mr. John Cripps^ who is a magistrate for this ceiiDty^^ 
^As acquainted with Mr. Bingham from ISCM'to 1§04$ 
lie says he had much occasion to know him ; he did miiek 
goodinhis jpariib; that he was a inan of integrity and 
honotiri-and that na man siirpassedhim as%n aflEection** 
ate husband and a kmd parent in 'taking care of his 
nurticrous family.' .<  j. .  . 

< Ml'. Turner says h^ has known Mr; Bingham more tliaa 
cen y/ears, and during that 'time his Conduct, as far ask 
%6rtoef within bis 6b^rvation> Vitas always correct. 
^ ' IMr; Brad&eld sdys he- has khown* Mr. Bingbmn • thMie 
br f<Air year&^ and durfttg that tlnie the impressIM o» Ins 
'inihd liad been- very much in bis favour.. " • ' - 
' ' 'Mr.G. Mott has known him for eleven ye^TB^ and 
<lui lug that time he has maintained a very good character^ 
* lx)tli 'as a' clergyman and as a man. • 

• MivSackville'4Bayle; with whom I have the good for- 
tv.u(- to be acquainted during the grepter part of.ngr 
li'iV*/ says Mr. Binghaifr waS|'in all respects^ moat.ex«!||v 
•pipryiiu his conduct. * , ' , . . , .; 
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Geii9lAfime0, this U the whole of tbe evidence on both 
yideft. 

And^ geatlemen, after you have heard the evidence^ 
y<W will say whether you think it is clear this letter was 
found on ihe Toad^ (of that there is no doubt^ but found 
in, the situation in which the witness, John Jenner, de- 
scribed it, that is, as. if coming from the person of the 
prisoner and dropping vpon the ground ; but he adds, he 
cannot be sure ; when he gave it to his mother be does 
not sl^te tha^ it dropped from Mr. Bingham, but he said . 
On tbjEUt opoasion, what is totally inconsistent with that, 
oa^ely^ be wondered that Mr. Bingham had not picked 
up the letter ; he saw something of this paper floating in 
the air, not so high as his head, and Mr. Bingham was 
putecing along a road several inches deep in sand : I see 
nothing improbable in the supposition that it might have 
been kicked up by the horse's feet. 

Then, as to the circumstance of the water-mark, I 
ihink Xher^ ^s npt n;iuch stress to be laid on that ; at the 
distance of three pr four mijies there was a great deal of 
It dispersed .certaiqly, ^nd n^ust havie bejpa in the posses- 
sion of i^any persops, a;id, therefore, that is qot much to 
|)e.relii^d 09.. 
, T^ere is a great de^l fit uncertaintl^ ly.ith respect to 
Ifas parting pf tl^ose letters that haye been mention/^ by 
aey^f^lpf tlie witnesses ; it is contr/stdictory in this^epse, 
ibat it does npt appear to b^ very uniform ; pot so uqiform 
Ji$ to operate with any great weight, though it has SQipe 
weight. 

The xe^l weight of the evidence, against hip^ is in 
these four or five witnessesi who have been long i^r 
ifjgimfiti^ with his hand-writing, who undertake to say 
ihfey Mifsve b^ the snperscription and contents of thif 
letjef fr^ l^js handi^rf^ingf— Tliey say a part of (bis 
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letter is disguised^ but that they can see throngh the clis* 
guise^ and that a part of it is bis natural hand-writing ; 
and jou ar^ to consider^ therefore^ tbe undertainty there 
iniist be in selecting and picking.ont that which in ikK 
genuine and distinguishing it from thbt which is; it is 
matter of belief, and is depiendent on the degree of ac- 
curacy with which they speak^-^Tberc must be no con^ 
Jectu re, no reasonable doubt, but you mast be clearly 
^tisfied that this is his hand-writing* ^ 
* But,, gentlemen, if you doubt, and you will takeintd 
Consideration the extraordinary circumstances attending 
this case, without any corresponding motivcf oh tbe part 
of this gentleman : lean see none whateyer. He ahi) 
his family were living on the very best terms of • firJerid^ 
ship with the prosecutor and his family, and in the 
constant course of doing neighbourly acts mutually 
to each oiher :-«*the prosecutor's sons were his scholars, 
and tbe improbability of his writing that letter is found- 
ed t>n this consideration, that he could gain no earthly 
advantage from doing it One of the boys saw the letter 
wavering in the air, the other did not; and, as to his 
looking back at them, I do not see what can be conclu^ 
ded from that ; they were his own scholars, and theri^ 
was nothing extraordinary in his looking back at them ; 
but if he dropped that letter it was most extraordinary^ 
because he dropped it in the very face of two witnesses 
who' knew him perfectly, who could not miss seeing f«> 
and who might be brought forward as witnesses to con* 
vict him of a capital offence* ^ 

Thelte, gentlemen, are circumstances of impr6bability 
which certainly are extremely strong, » 

Thede witnesses do undertake, from their acquiihtluice 
with bis hand-writing, to say, they believe' it .to be bis 
bitod-writing ; whether you will thii^k that is stifficientj 
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notwithstanding there is so great a degree of uncertainty 
attending it^ and the excessive improbability of the whole 
transaction^ it is for you to say* 

If you entertain serious doubts^ you will throw the ex- 
cellent character he has received from the honourable and 
respectable witnesses into the scale : it appears be had been 
most diligent and active in endeavouring to correct 
eertain disorders in the pariah^ and on that account ha^ 
very probably drawn down enemies upon himself. 

Gentlemen^ all these observations are for your consi-> 
deration ; you will say whether he wrote this incendiary 
letter or not^ and I have no doubt you will give such a 
verdict as justice requires. 



The JuRY^ afier having consulted together vpward$ 
qf twenty minutes, pronounced the Pbisokes NOT^ 
GUILTY} 
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LENT ASSIZES, 

Horsham^ March 96th, 1811, 

Before the Ittght Honourabk Sm Abchibald Mag- 
bo n a lx>^ Knight, Lord Chief Baron. 



THE KINO V. ROBERT BINGHAM, CLERK, 

FOR ARSON. 



THE indictment contamed diree distifict ehaigei 
against the prisoner. 

1st.— That he had wilfiilly set fiffe to his house, in or- 
'der to defraud the Reverend Thomas Riyett. 

«d]y.«-That he had committed this crime, io order to 
defrand the San Fire-Office*; and 
c The third charge was, that he had done this to defraud 
the Union Fire-Office. 

He pleaded— Not Oviltt. 

Mr. Sbr^bant Best.* — ^Majr it please your Lordship^ 
Gentlemen of the Jury, it is now my duty, as shortly as 
I can, to lay before you a case, by which I propose to 
support the prosecution against the prisoner at the bar^ 
for haviog wilfiilly set fire to his own house, and fcMr the 
wicked purpose (if he is the person who did it) and with 
A view to defraud the Fire-insurance-Offices. He had 
.effected an insurance. Whether he had beyond that any 
farther motive, it will not probably be very difficult to 
decide, after hearing all the facts of this case. 



GendeiAMi thelre are other coiiiiU^ witb H vi&# to Stt' 
ftWer the person |0 vdi9gi;i^e l^i>96erbf longed ; for you 
iNrill find be was not the ownei* of the house. The pri- 
soner at tl^e^ bar lived in the house only as |he caratCj 
having no Interest in it The house Was insured by 
M r« Rivett himielf> who is the rector of the parish. The 
fir^; 'Which I "say was' the wilful act of the prisoner attl^ 
bar, took' place on Janu^y 16tb^ in. this very year> 
and I shall state to you some circufnstances that o(>- 
cnr^i find that took placej iamiediately abputthf fins 
and afterwards, from which, I am satisfied, you can have 
no doubt that this was a wilful act. In caier of this sort^ 
it is scarcely possible you can shew a lighted candle in 
his hand, and his actually doing the thing* Men do 
not commit crimes openly, as they ente»>into contracts ; 
it cati^ o^ly be got a^ by circusntaiices.} ,waii it wiff be 
for yon to say, in this case, whether Jthe circnitastendes J 
lim abcHit to state' m^e* i^oc sid&eieiit :io bring home to 
your minds* "^at this was a wilfei al:t. On the l6thd^ 
^Jannary/ iy«uwiH find, from « wkoess wham I-sbali cM, 
and who was a servant in the employmeirt itf tfaa^ pifc» 
koner &t the bar^ that^ ia> the comre of thai day ^ waa 
employed by the prisoner several timed dttrln|g>lbat dajr 
to carry a large quantity of wood fmur tfa^ 9taek to what 
"is called* the Vood'-'house. He also carried large qiian* 
titles of things from the house to the stabte.' He kne^- 
perfectly well the contents 6( themf. He earned info 
*that part papers, and it Will be for him to ejrplain> if^fa^ 
ban; '>^hat Induced him to be removing papers out of die 
house; and to 'be -depositing t^ose papers in a room ovifir 
the stable. You will find papeiB belonging to him, aiM 
%ome of considerable value, were found over part Of the 
privy. I know there is no^^vidence in this cause to sbe# 
it was the hand of the prboner that put them tfaefe^'botf ' 
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fvlieii jrdii £ad 4iiltt carrying, things to that stable^ pet^ 
faaps it will oot be uncharitable to sappose k Was lion^ 

by the same band. :' 

Yott will find chat^ in the evening of the 1 6th, the pri-^ 
is0t)er w(is,8een in 9 ibwl-iiouse, part of the prei^i^ses^ bjf 
Ibje' samp servant, who had occasion to go- oat to gqt som^ 
fieat aii a peat-stack ; that the prisoner looked out of tfa^ 
diiiskeOf'bottse, and asked hun where he was going* H^^ 
mis told be ivas going to the peat^stack; and be said to 
hi^ servant, ^^ When, you c^me back, do not come bacl^ 
this way." What reason be had for being in tbe| fowl- 
lumae, or what reason he had for ordering him not to 
come back that way, I know not ; but lie will tell you 
ibese circumstances struck him as, very extraordini^ry. 
.Gcntlemeny afiker that you will fini^ the prisoner abou( 
jKven or eight o'dpck at ni^t goes out with a lanthoru 
and candle, and .after half an hour returned; and the 
fxriaoner at the^bar^ as I have already stated^ I believe 
iiad desired the same servant to bring twelve or foorteejoi 
i&ggota . tor the vood*faouse near the premises,, and aU» 
direoted them to be put there that they might dry. Th$i 
jmmark on this you .wiilfiad tp be an extremely materia|l 
circmnstaace, wbeft yon come to. bear in what manner 
end by what means it was. set ^n fire^ 

'. These are the facts which I shall, prove took place oiji 
the day before the fire. I shall prove to. you certainly^ 
when this gentleman went to London, a little before )the 
£re| he had ordered the parish-registers to be remov€4 
from his house.: he had never taken this preoftution tiU 
-ibat time. You will likewise, find when b^ was in Lpur 
idkin^ either in December or January, be wait; to th^ 
Insufuaee-Office, and held a sort of conversituop thar^ 
4hat is highly worthy of consideration. He slated t^' 
|be leoietary thbt bis poUcy wa»df4d0ou;furtutQre, bs^ 
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£50 on another cfottage. He stated^ ihaAe had a stroogr 
opinidri in his mind that his house would be burned and 
destroyed^ and he took off the £50 from the cottage, 
lind transferred it to the furniture, so that his policy on 
his househoM-furniture was <£500^ With regard to this 
fbrniture^ which was insured uhimately at £500, I shall 
<^I1 one of the servants, which is the best mrcpunil I caa 
give, and it is quite imptoissible that fnnlitare catAd be 
Worth one-half of that money. However, if he i» hi 
possession of any evidence to shew it is worth more, I 
shall be extremely happy; but the best account I can 
give of it is, that £500 would be an indemnity for more 
than double of what the loss amounted to* 

Gentlemen, on the night (^ the fire, the prisoner, bis 
wife, and servants, went to bed about nise o'clofck, and 
the prisoner at the bar was last np« I shall call a servant^ 
who will tell you that he was alarmed by bis master* 
and he will tell you that at that time Mr* Biogham was 
completely dressed, and he told him the bouse was on 
fire. After this, the boy wifll tell you be went dowft 
stairs, and went into the school-room, and m the middle 
of the school-room be found tome of the faggots he had 
brought a short time before, and a fife had been pot to 
them, and they were burning op towards the cieling, I 
do not recollect whether the fire had reached the cieling 
of the school-room. 

Gentlemen, it will be necessary to state the accooot 
the prisoner himself gave, because it will be necessary te 
contrast a part of that with the account which the bpjT 
will give you. The next day the prisoner gave this ac- 
count, chat he had gone to bed between nine and ten 
o'clock. He stated to one this sort of story, that he had 
gone to bed with a strong opinion that his house would 
be set on fire ; that he thought he heard a person about 
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fals h^sei th?il^^ gQt up and looked put of the window^ 
Ht f^und aphody. He wiept to bed again, and got up ^ 
«€fi05id tjme^ wh^n he sftw a n^an going away fronji W 
bouse towards Mareafi^ld-atreet. He went down s|airsji 
and examined all the rooms below, and returned up 
•tairg ag^ia : aad inhere \^ one singular clrouxostance, 
bis wife a^^d hjiva. if ;he had been in all the rooms he^ 
|ow> to which be mswepred, yes. She then asked hinx 
if he had been in the school-room ; he said, no, he had' 
not. And here there is a little variation in his story, aa^ 
told lo dilTerent witnesses. To one witness he said he 
went down stages, but on going to th6 inner door of th^f 
9chooI-*rQomj which pommunicated with the house, he 
saw a light tlt^rough the doo^, and smoke^ and saw things 
put MP agamst the door, and which would prevent hint 
fi>oixiL going into the school-room« The boy will tell yoa 
there was .nothing to prevent Mr. Bingham going into 
the sohooWoom. Finding he could not get in, he si^Sjr 
he went out into the yard by the back-door, and went to 
the outer door of the school-room^ and found fagots^ 
with forms and desks placed against the inner doon 
These fagots and this fire were burning, but were in so 
low a state, that, if he could have got a bucket or two 
of water, he could have extinguished the fire ; but that 
he could get no water but in a well seventy-five feet deep. 
But unfortomaQely tbeie was a pond of water close by, 
and also a bucket in the wash-house^ and he might have 
helped himself to water. 

He was asked as to his loss, and he stated that he had 
lost every thing. His plate and his watch were saved. 
There were some things found in the garden, -covered 
Cfv^ with nidtild and with chitkweed, and covered o^r 
wUh other things. He was asked why be had buried this 
property, and he bad refused to give any account of i^i. 
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Perhaps he may give some accoani of it" to day. When 
jrou find almost immediately before the fire these fiagots 
brought into a dry and coDveoient situation ; when you 
find him making this insurance a little time before the fire 
broke out, and expressing a strong opinion that his house 
would be burned down ; is it uncharitable to say^ his was 
that hand that did the act. But if you cannot say so by 
ypur verdict, that verdict will be far more satisfactory 
to me, and your verdict will satisfy the justice of the 
country. 

Gentlemen, these are the circumstances I have to lay 
before you : unexplained, they afford to my poor mind 
the strongest evidence of guilt. If you find that he is 
capable of explaining those circumstances to your satis- 
faction, it will be your duty to acquit him. But if, after 
hearing all the facts of this case on both sides, yott are 
satisfied he is the guilty person, (however painful it may 
be to your feelings,) you will say so by your verdict. 



EVIDENCE 



ON TH£ 



PART OF THE PROSECUTION. 



Mr. Richard J zUjueu, examined by Mr.Pooley. 

Q. — Mr. Jenner, upon the night of the 16th of January 
Jast, were you going home in company with your bro'* 
ther? 



A,— Yes. " ' •*;••" • • '■ •^^''- '•■ • ""' '•* 

^.-^At what hour ? 
* ;A.— About twelVfe o*clock. *- • 

''\ i^,— Did ypu pas^ though the street of Maresfield ? * 
•A.-^Ye8.' '  ••  ' .' •-'*.'.: 

Q. — In doing so> did you 'go near the house of Ml*. 
BiDghaoi? 

A.— I es, we left his house on the left-hand side. * 

. Q.— Is his bouse in sight of you ? * 

^'' "A.— Yes. . '  • ' ^ 

Q.-— When you passed his house at that time^ did you 

ohserve whether there was then any fire i 
A. — ^The street was all quiet. ^ - 

Q.-^ Were you in the course of that ilight or mornin^g 

alarmed? , ' 

' * • V 

' * A.— About three quarters of Jin^Tioiir 'after I arrived 
.home, aad ..as in bed, a servant boy from my brother 
came up, arid gave the alarm of fire. 

Ml:. PooLEY.-^Well, sir? 

A.— Upon which I jumped out of my bed, and wanted 

to know what was the matter. ' ' . . " ' ' 

Q,— Did you go down the street ?  

A. — Immediately, with two men-servants. 

Ci.-^pid you go up to Mr. Bingham's house ? 
' A.— Yes> I did. 

0« — -In what stat6 did ycru find it? 

A. — r found his house oii fire, raging violently* 

Q.*— 'At that time the flames were very violent i 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — ^This was near one o*clock ? * 

A. — It 'was after one : the school-roonl at thAt tinie was 
quite down. 
Q.*-Did you see Mr. Bingham, isirf 

• A,— I did, sir. 

K S 
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Q.— Row soon after you got there i 

^.— Perhaps it might be about five miatrte? ; fome my 
thereabouts. He seemed i^nxioujs tp ^ve the liqu/pr ia 
the peU^ri pnc^ f^ the wine. I land my men helped to 
throw in dirt> to endeavour to eztingubh it, an4 the 
l^ghhourhood lall round assisted. 

Mr. PooLby.— Well, sir? 

A.— rAfte^ I had b^n dtiere for aofne time^ I tho;aght 
I could be better 6ii>ployecl> by jgetting some refresh- 
ment for the people that were endeavouring to extinguish 
..tberfir^* 

Q ^l\\ yQ^ gjyg ^g Ijjg ftCCQUUt Of It f 

A. — When the fire was pearly .e^hw^ti^d,^ I had $ome 
^epnyersation wlj(h hm, and 9ske4 him how it had l^ap- 
pened ? He said it was maliciously done. H^ went^to 
fjiied about ten o'ciock* About half*after ten o'clock:, 
JVfrs* Bipghi^m thought ^be heaikl pomebody about thp 
house, in consequence of which he got up, and looked 
out at the window, but could not jSee any body. , He 
fls^d yx>u know I wa^ .ve;ry Ut, ;^ud fny answer was-^i^es. 
He went to his bed again ^ aod.md he could not sleep. 
About twelve o'clock, ojr between twelve and one, he 
fancied he heard iiomebody about the house. He goft 
up, and put on his breecbe^ and his sho^Sp and went 
down stairs to look into the lower ropms in the hoijise : 
when he went up sti^n^ i^gsun> .Mt3. Bingham asked him 
if he had beep in .^U the rooois helow i |I/e said, ^' l^es.*^ 
Mrs. Bin^b^ said, ''Have yov tbeen in the sol^ool- 
'' robm ?' He recollected and said, ** No/* 

Mr. Pool et. — Well, pir ? 

Wrtn^99*-^)iet me sj^e. — I thiqk he a^d he went up 
stairs, and put on some more clothes^ and looked put ait 
the wihdow, and he 9aid he si^w some person going aw&y 
from die comer of the house out into the tufi^ike^rtiad. 
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Uk^tM Mrs. Biii^mft dhe iMst ff^pOt^hmntU UfAiei^^ 
for sDmethitig was wnmg ffbo^t tbe^ lIM^. itftei^ iltet^ 
wtaf away^ somewhere, dbwo to il^r'brothct'8> orsome-^ • 
whei^> I cannot say. He ratfnii^ again about thti 
break of< day^ and* tboft^ me' by the attKl;' Mid he and f 
went down to the chnreh fbr sbme cbiidittt's'simdl-ci^aitlls- ' 
to^f^uim; 

Lord Chief BA*oK.-^That Wtti sbnie hoarse after*- ' 
wa:i^^ 

tA,-^ ctonot s^y ei^etly^ ttiy Loird*; I Was 'Very ^mf*'^ 
W^ITfent tb tty to fiWd koifai'cltfthcis''th« were ctoifei to» • 
thedhiirdr: • • • '- •• r' • " • . .. • ■'« 

Q.— ChildrenVcloth^^ I tttiflci ^dti^saul? 

'A-^Yes; iijiy Lordi aiid' sottile fcfeAds'^ for* otfaei^. 
After that I met him in the Iriortiiiig'/dhWii At iflgr bro« ' 
ther's^ at breakfast-time: he si^med to be v6ry iiBWeN4 ' 
Ife told me K^ w^ a liiined man'; that all bitiefie^ih 
were barni^di cfjttept' thati^hieh vmiM^'cm af liiaw 
ruins. . ^ ' 

Mr. Poe£BY.— Dfid be «ay "WbeiK ia^d* ? ' . ^ 

A. — ^No where particularly; nottomiiek ( told hin^l 
hoped he was not ; and t aiAed Mm ithlut' hit' thongfat W$ 
ptiopetlrj/> might be ^orth J lie »id he^ tibdngHt^ bir dotfafaa 
and linen were worth from <f 100 to .£150; that he thoughH'' 
the w4io^ of his goods >alti^getfaerw6r^'Wqrth> from- .fOMl 
to ^1000; and that he had only insured for £6QOi' . * - 

Q>i^0ayou knc^ fjpom him whetberi after be^dtfob« 

rrered the fire^ he went inta the HcbooHroom ^ ^*^ 

A.— -I know nothiti^aboutthsNi.- 
Qp— Did he tdl J0W whether he eoiild) ^t intw iff •■ 
A.-^YeB, I omitted to %UM tliat; he said^ wllenr Uki 
cMl« dbWa aiairfr the sdddnd thue tio^'si^aii^ the siihMlw^ 
room, he tried to enter the inner door lisiUK^g iMc^tfai 
schoolroom from the bouse : tMe^ tited^«# amei^ tlircra|h 
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that Jnner door^ biii.fa.efbuii<l itl>arricadoed> and crald . 
not -get in. He thought he sai¥ soiok^ through the qrack^ ' 
o£.tbat inner door. Being thus, prevented from entering 
the school-room^ through the ipner door^ he went ou^ at 
th]^ back door, which leads into the jard^ and there en- . I 
tered, the schopl-room by the outer d^or. >; ^ 

Q — He went into the yard to (he outer door ;.:did.he;; 
tell. you in what state jihat outer dpor. was ? • ] 

A. — It had been forced open by some ill-disposed per- .' 
soQ. Whep he jgot there he perceived ^ome ^ fagots, 
and some forms and tables^ in. the school-roomy against/ 
the inner door, which prevented it from being opened, 

Q.— Just soi'.Jhat is what he tpld you? . 

A» — ^That:]s,w.hathe told me| he. said the room .was 
full of smoke, when. he entered ; be, pushed to his drawers 
to -search for some, writings. . ., : .• : 

Q. — He attempted to get at that drawer where. ^thi?; 
vriilangs w^rej and gotout a baiidful of writing^ f 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — Did he teli yon what^wriiings^they. wer^ J .... 

lAirrr^d> hp djino^. ; . V :. / f \ 

cQ.-ni§l«r.ito what tfeey referred? ;r . ' ! ; «' 

^A^nvrlSQi;! by opening the dpor. the fire wa6. kindling , 

^Qt-r^InciMisequence of. .^..admission of frjesh. air it 
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began tp pby I 

-A#«^ye$, and had he had two or three pails of iwat^r 
he thought h^.K^ould put it out.. <. , . 
Q. — Well, sir, goon, if you please.f. 
A. — I do not reaollect any. Hhing at |>reisent, .1 v^ 
wQ.TT-He told yp« if he bad had two or jbr^e pails of 
water he . coyld ' hay/9 put it out? Did you ask him 
kere tb^ water was ? 

f A»F^J:J^«i«^w,vIjfrp it jvan, .. ^. ^.. .,» _ ., ., . »i 
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Q. — Did yon ask him where it was i 

A. — He was at that time a good deal agitated^ a^d I 
did not. ''•'"' 

Q. — ^Yon went to the chureh and had ebnversatioi^ 
with him about the loss he had sustained I' 

A. — ^That was down at my brother's hoase. 

Q. — ^Now^ after that, in consequence of any informa- 
tion that you had received from any body,— from Paris, 
West, or Banks, yoii must not tell iis what they said to 
you, but in consequence of what they told you, did yo« 
go into his garden ? ' • 

A.— I went down to the bottdm of his garden, where 
the new stable is erected. 

Q. — Did you go there in consequence of what Paris 
told you ? 

A. — Yes, in consequence of information that wasgjfen 
me I got to that place, and took up about sixty blank 
copy-books.' • ^ 

Q.«»When did you find them? 

A.«— On the left hand side*«-*Sixty blank copy-books 
concealed under some earth. 

Q.-^-How far under earth } 

A.— There was some loose earth over them, and some 
chickweed. >i 

*''^.— Had if the appearance of being lately done f 
'* A.""*je8* 

Q.— 'What did you do with these copy-books? 

A. — ^They were in a parcel, I carried them to the 
fMiblic house at. Maresfield, and they have since been 
kept under seal. One Banks was present when they were 
found. . . ' : : ' - 

Q.— Now, were you with Joseph Adkins when he dis- 
covered ally thing ? « ' . • . : ,. ;/. 

A.— I was. 
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Q.--Where» • 

: A. — Down bjjr tM^ n^w %tabUp cQUpeal^d un4ff 4 Iktle 
earth, some summiDg^booksy^'-soine ciphering«))pok«y 

Q.— Was any thing planted f . . 

A,— There was $oi9cihwg p)a9ftec}> twt whm.f ca^miot 

, Q.r^Priut 4id it apj^ai) to be im^ lately ? j 

. A«-*^Ye6(> it *d^ but not so lately as.th/j efWv Tlif 
fcoekjB under this: ehickweed W^xe fo^^ ia.^eiiipruia^ 
and the others wfire found in the evening pf that:4fff;<r 

Q,-r-Pi4 you on. ttart iay qf.rt: ^y tinp^ go into/the 
privy f 

; A>--;i-We fouftd some more books: ihat QKeniigk i Afitei> 
wards we went into what they call the chicken'-b<)|V89^ 
0s4. three or four crept in. on our hands and knees. hito 
Ihehack part, twelve or fifteeafeet, a^d fonnd SQmie aCK 
count-books under chumps and trees, — wood, 

Q. — You found some aeeount^^booksf Bm^ yon got 
them? 

A.— Adkins has got them. 

Q.~You took them away, Stake il> for graiaM^i 
, A>*-htAdkinsi did^ 

Q.— Did you after that search or find any thing j : 

A.T-^YcB, I dik}; Oh Smday,^ January: 27Ar ^Mt 
five o'clock, I found these parcels, these two parcels.^n^ 
cealed oVei drt privy^ 
' Qi^T-Now, you i»nst stated ia what pari oi the. privy ? 

liOBiD Chlbb BA&oNi.-r««Waa th^e.any roof orer. tbf 
privyc wbeve you found diem: ? 

A. — I looked over the cieling of another fxiyjMlMm 
ifooodtiiem, 

Mr. PooLBY.<— There were two privies- i|^9iwu%| 

A.— Thi^e were three. 
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tbecielingof another^ did you fin^^lnitt ? ' 

A.-^foutid'tfii&t #bicfc h^ iilt mf Mi^ itt ilie pi^^tefifce 
ofCaVie/{lnd66]heqtiflh. ' ' ' *" ; 

Q.— What does that contain ? Open them. 

A. — I sealed it ap^ and it hi&^ttoittieeh op^iled^shiee I 
Ibronght it from Lewes homiitid tMghliSimeft. ^Thath 
all the quills and papers I found. 

MT..f)MBAo» ^ntEMWi^rr^^&i^. imm> t0^ l^ old 

* A.— r iTevfer exfamWtf theiii . 

Mr. PooLEY.— Do yoM hipjJen td tto# ttiM thes^ 
|>4pers relatie to Mi*. Bln^hW'b cbrictetns^^ 

A.F-Y0U will be better ihh to jtrd'g)^ df tHat tbalff ' t 
<jah: ^- •  * '.' ■' •'' 

^J-.— Are t*ere atfjr of thescf iid life hatid'-wifting ? 
A-— Yes^ there are. ' 

' Qj.— iSfeew u6 whidi are iii his' hand^Writing ? 
IHere the witness pointett oui iotmj' 
^.—Did AdKins examine them ? " ' ' 

A.— I am satisfied these are itf Wik hand-writing, 
Q.— Von have l6oi:ed at Aem ? 
A.*— Yes, and some of them are, hut not all* of tfieiii i 
iiui some of them are in Mi^. Bingham's hahd^writmgJ 
There are some with the w^ter-inarli^ Evans and Sqn^, 
IfiOOy the same. a|s the letter. 

LoBD Chirf Bahon.— They are inerely private par 
pers, I suppose? ... 

'^ Mn Fo6i.EY.^I)ld you fin^ any tning else,, Mr. Jfen- 

A.— ^Np, sir, I cRd not fecoirect any things else. 
<3t^no you know whether there is an jr water neai" (lie 
ik;h6ol-room> swf 
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not speak to it preciady. 

• IiOftD CntjE^w Baroh. — It is nearer than the wdl? 
A.— No^ I should think it was not; I cannot say ex* 

«ctJy. 

• Q.^ — The well is a deep well.? » 
A.-^It is .a deepish well. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Common.Sekjbant.. 

ft 
ft 

Q* — This poor clergyman said he had. lost 9Ji\ exoept 
some few articles h^ had saved i , 

• • • 

A. — He said he had. lost al) except the goods he h^ 

left there^wlmt, he had saved. ^- ' 

Q. — Now, Mr. Jenner, your memory failed you on 
one occasion.— 'Did you uot see the melted plate dug out 
of the ruins ? 

A. — I was not there at that time ; . I saw some of it after- 
wards in a melted state. 

Q. — A dozen of spoons or some of that plate would 
be more valuable than a few copy-books and quills I 

A. — ^To be sure spoonswquld be more vf^luable* 
^ ,Q, — ^You saw some of it afterwards in ft melted state ; 
they could not find it all> but I ask you ^whether what 
they, did find was not in a melted state f . 

A. — Some of it was. 

Q. — That was found in the middle of the fire ? 

t' ... ,, "•,••• 

A. — ^Yes. 

a — How might it fare with his watch ? That was melted; 

• , . - '...'■..» * . - . . ' » . 

was It not r 

A. — I have heard so ; but I did not see it,. 

Q, — But the plate was . melted. — NoW;^ you had heerk 
in the habit of visiting him, good sir^ had he not a.great 
deal of very good linen ? 
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A. — ^Upoti my word I cannot say ; Itiever went up staiii 
to the bed^rooms ; I have seen.cl^tties on the table. 

Q.— Perhaps you do not knpw so nmch of linen as yodr 
wife ? i 

A. — I do not know it, 

Q,— There was no want of linen ? — Do yon know lie 
had received a valuable present frpm his relations ? « 

A.-— I have no Reason ^o doubt it; but 1 cannot say 
either way as to that. , . 

Q. — I presume you were not very ixiuch alarmed^ si^ ; 
you and your neighbours i 

A. — I certainly was,, and so were all other persons. / 

Q«— -And so the first act you. sa>y 'Mr. Bingham pear- 
forming at the fire was the act of endeavouring to save a . 
part of that which was insured, the liquor r 

A.— Yes. 

JU^emmined by Mr. PooLEY. ,. 

Q.««iYou must give an account of things found by your^ 
self. So that you have no knowledge of where th&t 
piate was found except where others told you i 

A. — Certainly not : I know nothing about that. 

Thomas Caley, examined by Mr. Barnewall. 

Lord Chief Baron. — How old are you ? • 
A-— Twelve years old* « 

Mr. Barnewall. — Did you live as servant with Mr. r 
Bingham? 
A.— Yes, sir. ^? 

Q.— You did? . ' 

A.— Yes, sir. .., . ,^ .;-..... 

Q. — Do you recollect when the fire happened? 
A.— Yes.  > 
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4^— When Pfm-Usi 

> * 

A.-^DttHnn^ay nn^rtiiiig. 

ing any property from the school-room to the corn- 
room? 

.A.-^'Tes* afit. 

Q.^Wb«t did yott' cany? 
' A.-«-SonY^ pftro^lb ^ith neAls, luld'bodks; ftnd^iides*. 

Q» — By whose order did you carry these tliibgs? . 
'A--Mi'. Bingham's; ' 

Q^, — Did you carry any papers ? 

A.-**Yes., sh', they were wrapped up' iii- papers. 

0^.^ — How many tinl'es did you go backwards and f6r- 
WardkF 

A. — ^I dare sdy t was ahoVe a dozen of times in altl ] 

Q» — Did Mr. Bingham carry any thing I 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.— He did? 
. •/Ii»''*"''"*x<e8^i8ir» 
I Q« — ^Wbat did he carry ? 

A.--Some books^ and I do not know what the othe^i 
were. He caixied some parcelsw 

Q. — Now how many times did he go backwards and 
forwards carrying these books and pareels? 

A.— -I cannot tell how many times^ bat he went seven! 
times, sir, in" 1ih)ef. day. 

Q. — Had you any occasion, in tfie evening" of tbut iif^ 
tegoiiitothryardf 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.— You had ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^About what time in the evening wat^ it?' 

A.— Betw^eMf fi\^ and stji: o'clock; idr. 

Q. — ^Who did you see, sir. 
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A, — I saw Mr. Bingham itt<tbe.cluf^kfMi0lis^ v^ 
Q.— Was that the place you C9fm^j'^ hooks \and 
parcels to? 
A. — No^ sir. 

Q. — Did you 96^ Mr« Bingbfa^, t^^re i 
A«— *I did, wlien I was gpiog tbroagb ithe yai4 ^^ 

Q*— What did he say to you ? 

A. — I was gpiog fhroogh the yard jCor .peatf » a^dhe 
opened the door of the 4phicfeen<^hoi;is^ and airked noe 
where I was going to ? 

Q. — ^You said jrpu wcore gping to th^ jai?d for f€MMi 

Qt<— What did he say ? 

A^^^Hfi told 4ne I wa^ wtf to eome )tbat imy back 
•gain. 

Q.«M.Which way did you usqajly go? 
A. — ^Thrai^h tl^rt ^ard, «ff. , 

Q.TT<^Wb&t tim(l did y^a gp ^. hf)d that iMg^t.f 
A*-*About nine o'clock, sir. 

Q^^Ia; cfi|is6Quenp^ of your M^ wmiw^: huck that 

way, which way did you come hack ? 
A, — I went back through th^ other yaffd* 
Q. — Could you see #t ^ time whsat Bingham #as 

doing ? 

A.— No, sir. 

Q.— How you say ypn wept ,to bed ahouit nine o'clock, 

what time did yon awake ? 
A***^! did ftom awake natom tiU Mr. Bmgh^km oalled 

Qd-— You went to bed about miie ? 
A-^Yes, ' . 

Q.*-Wkat time were you awoke i 
A. — ^It was hetweeH twelve and one o!diack. 
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Q.— Who called you up ? 
A.— Mr. Btngham. • 
Q. — Between twelve and one i 
A. — ^Yes, sir, 

Q. — What did you do when you got tip ? ' 
A. — I went to alarm the village. «• ' 
Q.-->What was the state of the school-room at that 
time ? 

• A. — ^The fire was not very large then. * 
Q. — ^The fire was not very large then ? 
A. — ^No, sir. - 

<3|.— Did you go into the 6chool-room? 

A.— I went and stood on the sill of the schoot-room 
door. 

Q.-T-Could you see from that th^ state the room ^as in 
at that time ? 

A.— I- Yes, sir. • • ' '. **" '* 

Q. — ^Now will you describe the i^tateof it ? ^ . 

A. — ^One^ide of the room was in a flare ; but the Vnel- 
ingwas not. ^ • . i 

' Q.— -What woa burning at that time in diegichool- 
foom? 

» 

A. — I saw some fagots. 

Lord Chief Babon. — ^Where? 

A. — In the school-room. 

Mr. Barnbwall.-" Whereabouts.^ 

* A. — About the middle of the room. * 
Q. — What sort of fagots were they ? 

' A. — ^The fagots I had carried the day before ; I had re- 
moved them into the woodhouse the day before, where 
the wood was usually kept. * ^ 

Q. — By whose order did you so remove these fagots the 
^y before ? 

A. — Mr. Bingham's* 
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Q.-»Did he tell you why you were io remove them ? 

A, — No/ sir. 

Q. — How many had you removed to the wood-house 
the daybefore2 : 

A. — ^There were fourteeo or. fifteen^ 

Q.«— Fourteen or fifteen i • 
' A.— Yes, »ir. 

Q.<— Had yoii any opportunity of seeing, at the time 
you were standing at that place, at the schoc^foom door^ 
how many weie burning ? 

A. — No» I could not tell .how many were burning. - 

Q..-.Could you see the inner deor * tfamt coniknttmc&ted 
with the house f . -* 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — Now was there any thing against that door? 

A.— No, sir* . - 1.- 

Q. — ^To prevent a person from opening it on the other 
side? 

A. — Thei^ wa$ . nothing up against the door. — 

Q. — What was there burning besides the fagots? 
* A.— Nothing, 'sif. --'' ' 

Q.— 'Did yoii afterwutis examine the fagots that re- 
mained in the wood-house ? *• ' 

A.— -Th^j^ wdre only two in the morning. ' 

' Q.-^Can, you say, with i certainty, whether they wVe 
the same sort of fagots ? ! * ' 

A, — Yes. .... 

Q.— «As were removed into the wood-house the day 
before ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Lord Chief Baron.— What sort were they? IMd 
you see the tables and forms in the school-room i 

' A. — ^Yes. 

Q.— Were they burning ? 
A.— Some of them^ere. 



K. — The desks stood wbeie tliey osoally did^ «p ^4ie 
side of ifaewsodom^ 

LoBD CaiBf BASoHi««i»WIier6 ircro the ftmifti 

A.^-»Up at the side ef the desks. 

Q* — And where were the tables f 

A«— The one was on one sideHrl^ere the ire "was^ mud 
oae.wasnp attbe other end at tlieMtside door ^vpi^auiac 
the outnde door. 

Q. — Which was homings tablet or ^onusf 

A/— The tables ; o«e tMe mvwboming. 

Jfr, BAftjiewALi.j«^Wen the fagists nea^r to ^leml 

A.«— Yes, sir. 

Q.— They were ? 

A. — Yes* or. 

Q.— The fagots were near that table thai was inirn- 

A.— Yes. 

Q/— At the outer dooir of the schoM-room i 
A.-— Yes^ air. 

Q.— Now in what state was the outer door that wa^ not 
of gUss i!**-Did itmppear to Jbelnpoken or forced I 
A.^No. 

Lord Chi bf BaRo^.H^Did yon emnkie it f 
.A*-^did oot take partiealar irotipeof it; but4tdid 
not appear to be broke. 
Q.i^Did the door appear as nsuai i ' 

, A»''^^os# 



^ Crou^^amncd by Mr. Cquuov Sbjuxakx. 

Q.~Has your master ever corrected you, Mr. Jean6r ? 
A. — No, sir. -- 

Q.— I ask you if your master >ef er fioxne(tked}!Ott f 
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A.«-^Wheii Mr. Bingham was my maater^ h€lttedta 
Icold at me if I did any tbing wrong. 

Q. — ^Telling lies is doing a thing that is wrong i . 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — When he has corrected you, has it not been &r 
telling lies f Did he not frequently scold you fot telUng 
lies i 

A. — ^As he said. 

LoBB Chief Babon.— Answer the question? . ^ ' 

A*— Yes, sir* - .. . . - .. 

Mr. Common SerjeAnt*— Frequently before the fire 
happened f 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — Now, when your master called you to go and alarm 
the Tillage, what was the nearest way to the village \ 

A, — ^To come down stairs : Twent out of thatdocM: a&d 
round the school-room, by way of going the nearest way 
to the village. 

Q. — You went round by the schaol-room ? — . 

A.— That was the nearest way. 

Q.— - And you staid there some time :-»*<*how. long did 
you stay there f 

A. — I was not long* 

Q. — You staid to examine the door ? - 

A; — And I staid to look at the door, to see it was all 
right* 

Q. — Did you examine the door to see that it was all.- 
right? 

A. — I looked at the door to see whether it was broke 
open : — I stood close against the door. 

Q. — How came you to be examining the' door at thol 
time ? Did you examine the door or not ? 

A.— No, sir, I did nQt examine it.; I looked at t1}e 
door. 
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'*Q<«-4Vkat^M-yoQ look at the door foriit'tliftt dme? 

A, — ^I went in to look at the fire 

Q. — Had you any reason to examine whether the door 
was broken or not ? 

A«— None. 

^•^Bid yon examine it to aee iwhedKr it was^brolmi or 
not? 

A.— No, sir. 

Q.— You aAecwaeda h««ted itkis docnriiad beenbtEoken? 

A.— They told me the next day the door had been 
broken open. 

Qw — But at that time you had no idea it was briAen i 

A. — No, sir. 

(Q.-^Now do ndit let one stop yon, finish your sentence 
first :— «Now, who mnko.ved ifae wood firom that place i 

Witness«w.Fiom where ? 

Mr. Co«MOK Sbejbant. — ^Frosn the stack to the 
common wood-house i . 

A.— -I brought some, and Mr. Batenian brought some. 

Q. — ^Now, my lad, who desired you to bring that i 

A.--*Mr. Binghaoi himadt 

Q. — ^You helped Bateman to do it i 

A.-^— Yes, sir. 

Q. — Only you helped bita i 

A.'—Yes, air, 

Q. — How many did you bring from the stack to the 
wood^boasej 

A. — Fourteen or fifteen. 

Q.'*<-Now I mil ask yen whetlier BatemMi went to ike 
wood-house the next morning i 
4A. — ^Yes, sir* 

Q. — Do you mean to swear there were only two fagots 
inthe wood4i0useiiextiBoiraiiigf » 

A. — ^There were other fagots; but there were only two 
holly fagots. 



^. — ^Who desired you to go there the nekt momittg ? 

Ar^ ypH m^ ^P^e tW Mj?. Siftgham oide^ed yoa t^ re« 
^ove these fagots ? 
A. — Yes, sir. 

Q,'r^4re yott qeUe $ttr^ of tbM ? 
A.— Yes, 

Q.— Was thai the place to which tlxQJr y^&t lisneliy 
inoved from the stack of Vfood f-r-Wft^ thi^t the glBce 
yott brought the wood to, when wood waft w^iiied i 

A.— -There m^ i^ WSKVI wmtilig therie : xhexe was 
plenty of oak fagots 

Q— Ho?v long 4^4 yiPt]t ill^ir at the s^hoolrbouli^f «» 
amining it> before you we^t tQ tfie TiHl^g^ <^)^ g^Q the 

A. — I did hot stay qiiit^ ten thinut^s. 

Q. — How came you not to go directljr irlieii f6nt 

A^Tfnl lo^ifed iatp t^e fohootrrpcim to see whether it wu 
broke out all ayisr* 

Q. — ^Were y9« npt ^Aost SitffoKJftted witfe th? smokie? 

A,-rrT^o^ aiir \ I stood at the outer door. 

Q.— Hof^ did the smoke get out ?— Did it Wt almost 
rfipajfyow? 

A.iwNp, *iri 

Q.— Was there not much ? 
A, — There was not mufch thepi* 
Q. — ^There was not much smoke thj^nf 
A. — No, sir. 

Q. — ^You were examined before ^ ju^tif^ies? 
A. — ^Yes, si^t 

Q.— And the ^ne WM fe^tw/een yott end tfee im^Xf^V^^ 
A. — About the middle of the room. 
Q.-rrrTb,e ^fc t)i»t kk^H WW tetoewi joai and the 
inner door? 

hi 

i 
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Q,— Are you quite sure it was not between you and 
that inner door ? 

A. — I am certain of that. 

Q. — ^Your stood on the sill of the door nine or ten mi* 
nutes^ with thes^ fagots burning all the time ? 

A,— Yes, sir, 

Q. — Do you know Palmer ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 
- Q. — You saw him perhaps the next morning ? 

A.— He was about the fire. 
' Q.— You never spoke to him about the fire ? 

A.— Speak to him ; I might. 

Q.— Did you not tell him* you did not see any thing of 
that fire ? 

A. — No, sir. 

Q. — Now, sir, on the Friday ? — the next morning was 
Thursday. On the Friday did you not tell him you had 
seen nothing of the fire ? — You never told him so ? 

A. — I did not say any thing of that fire ? 
. Q. — You never said any thing of that fire to him ? 

A. — No, sir. 

Q. — ^There were some fagots that had quite burned? 
Suppose twelve were carried in, how many were quite 
burned ? 

A. — Four or five were burned. 

Q.— Quite consumed ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — Not to be seen? 

A. — ^There were some burned short pieces. 

Q. — ^Was.it burning on a wood-fioor? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — And four or five fagots were qpite consumed ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 
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Q.— You could stand at the door without any inconve- 
nieace, though the fire had got that height: the four 
fagots were quite burned ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — And be as comfortable as you are now ? 

A.-— Not as comfortable as I am now. 

Q. — Not in the least incommoded by the fire ? 

A. — No, sir. 

Lord Chief Bahon. — Is the school-room a wood^ 
buildings or is the outer wall of bricks ? 

A.— The outside wall is brick, 

Mr. Common Sebjkant.— I tell you what I wish 
you to be particular about. You know Palmer perfectly 
well ? 

A. — Yes, sir. * 

Q. — Did he not ask you, whether you saw the fire ? 

A.— Yes, sir. - 

Q,— What answer did you give him ? 

At— I told him, yes. 

Q.— -And what else did you tell him then? , 

A. — I did not tell him about the 'fagots. 

Q.— You did not tell/him you staid ^t the the schofil* 
room door? 

A. — No, sir. 

Q.-^You did not tell him what you had seen of the 
fire? 

A.— JIo, sir, 

Q. — Did you not say to him if I had gone dowQi the 
other stairs I should have seen it i He is here. 

A. — No, sir. 

Q.— >You are quite sure you did not tell ium tha^f 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q, — ^You were there all the day, wer? you not ? 



t^— If Mir. l^inghiid hacl Ueh hiiiioVibg toy vaMMte 
funiitnre, yoa must have seen it. 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— Thet-fe ■wete tl»ing9 rtmoteB^^-^pa^ets into the 
porn-room i 

A.-— Yes. 

Q.— Supposing the house to take fire, the tom-foon^ 
V^uW be ib ias mticji danget as any part abdut it? 

A.-rYes, sir* 

Q.-r-How far is it froni the house itself ^\AM(t down tq 
the bbttbmof the garden? T^iis *r*s r^ttioyed iat6 the 
istahtef 

A.— Yes; sir. 

4 

Q.^What 5Qrt of things were they ? wy^ lofrgc ^e^e 
^e parcels i 

A. — Not very large parcels. 

Q.— Felt lik^ papet, A\A ihtyl 

A. — ^Yes^ sir, 

Q,— Wheh you Wcte caitylng thctti Mti Bitlghand yas 
filso carrying -soihe pap^rsji and this ifete just after the 
koMiyljiirghsoveV? 

A. — Yes. 

Q. — ^The school was going to liegih i 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — And these things were in the school ; and wli^ th^ 
school began it must be cleared ? 

A. Tliese things wer^fe generally kept thefe. 

Q. — ^Tbff school must be cleared ? 

A. — Thesip things were generally kept i^ thfe school? 
rooih, 

Q. — ^What things were they i 

A*--^Bookir^ naib^ faf66ks> andridefs^ <A faijuges;, plr^up* 
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porters^ — that is the meaning of rides, they may be worth 
about five shillings per dozen, or thereabouts; I do not 
Jcnow how much they dre worth. 

Q. — Did you help to remove your ms^ster's plate? That 
was not rehioved^ but lilLelted i 

A.-r-I did not see it. 

Q. — Did you see' it afteewarda,: wb^n k wad d^>08itM 
pt'tk^ hkidMsmitlk's ^ With whom d6 you Hvenow^? 

A, — ^With Mr. Richard Jeniier* , . 

Q^ Bid'yta gb to« Hilar direoUy aftbr the fire I 

A, — I slept at my mother's one night, and two or ihvse 
nights fit Mr. Thomas Jennei-fs, 

-Q«4i«fKtf you' tell $p?f< bod^ who WQft ji^r^smi few the 
^re ti6elc itsfcourse'? 
: A»^No,' s&F ; tail I f^asp e^sitaiined* before tile jiGffiliiio^s. ^ . 

Ql^Then you keptiailvthai) seccet ta younetfi-i^^dw' 
long after the ftre yf^s \t that you were e^^amiiSed beffore^ 
^ justitari^' 

Q.— rWas any thing more ^lke4 of in the village than" 
how the fire tQol^ place } 

Q^ii^Was it not very jnuch talhed pf ? 
At-^¥e8i ^Y I Btoerfi ti% fhe i*ll of the adhool-rodm 
doorj and I saw it. 
. Q.— Put you tpld flohody, no agent, afly* tlimg of 

A.— No, sir. 

Q, — ^Who took you to attend Mr. Adkins ? Yovt Bad 
ficAing^ tO' ^uneeaU Yoq hi^d iio reason to-ke^p-that a 
secret? 

A. — No, sir. 

Mr. CoMiiid^ SWM(«AW^-i-A4id yftt you neter m^Dr 
tiooed it? 
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J^-examned by Mr. BARjNEWALtt 

 '  d • ^ 

Q. — Did you see any thing of Mr. Bingham? 

A. — No, sir, 

Q. — Did you see 6im th^t morning ? 

A. — I came down through the room where Mrs. Bing« 
ham was dressing the children. 

Q. — At the time he called you, in^ what, state was his 
dress? ' 

A.-»*His dress was as usual. 

Mr. Common Serjeant. — Now this is perfecdy new^ 
and does not arise out of my cross-examination. Cduld 
yoij ifM the exact number of fagots that were burned? 
Can jfou take on yourself to say th^e were four or ftve 
consumed ? 

A. — ^That night I carried fourteen or fifteen to the 

woodrhous^ and the next noioming there were only twOji 
sift 

Maey Cox, espamined by Mr. Serjeant Best. 

Q.-^M^ry Cpx, I believe you lived a^f nur$e*maid in 
the family of Mr. i^inghai^ ? 
A.-.^Yes, sir. 

Q'— Do you remember l^is going to London at the 
latter end of last year ? 
A.-wYes, sir. 

Q.— About what time was it When he went to Lon* 
don? 

A.— The 29th of December. 

Q»r-When did he return to the countiry ? 
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A>-*— He staid a fortnight in London aiid returned again 
on the 12th of January. 

. Q. — ^Po you recollect any thing particular happening 
on the iev^ning of Wednesday, January the l6th, the 
Aight before the fire f 

A, — ^Yes, sirt 

Q.-^What was it ? 

A--^My master went out twice that evening* 

Q.— At what time of the evening did he first go out? 

A.— About six o'clock. 

Q.f—Where did he go tp ? 

A, — ^I do not know* 

Q, — By which door, front or back dopr? 

A.-^By the back door. 

Q.^^Did he take a lanthorn with him^ 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.-^How iong was he out at that time ? 

A. — ^About a quarter of an hour. 

Q. — At what time did he go pu|: jagain ? 

A.— •About weight o'clpck. 

Q.-^Did he go the back way ? 

A.r — ^Yes, rir. ; 

Q. — Did he take a lanthorn with him the second 
time? 

A. —Yes, sir, 

Q.— *How long was he absent that time ? 

A- — ^About half an hour* 
. Q. — Po you recollect whether during the time, the 
second time, Mr. Bingham was out, the boy^ who has 
just been examined, went out intt) the yard f 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — For what did he go out? 

A.~F9r— 
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G.T-He went ouf for a feeisket ef jJeat, didt h^ Aof ? 
4. — ^Ye$, sir, 

Q.-^I do not a&k yon tefiat he said, but did tliie boy 
tell you ^n^ paiitictiit?^r$ ^\i^n h^ y(tis out th$ se?toi»f 

A. — Nq^ sir 5 when be was out the first tim^. 

Lord Chief Baron.— I thought it y^ns after ffie ae- 
ciwd timc.*-fWhen wa^ it, the first or se^jotfdf tiBPt? U^liriMi 
pvtti 

A^ — ^The hoy went out before the fitsf time' ? 

Mr. Serjeant BES-y.-s^Hedidi^ go oxt^ ^galcfb^fi^i^ 
|be second time i 

A. — Nq, sir. 

Mr* Serjeant Best. — That Wasirfy Ihtstakcf. 

Mr. CoMMQi^ S:^it/EAifrt.— ^Wftai he said <J«?xwt b© 
evidence* 

Mr. Serjeant Bsst.— NxW t^hat titt^did yoiT ^to 
bed that night ? 

A. — ^About ten </elbck. 

Q. — Who was last up in, Xlc^e^ Ifeusd'thfirl itig(lM^^ 

A»-^Mr. Bingham. 

Q,«^Had you seen your mistresis and iS^ i^st C^ ^ 
ibftilytdbed? 

A. — ^Yes,* sjr. 

Lord Chief Baron. — Was Mr. Bingl^i^ usttallyh^ 
up or not ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Mr. Serj^eai^t Bust.— At wlw^t thfte 6f the liig^f iffere 
you calTedf 

A.— A little paiBt twelw. 

Q. — ^Whom were you called by ? 

A.— My mistress. 

Q. — Was your miitress dressed ? 
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A.-^She had on all he? clmh^s htit her gowft afkd lieeH? 
}iandkerchief. 

Q.— She h^d all hfel* tbtbes ott eitcept her gown and 
!peck^hatidberehief? You wete ^larmfed by the ct^ of 
pre ? 

Q.— Now, were you tpld to giet Up ^tid 4resd toufr? 

*em ^ • 

A. — ^Ves. 

Q.— Did you do that! 

A.— Y6B,sir. 

Q. — ^The^e was another servant in your bouse? 

A.— Yes, sir, 

Q. — ^Did that servant siefp in thfe ^ame room that yoi^ 
jjleptin? 

A.r^Ves, 6ir. 

Q.r-And she ^as alarmed at the same time? 

A.-r-Yes, sir, 

Q.— Did you get up the phildreni 

A- — I did not. 

Q.-^Now, tnadam, haw long had ydn lived in this 
house? 

A. — About fpur months. 

Q.^^And you knew the preniisestfery wfell? Yon kaew 
li^here the school-room was i 

A.^Yes,sir. 

Q*— Was there a pond near the srdhool-faom? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.— -^ould there be any difficuhy in getting water 
from that pond at the time, if you had had a bucket? 

A.— No, sir. 

0-— Nov«^, madam, do you know whether there were 
liny buckets about the premises ? 

A.r-'Yes, sir. 
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0, — ^Wbere were they standing ? 

A. — In the brewhouse. 

Q.— How near was the school to the brewhouse ? 

A. — It was at one end of the house^ and the other wa« 
at the other end. 

Q,-*How many yards asunder were th^y ? Wer^ they 
the length of this court? 

A. — ^I'hey might be the length of this court. They 
might have got water from this pond. 

Q.— Do you recollect your master coming into the bed- 
room about the same time that your mistress did, or Just 
after? 

A» — Just as she was going out, 

Q* — Was it a minute or two ? 

A. — It was about a minute. 

Q — ^You qannot tell me whether he was dressed ox not 
at that time f 

A. — ^He was dressed^ sir, 

Q. — Completely dressed? 

A.— Yes. 

Lord Chief BARON.-^Not only all bis clothes on, 
but on in the usual way ? 

A.— Yes, sir, 

Mr. Serjeant BEsXi — ^As in the day time ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.*«-Now, having lived four months in this familyj^you 
can tell us what the state of the furniture was ? How many 
rooms below were furnished ? 

A. — Five rooms below stairs. 

Q. — Do you mean to say furnished ? 

A. — ^There were seven, with the two cellars, 

Q. — Can you tell us what the furniture of that house 
consisted of? 

A. — ^No, sir, I cannot tell you in particular what it 
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was. I know a good many things, but not all things in 
the house. 

Q. — How many parlours were there ? 
A.— Two. 

Q* — ^What furniture was there in the large parlour i 

A.— There was a sofa, a carpet, and some rush-bot« 
tomed chairs^stained chairs ; but I do not know hoW 
many there were, 

Q. — Were there any looking-glasses ? 

LoBD Chief Babon, interposing.— It will be for them 
to shew what furniture there was in the house. 

Mr. Sebjeant Best.— To be sure, my Lord. 

Habby Adkins, examined by Mr. Pooley. x 

Q. — Adkins, you are a Bow-street oflScer i 
A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q«— Your brother, Joseph Adkins, lives with Lord 
Sheffield/ 

A. — ^Yes,^ir. 

Q.— And a letter was sent, at the request of Lord Shef- 
field, for you to come down to see if you could make any 
discovery ? 

A. — ^Yes, on January the 21st. 

Q. — Did you go to his house ? 

A.— I went to Maresfield, and I saw him at Mr. Tho- 
mas Jenner's, and he said, I suppose you are^the person 
that came from London to inquire after this fire. 

Q.— State all that passed between you and him.^ 

A.— I told him I was, and that I wished to know the 
particular circumstances that occurred at the time of the 
fire, and previous to the fire. He then said he suspected 
a man of the name of Goldspring, In consequence of 
taking his licence awaj^, he suspected he was the person 
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ifcftt let 4re to h\^ hpus^; Abo^t ter^ o'el^oU b# ini Hii 
family went to bed : about half psiSt ten he h^i^d foot-^ 
Steps under hid wiii^PW ; tb«^l he gQl; iip to Im windowi 
and Iboked o(it> but saw lid one. He returned t€k hid 
Ibed ; abPl^i balf p^i^t i^lev^n be be^rd the aam^ thing 
again) he.th^H got \]pj weqt to the w^ndowi aeid leaked 
null but aav a§ one, Aboijit a quarter Ji>afore one h^ 
and his wife were alarmed with a doise of thfi wtenckfing^ 
as it were> of the schoQl^room outer door, sir; He got 
up to the window^ and saW a mab walking in a dipeotioa 
from his house ; it was then mooR-ligbt^ but eould net 
tell whether th^ man had a brown eoat on er a white 
smock-frock ; that he then piit on his breeches and stock- 
ingSy and went with a poker in his hand down staiira. He 
looked through the passage into all the rooms ; was re- 
turning up stairs^ when Mrs. Bingbam^ called to him> 
and asked him if he had looked into all the rooms^ and 
if he had looked into the sc^hool-rpom ; he said be had 
looked into all the rooms^ but be had not looked into tfarcf 
school-room ; he went into his room, and put his eoat 
and Waistcoat under his erm^ and returned 4owtt stairs 
again. 

Q.— Directly ? 

A. — Directly. He went to the inner door leading to 
the school-room, and was a liltle astonished when he found 
it was fast, and not in its usual way ; that he coidd see a 
little amofce through the creviaes of the door. He ^a 
went out^ and went to the outer schoolroom door; he 
found it open $ he weni into the school, and against the 
inner door he found several fagots. A table was stand-^ 
ing e?er them, and benches against tbem^^^-against the 
fagota, and the table was ever the ftigot^ borniogv 
He had <£30 in his chest of drawers in the sehool-romtf; 
he pushed to them for the purpose of taking it out, biU 
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eotild not, not baviog the kej with him. Ther^ w^i)i^ 
three bundles of sermons laying on one of the drawer?^ 
and these he threw out of the window ; that was the 
whole he threw out at that time. In searching the stable 
I found these sermons : in searching the stable I found 
six or seven papers of seeds ; that was on Monday.; on 
Tuesday night I went for the purpose of apprehending 
faim* 

Q. — Were you there when Mr. Jenner was there? 

A.— On the Tuesday I went to Mr. Jenner's. house, 
whece I had seen him the night before. I told him I 
was not satisfied with what he told me the night before 
and that I wanted to ijisk him ^ few more questions. I{9 
asked me then if I was come to take advantage of him? 
I told hiai^ no; that any question I put to him I would 
not press him to answer it. He then asked me if I had a 
warrant. I told him I had. He demanded a aight of it* 
I shewed it him. lie says, now then I must subviit* 
Immediately upon that^ be said, if you will burn that 
warrant, I will give you all the information yow want* 
I told him it would answer np purpose to burn the war*- 
rant, as I could take him without it. He said he must 
submit again. I asked him if he had been, in the course 
of that day^ in the stable i He $aid he had several times. 
I asked him if be had taken any books from the stable 
that day? He said, no : he said he had found about three 
dozen of copy-books in one of the walks of the garden, 
adjoining the house. I asked him what he had done 
with them:— had be taken them to Mr. Thomas Jen- 
net's? He was very much agitated, and, after some mi- 
nutes, he said, no. 

Q. — ^To what question i 

A. — ^To the q^estioiii whether he had taker the books 
to Mr. Thomas Jenner's, and then isaid he had buried 



tbem. 1 asked tiim tow lie came lo htity Hiettk :^oi 
Ivbat purpose i 

Lord Chief Baron. — ^Why ? 

A.— He seemed to be more agitated ; arid be said, 
from tbe conversation that passed between bim and m^ 
the nigbt before, be was afraid of my seeing tbem. I 
asked bim wby he should be afraid of my seeing tbem ? 
When I could get no answer ito tbe question, and there 
it ended. 

Q. — ^And you took bim irito custody ? . 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.— Now, Mr. Adkins, when be told you be thought 
be beard something wrenched, did you understand bim 
that be got up directly, and went down stairs ? 

A. — He got up, and went to tbe window, and said he 
saw a man go away from the house. 

Q. — Did he say how soon he went down stairs ? 

A. — Immediately. He put on bis breeches and stock- 
ings, and went down stairs into the passage, and saw the 
smoke through the crevices ; and he went up stairs, and 
then went down again, all in the course of a few mi- 
nutes, and he went down tbe second time with his coat 
and waistcoat under his arms. 

Q. — As soon as be entered the school-room, be saw il 
on fire in tbe manner you have described ? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q.— Did be tell you whether be found any tables or 

^orms burning ? 
A.— Yes, he said the tables were burning. 

Q. — Much or little ? 
A. — I do not recollect. 

Q._Did he give any account of the state of the fagots? 
A,_He said the room was full of smoke. I have 
omitted a part. 



A. — ^When he went to the schooWoom the fimttime, 
^at^ if he had had two buckets of water^ be oowU iiave 
extinguished the fire. 

iQ.~Is that all? 

ik.^-<*¥liat k all. 

 

Q.— This fire happened on the l6th, m rather 4iie 
inih.3r-T<m ivhoiilfiy Jid ytm coilie.downifrom JLondoii'? 

jA^mQa fimtdi^yi ;til^ .90tk .of ^Janoai^jlast: I did not 
go till the Moaday. to 1^. iKngham. • 

i§t.»^ibL vf^ iuBowii ia tlie .^lags that a ^Bowstraet 
officer had come doncai 

iA«-^I:dojBOttfaiiik it;W99« 

Q.— •Did you stop any time in the village ? . 

A. — ^I and my brother went together lin .the after- 
wmi of tb^t Moi^ to .dus viUage laf MmouAM, j^d 
then he (Mr. Bingham) wasat Ifewff8.i^.lfaAt tirae> and 
returned. 

Q.— -Ndw y<m Jieye said that -yea foji&d aomettiiiig in 

A.—- 1 found nothing but the seeds and the sermpaf • 
iit^Tfeeiie.WM Pile tJmg you h^ tfi>rgot^ there ^e 
some oth^r things: wbenjou aslifEyijibQjHt the atable, ,4«A 
he n^.auswier theJ|Fey.vas>iiQt,tb6re^ hut iaeistedito 
l^a^ pffitfiL |he 4%or^ ifcet yMu le^bt .aee, eyory . iJiiogi 

A.^|ie;4id. 

Q.— Did Jhe . mM^ :9^fitmily )Nr«iJc . it ivpeawitb . his.MPi 
hand, that you might satisfy |K)t^fse}£ of ^ very Ihiog (jbiat 
was there f 

Q«— Now^ I imdd.e»kj jreOiflNimitareftliBdkea flffiiff 
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had you not proposed not to exainine tfit staUe ^l the 
next'mdrDingf - < 

A.— No, » sir. 

Q. — But your brother had i 

A.— -I do not know: It was represented that I should 
remain till I got the key to open the door, and to see what 
was in the stable. 

Q. — On the contra.ry ; he insisted on breaking it open, 
and did break it open? 

A.— He did. 
' Q. — Now what was the vaiue, do yon- think, ^f all 
the articles you found in the stable ? Ten shillings are 
the outside, I suppose, or are they worth more? 
: A.*-* I suppose ihej were worth twenty diillings. 
There was a great deal of corn there* • - • ^ 

^ Q.-rThat was the very thing yon would expect ta find 
in a stable? 

A* — To be surev 

Q. — ^Then the com : nobody had attempted to remove^ 
the corn from the stable? 

A.*^It was corn that had been threshed. 
: LoRn Chief Barox.— A good quantity of it? 

A.-^There was, my lord, there were some books and: 
papers. 

Q. — But as to all the things removed from* the house, 
they amounted to the value of twenty shillings? 

A, — ^There were only three bundles of sermons remo^ 
ved ? I did not think the sernqions were of so much value ; 
the three bundles of sermons that he threw out of the 
Window were of ike value of twenty shillings. ^ 

- Q.<— Did you see the plate? 
A.-*-I did not see it: I never saw it. 
Q.— You told my friend you went from Bow*street4o 
iQ(ji|ire into the drcumstwiiGes pf the firef 
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A.— There was a person came down from the Ui^a 
Fire-QEBce ; and I did not look into that^ 
^ Q.— You bad never half the cuiioii^ to inqniie after 
it? , 

K* — ^Yes : I inquired after the plate. 

Q.— Did you learn where the plate ww? where it wai 
After the fire? 

A* — ^Yes, sir. 
Q.— Where? 

A. — ^In the blacksmith's hands. 
Q.— How many miles does tbe blacksmith liye froov 
Ais clergyman's house? ' 

A.— Not a quarter of a mile. 
Q. — And you had not the curiosiQr to go to see it? 
A. — I heard a description given of it. 
Q.— You came down from London to sift things It 
the very bottom ? 
A.-<-Certainly, sir. 

Q. — Would not your curiosity lead you to inquire 
where the plate was deposited ? - 

A. — I did not go myself^ but my brother went. 
Q.— Your brother's name is Joseph? 
A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — You sent him to look at it? 
A— Yes. 

Q. — ^Yott have seen it since ? 
* A. — I saw it yesterday. 

Q.-^I ask you was Uiere not as much plate as you 
would expect to find in a house of that description? ^ 
A.— There was. 
*Q. — ^What did it amount to ? 
A. — I cannot speak to it. 

Q.«<^Had it the visible marks of having been in the 
fire? 



Q.— li could l^9t 1rteli4ioiew^r ^wmeA,mA 

which you found i 

A.— Certainly, 
;.«vri.No#y'Iwk.y©^^ii,^iidI#skyofilK>IdJjfc asjrro 

had searched through that stable, and every ^^Wtlrf d» 
premises, did you discover the least plate eomomi^ i 

A.— -I did not^ sir* 

Q.— Did you see the i»0m«*txjf a w4tdbr? 
. A;— Ttet1«i«i ArtrH wm at Mr. Thomas Jeanfli^a. 

Q.— That watch which you saw, did it aff^ar lo'lwf 
had wheels? did you see the wheels? 

A.— It apqpeared to be the body of « watch. 

Q.— -Did not th^ wheels appear to be wound u|r^ 
g^.^ I eanjat>t recollect. 

Q. — ^However, you saw the remainder t>f ^ watch thajt 

bad been acted on by fire ? 

A.— Yes. 

Lord Chib;p Baron,— It was burned? 

A.— It was, my lord* . ^ 

Q.— Did you attend the examination befow Mr. 

Cripps ? 

A.— I did. 

Q. — It was a private examination? 

A. — No, sir, 

Q.— Do you not know it was desired, particularly, U 
be a^private examination, by the magistrate himself? 

A,-^At the first examination it was desired that not 
many people should come into that place. 

Q. — I am afraid all those examinations get into the 
public papers ; I have read part of the examination m a 
pdblic paper. — Have you no knowledge how it eame-|Q 
be inserted in the public papers i 
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Q.— -You did not send the examinationju w ffmgf 
Afni in m^ ttoti^ 

A.— No, I did not cause them to be sent tbtM^) I isM 
idU yofi h«» far Aqr fatng)^^ ^Wi« ^Qi 

Q.— Do you not know they were tQ ga ta tk« ffMim 
papmf 

A.— When I returned fa lMdt>l» I w»t tB^ o^ at 
ikm oftuB in Bo^^siitieel, h^ Uh Rcfli^ t9«lalR llwt fticts; 
to make my report^ as I ufua^jr fill in f leh ooata; iM 
the editor of our paper was in the office at the tkmt$ aai 
lie tiaaid ana relate the a»c«i|ittailftil to Ml* iUad, 

Q. — ^You related this in the pi^palM* of 1I19 fidito« of 
the public newspaper? 

A — He attends at m9 dftf e f«9 ^ imtpbt ^ that 
kind of information. He writes for paparai I do'oot 
know what he 18. 

Q.^-He attends on paiticular stays} 

A. — ^He does. He tomoM «p ocoasiof aUy • 

Lord Chief BARON.-ssfWifi this in Londoiij 

A.-srIn Lolidon^ my lord* 

Mr. Common Serjeant. — This examination hoA ta* 
Jcen iplacfi IB ftis9«3EteHva« Mr. Bead Ike^r^} 

A.«— No, sii. 

Q^M^'/HiM tbk jmKmt of a newspaper is to be teeehred 
into your office, is to hear yon atate wiiat yon liave baeft 
nam dbdariag to as, on your oa(b, atd k io pvUisk 
that to all the world i 

A.— When I mentioned it to Mr. Read, I saw the 
editor standing in the pffipe. He .comes t9 the office for 
the purpose of getting information. 

Q.-— Mr. Bingham was not under examination then i 
Tour teport was previous to Mr. Bingham's examination^ 
was it not? 
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A.«-The editor was sitting on tl^e bench With the other 

Q.-— There was not any prisoner under examination i^ 
that time? < - 

A.-^There were eight or ten gentlemen sitting in the 
effioe at that time. 

Q.— You did not put down the very words for him? 

A,— *No^ sir^ that I know of. 
' Mr. Gurnet. — This diabolical thing has been pub*> 
lisbed in the Hub and Cby^ and circulated all over the 
kingdom? 

Mr. Common Sbkjbant.*~Now Mr. Adkins^ you 
saw these copy-books? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — You have them in your custody i 

A. — ^No, sir. 

Q.— Your brother has ? 

A. — No, sir, Mr. Jenner has them. 

Q. — ^Perhaps you know the value of them? 

A*— About sixpence a piece. 

Q, — ^Well, three dozen of them would be eighteen 
shillings? 

A — ^Yes, sir ; there were about three dozen of them. 

Q. — ^The house was entirely burnt down ? 

A.^^It was, sir, except two chimneys; there was not 
a bit of wood to be found. 

Q. — Have you seen what has been saved fro^ the fire I 

A.—No, sir. 

JU-^xamined by Mr* Poolet. 

Q.~You had been sent down to Maresfield by the d^r 
lection of Mr. Read i 



Q.<~-Were you, by his orders^ to report to him what 
' liad taken place? 

A.-^Certainly. 
^ Q.— Upon giving to j^im a narrative of the facts, some 
person might have taken notes^ and printed it. Did you 
take it for the purpose of furnishing that person with that 
examination f 

A. — I never had given any instructions to any one. 

Q. — Had he any other means of getting that infor- 
mation hut by Mr. Read's order to you to state it when 
he was present ? 

A, — None other ; I related the circumstances to Mr; 
Stafford ; I might mention the circumstances of what 
took place. 

Q. — How far is the stable from the house ? 
. A.««»Seventy or eighty yards. 

Q. — So that the house might be burned down, and 
the stable might stand and be $afe from the fire ? 

A. — ^Yes. 



Mr.EpwARD Vebbali^^ examined by Mr. Babnewbli^. 

. Q. — Mr. Verrall, you are an attorney at Lewes^ and 
agent for the Sun Fire-Office ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — Did you at any time^ in consequence of informa* 
tion you received^ go to Maresfield about this fire i 

A.— On January 18th, having beard of the fire that 
took place on the ,17th, the day before, I went up the 
next day ; I went up on Friday, the .18th of January ; I 
went up to Maresfield with Mr. Turner, who is the pro- 
fessional agent for the rector, Mr. Rivett j I went up to 



see the state of the paraouage-house, that I nueM c^i^ 
to the office. I west to Tih^Tfnnak ^eoperVy wb«Ste I 
understood Mr. Bingham thea was, to a^ tUe parfknlatf^ 
about the fire. Mr. Bingham told us he hai brito ttovL- 
Wed with a bowd-CMnplamt on «fa« day pmfAa^ the 
fire ;~tHat be wem txf bed abcmttcn o'elmk^ hh toM mtt 
get to sleep ; % h4 had a sort (^fatuity sMat hin^ I 
believe was his expression, tlwt something Wosia ha^eok 
He had been in bed ftltoat |i«lf>an.hMr> i^m he fca- 
cied he heard « foot-*6p andw hi* <:hftihber.«riad(»w. 
He got up tmi looked oat 4t th» ^iado<^> but aav im 
one. He retired to bed again, and he hsUewA far 4 
^«tf short tfttfe fell aStetep. Abdut twAye o'eleek he 
•gdw fancied be beard it ttoiw« mmI Mis. Bih^bcm alM 
fancied that she heard a noise. He got up agatii^ iodt. 
on looking out of ibe tdadb^^ saw iliMm gokg froolihe 
corner of the house towards M$u«8field-Str«et. lie ikev 
vx* a poker, which I nnderetood W«t in the bed^b^. 
her, and ^nt ddwft fetaiW. He looked into the patloiii} 
where the family had been sitting the preceding, ^mtlng, 
and nothing appeared »o be disturbed there. He then 
looked into the kitchen, where every thing appeared as it 
was before ; there appeared to be nothing moved there. 
That afterwards he went to the school-room door, which 
•p^s JhtvaW frort the t)assa^fe t6 the Schobl-rotoffl ; that 
he found the door resist hiih in endeavbnring to dptti », 
as if something had been up agpinst it on the fehSr rtde. 
That at that tiiiie he perceived the smoke to issue tlUMgh 
the key-hore or crievice of the dobt. Me wfeht m ttto. 
the ydid. Where there was art outer door from tfee Ichdol* 
room into thfe yard, which had beten ft gltliss dtfor^ thai 
the glass had been broken ; thAt the door had befen i^ 
pairfed by boards, nailed against it ; aiid thattffteVtf ihttjfe 
boards had been forced off, and thfe door hW beet^ 
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opened. He fciceivcil a fagot or fagots;, hecouldnot 
4Mig^fiMA^ Whal BumlteF* Hk maa told bkn the next dagr 
io had ttksed foiur of five. The &got$ weie staadiag 
a§akii§ the wall neasl to^ tiie jaaei dcK>f ^ and agMast the 
ioMi d^ar wiio pkcod the heaeheft and two tables^ which 
had ^aveaftf d hiai ftom ofitniag that door^ when he had 
mUkmftiA tt oa Ae otfier tide. The room wa» foil of 
iiK>ho> and the ftgots jaal theii begaa to blaze. He 
wini id bit baieaafi where he had a note Or iioi^a^ (I deu 
^ase I do &<^t fatow wbioh^) about <£30» for the purpose 
of aaviog i^ bat he aoidd not open the bureaa. 

IiOE» Caibv Baron^-— Did he give aaj leasoa i 

ili<*-4 do not reeolleot that he didj my lord $ I ttunl^ 
ia kift^fforts to open the bureau^ he took some things that 
w«rA glaadiBg on itj and threw them out of the wiBdow% 
H€ then retained to the house the same way he had 
<MM ovt» and went up stairs to Mrs. Bingham, and told 
her to get up and dress the children, for the house was Cfa 
fire^ He then went to a chest of drawer^ aad opened 
some of the drawers, m^ threw the contents out of the 
wifedoWf 

Loan Chief Baron.— Did he say whal &e oonteato 
Were? 

A.--^I do ni>t recollect that he did : I am not p6» 
share }. blit I think he said he threw out some Written 
palmers* He said he aha threw a bed oat. Thal^ when 
ha opened the wmdow, he called out» three times dil»' 
tiactlj^ 6re I H^ then alar^ated the rest of his faoiUj; 
tad| #hea bis serv^nt^^boy catnfe dow&> he seii^t him to the 
village to give the alarm. As soon as he could get as« 
sislAnoeft he ordered* the chureh t<> be opeaedi Had the 
bells rung for the same purpose, 

Q. — That was all, was it ? Did he say any thing as to 
jthe insuring of his property ? 



A .^I expressed a report that tbe policy had mnoot; 
He said he had formerly insured in the British Fire- 
Office^ hut had now removed it to the Union Office, an* 
that it was insured for «f 5CX). I lamented to him his loss^ 
as I had heard his property was not insured. I inquired 
if he could at all estimate the amount of his loss ? He 
eaid it was impossible to do it at that time* That he bad 
a great deal of valuable property in his house ;'lhat bis 
books alone^ he supposed^ were worth £\00. That be 
had many dozens of writing-books and school-books^ and 
copy-books, and a quantity of stationery ; md he sup- 
posed one thousand quills^ among other things. ' He 
inen^oned a small box of plate^ containing a silver 
waiter and other articles, and expressed his surprise; that 
no part of the plate had been found. He concluded by 
making this observation : — He might find it yet. Yoti 
£re-gentlemen do not wish any thing should be disturbed, 
till you have an opportunity of seeing it. 

Lord Chief Baron.— That is the rule, I believe? 

A. — ^Yes, my lord ; he said it might be found yet. 

Mr. Barn E WALL. — Did he say any thing as to the 
state of the fire when he first perceived it ? 

A. — He stated that the room was full of smoke^ and 
the fagots just breaking out ; and he stated that if he bad 
had a bucket or two buckets of water he could have ex- 
tinguished it. Bui, turning to Mr. Turner, he said, Mr. 
Turner, you know the well is seyenty-five feet deep ; and 
in. the confusion and agitation of my mind, I did not go 
to search after buckets : I looked tp the preservation of 
jny family. 

Mr. GuRNEY. — 1 have no question to ask you, Mr. 

Verrall. 
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Mr. West, examined by Mr. Serjeant Bs6t< 

 Q.— West, what is your christian name i 
A* — Robert. 

Q. — ^What are you by trade ? 
A. — ^A shoe-maker. 

Q.— Did you at any time see the prisoner at the bar 
fit work ia his garden i 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^When was it i 

A.— It was on the Tuesday after the fire. 

Q. — What time of the day wajB it ? 

A.— *Soon aftar sei^en o'clock in the morning. 

Q. — ^Was it light or dark at that time ? 

A.— It was not dark, and it was not quite light: It 
was not light enough for me to work at my business. 

Lonn Chief Baron. — It was twilight. 

Mr. Serjeant Bbst.-^Now, did you see what he was 
doing? 

A. — ^He appeared to me to be digging. 

Q.--»Did you mention it to any body i 

A.— -Yes, sir, to Mr. John Paris. 

Q. — Did you afterwards see Mr. Jenner digging where 
Mr. Bingham was i 

A. — He took up a parcel. 

Q. — Did he take up that parcel where you saw the 
prisoner digging ? 

A.-— 'It was at the same spot* 

Q.— Where was the prisoner sleeping then ? 

A. — ^At'Mr. Thomas Jenner's. 

Q. — How far was it ? 

A. — I do not think it was a quarter of a mile. 

Mr. GuRNEY*— I have no question to ask you. 
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Jax£s Stavobn^ exammcdiijii Mr. Pootsxt 

Q.~>Standca\| ;ou are, tibe puish-i:lierk of M«r^fieU ( 

A.— Yes, sir, 

Q.— Does that (the witnm had spared mi4f^]ik ^fm) 
contain the parish-register ? 

A.— Yes,8ir» 

Q.— Do you recollect Mr. Bingb«lll foi^g t# l i W > fP 
ttt the latter end of the month of Decemb^^ 

A, — ^Yes, sir- 

Q. — He is yourc«|!ftle f 

A.— Yes. 

Q. — ^Did he send for yov before be weal? 

A.— Between one and two o'olock. 

Q.«^Q what day was it? 

A«r?fQil the iSOth of December. 

Q.— What did be say to you when yon cwie } 

A.-^He told me be wa3 going totowQ eodl Dbovld Ipd^e 

tbese books and put them in the church-chest, ibf Irar 
bis house might be set on fire before be oeane bivek. 

Q.>— They are the legtsters of birlbfj sentegeiU ^^ 
funerals ? 

A.~Yes. 

Q.-»Now, before that, where did they lUted tO be kept f 

A.— At Mr. Bingham's ; he took tb^in from i»e. 

Q.*»Wbeii was Aat^ 

A.— I do not know how many years back* 

Q.«^Soon after be came did be teke the regwMprs Jtebis 
Own house ? - 

LoBD Chief BxHoK^-i^Tbey bid be9i M \k liwse 
for some years ? 
A.— Yes, sk. 
Mr. PooLBY^^Aad wl^eB he went ai^ef ^ 09 1^ Mtb 
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of ;B0c*iibtih 4e ifci b wl yon lo p* tlMi iato Ini 



Crosi'^xamned by Mr* Gvbk^t* 

Q.— 4le had the misfofiaBe to iiave a citable bm^oA 
down some time^go i 
A, — Yes. 

Q^^-And that washer th^ialked^ibeut the thteatetH 
iQg letters? 
No answer. 



Mr. John Wabb&n» jun. examdi^S^ Mt.ISaiikbwaxl, 
Q.— I believe, sir, you are accomptant to the Uaioa 



A.-i-Yes, sir. 

Q.—- Have you got your books here i 
iK.-"^thej are in court. 

Mr. Common Serjeant. — Shew him the boph$* 

Witness. — ^Tbey were left in court Ipy a clerk ^it 
motning. 

Mr. Babnbwalii.— Look for the insurance dated S^. 
temb<ir l^th.-^When does it appear to have been insuoed i 

A.— September iSth, 1810: the whole is «£ 1050 on 
different articles ? 

Q.«-Speak to the articles. 

A. — There is «£400 on furniture^ wearing agpard^pti^t* 
€d bdoks, plate;' wine and other liquors in private use* 

LoBD Chief BABpN.-rAre the books printed boobjs i 

il.**-¥es,'ttiy lord.— There is also ^50 on glass, €hin«^ 
iGftd ^ittthenwa^^ sold another £50 on a stable^ stpne- 
teiik tmd ihatch^d> situated near the ^dwellbg-house ; 



inA dira: tbi^re; was ^SOO on utennls mi stock of ttw 
farm in general : there is £S0 on a house intheoecfiips-' 
lion of T. Waden. 

LoKD Chief BaboKj (interpomng.) — All this is ia« 
sured on the 12th of September^ 1810, respecting these 
particulars; there is <£'40O for furniture, <£50 on .glass^ 
^ina^ and earthenware^ and £50 on a house in the oc- 
cupation of a person of the name of Wilden, &c. 

Mr. Barnewall.*-Bj whom does that appear to be 
signed } (handing up a paper to the witness,) Is that a 
copy of the policy : is that copied from it^ from the^ 
entry in the books? 

A.— It is : and is signed Francis Rivingtont Richard 
Lea^ and David Jennings. 



Mr. Charles Philip Galabtn^ txammd by 
Mr. Serjeant Best. 

Q.— I believe, sir, you are secretary to the Union Fij 
Office ? . ; 

A. — Yes, sir. 

* Q.— Had you a son under the care of the prisoner at 
the bar ? 

A.— No sir : I had no son under the prisoner's care. 
Q.— Has the prisoner any son with you, sir ? 
" A.-— Yes, sir. " 

Q.— Did you see him on the lOth of January last ? 
A.— On the 10th or 11th. 

Q.— What passed between him and you on thatocca*. 
sionf 

, A.— He called on me to say he wished to have the po- 
licy of iosurance which had been effected for ^50, on the 
house in the occupation of Wilden, canceUed, stajing 



Aat lie had no interest in the premises^ and wished that 
sum to be added to his fiimiture. 

Q.— rile, said his interest in Wilden's house had ceased^ 
and he wished j, therefore^ to have that sum transferred to 
the prpi^rty of his dwelling-house i 

A.*— Yes, sir. 

Q.— Was that done ? 

A. — ^That was done by endorsement : it was done in the 
Q^^ce* 

Q. — Did he say any thing to you about his house ? 

A. — He stated he was fearful his house would be de». 
stroyed by fire ; the house in which he resided ; that let* 
ten had been. sent, and that he was under considerable 
alarm his house would be destroyed. 



Rev. Mr. Thomas Rivett examined by Mb. Poolet. ^ 

Q. — ^Mr. Rivett I believe you are the rector of the pa- 
rish of Maresfield i 

A.— I am, sir. 

Q.— Still? ' 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q, — ^Were you rector when Mr. Bingham's house wi^ 
burned down i 

A.— -Yes. 

Q.—iHe was your curate, and resided there by your 
||e^ias|oA f 

A.— Yes, sir. ^ 
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Q.— Mr. Riyett^ I em -esetttttdy mmj 'for jfonr Ws« 
Do you believe there is a more accomplished man ^in the 
j^ingdom than be is in point of character I 

A.«— I'lsnow BOtbifig^againstirioi. 

Q.— Is be not most exemplary in the dischar^ of A 
his parof^tal duties^ ^uadiiare^yon not^liored withiiim^n 
thei/ery %est teims^ ftiendiihip? 

A.— Perfectly so, 

<5.— I beliere, «ir, 4ie -was ^recommended <o yott%7 
the Bishop of Chicbeatei4 

A. — ^He was. 

Q.-— Was that the consideration that induced you to 
takc-faim into yoi^r icssef 

. A.— -The bishop recommaaded him and I did not ob- 
ject* 

%oB.D Chief 'Baron.— He has always borne a good 
character? 

A.— As far as I know, my Lord. 

QjF— Where do you live? 

A.«-In HampdurCj^ ninety miles off. 

Mr. 6. W. Vaughan, examined by Mr. BABifrvwAjf^* 

Q. — ^Are you a subscribing witness to thiitw.p«lkff 
)f^anding it t^ to him.) 

A.-^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^Was that policy signed by these three gentle« 
men^ WiUiam M<tfatt^ Brice Pearse^ and GileaTemple** 
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A.-Jt was. 

Mr. K1CA3PP.— ^These^ my Lord, are the names sta* 
ted in the indictment. 

Mr; Seejbant Best.— My Lord^ that is the case on 
the part of the prosecution. 

End of the evidence for the proHcution, 



DEFENCE, 



Lord Chief Baron.— Mr. Bingham, if you wish to 
say any thing in your defence, you are now at liberty to 
do it. 



The prisoner proceeded as follows : 

My Lord and Gentlemen of die Jury, 
Having by your decision been acquitted of one heavy 
charge which has been adduced against me, it is my 
peculiar calamity again to be called on,— again to 
address you. From a man under the load of misery 
beneath which I suffer, no apology will, I am sure, be 
necessary for this intrusion a second time upon you and 

K 
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upon the court. I shall not attempt, geflilteti|6ii| iy a 
«fliOYhlg tfppcttl, to scMiidajmxr fierfXaga lA % bfelkalf, 
but will only address you as beirig jirtdlhWy (^am4 >6f 
'^fdH «t«M M^^rh df fttfciliBi> aM is^AM df i^nd 
reason and good sense. I wiH mfift ^ ^ifltWiAdft) Wit you 
to consider, before you pronounce your verdict, ^hether 
it is probable, nay, wbethcr^ accordiag ta the workings 
of every heart, — whether it is even possible, that I conld 
be guilty of the charge of which I am here ac- 
cused. 

It will be proved to you, ^ndemen, and I trust fully 
to your satisfaction, that my property, which has been 
destroyed by the fire, was of much more vaJue than the 
sum at which I was insured ^-^according to the plain 
matter of fact, it vlras more fhah twice the value. But, 
gentlemen, is the price at which articles could be again 
bought the manner in which my loss should be esti- 
mated ? — Is nothing to Hie Stewed for the sufferings of 
my numerous family, consisting of a wife and nine chil- 
dren at that moment in the house, who were in one 
hour deprived of a comfortable home> and turned lite- 
rally into the sti:eet, without a single change of garment, 
and even some of them without clothes on tneif batks 
sufficient to cover them from the cold. Is no valae to 
be set on my manuscript books and papers which had 
been the labfatir of .j?«at8, »ia^4tfjr bf Wttth were neces- 
sary for my fulfilling the duties of my profession. And, 
although I haS^t Sj^ed sbttue b( tli^to, *y tty <*^ exer- 
tions, ttdhlA ndfiitthfct i&otiMintbS ii«fti€a=<rf«hi*. 

I "wtfs t^sfeSSfed, gfeHtteoftii^, ate6,'«f a feifcefel ^^ 
' fcoihiirftablfe, 'thbtiigh'nt>t of a'Spltodia, hoilseJ^I IrtH 
 Attbgethtr a Wife &ntl tW*l>te thiWrttt, 6f whota iH^^' 
'fertlffeii^ihifes will all^ I y/Hm a godd 'hnibWid ii^d * 
"atecti(in'4ie fathfef ';^I Wtls'iditoWtted • Jltfi kftidly 'il»i»ted 



/ 



y 



m 

Qf ^bW, ft wttHpBP^ injeyiiJkAce before? yq^, J b^ 

fjF9P9 py phffdjiopd always attftcbe^ tQ gardening, dogrubSi 
#»d flq^ffi 13194 I bftd by my pwp Iftbppf, pnd ^t ^^ lit- 
ti§,^P^pi!f, bright tf»e g^(J^aofth€ b9^a*> ¥bi«^ if 
III9F df ftf^^yf d^ ^ad wbfcb, yflne^l p^jpe iRjp pc^sqwifMi^ 
^y§n y^s ^gp, wa^ ^ ^ildecppss, jflifQ ^ Pftrfipct ?tftte^r^ 
I b^ b^'PWht jt i^io ^ perfect ^^|as botb of comfort an4 
\^e;W?|y, ^Qd jt ^^^ .9/Jwre4 by pay neighbgupi.— Ap4 
Wly^ g^fleioen^r a v^^y fe^sir d^s before tbis calagoity 
^^^l^pef^Q^, I hfid eicp^d?4 considerable sums in iinprov- 
m^ ftp4-pjantiq£ ^lus yery g^ief^f^n in tbe froftt pf ms 

^ow, gfilttew^n, my pfQS^pt^rs MFPiildbAVe youljcr 
Vev^ A/i^'I deliberately plotted in my miqd, mi wic^edr 
ly wiHb .wjr <ftw» band in om instant d^prive^ ipyself a^4 
fmoHyof all ibeje ^aiuabtes,— of ali tbege e/isentiaj poifi- 
fofis^r-rof all Jtbasie fair prospects* jtnd yolnrt^^ily djf|»gge4 
AojS^T^ m my Qwn devoted he^d riUn .w4 flikpry Ji^re, 
and ^^nal deatrwation hereafter.^Nol wly tbis, g^nr 
Atemen, Imt that, with my own hand, I set fire ai; midr 
lUght to it^e boii«e in mh'ich ^y jnrife and nine hfilpyM 
cdaildcen were, .then wrapp^ ifi aound sleep, aj»4 from 
ibe^Saoies of wbudi Jthe^e was every reason )to -beljesrie Alb 
Ififust jtU of tb<m iK0(fild^9iQt.have escaped. And to induce 
Bse to such A ikaadfol act, what is Ae gain you are Wd J 
hoped.to *eap.fm-Tbe Mvamage of ^e insurance; the 
ann^ihctery small wm ^ompaxed with the loss, with 
ihfi .«(uaeqr> and the wretchedness, I .was awre to ea» 
CQUfKker^ of fiy« iinndred pounds, being hot half tiie in- 
innsic vaJ^of thebouaebold effects, §nd other ^nji^ri^s, 
Mddinhjnttatj have been stfstained by 4iie destruction of 
nyhcaife, IsU.possibleothatyou.can imagiae any h>Ur 
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man being under such circumstances could be guiltyy not 
only of this dreadful crime, but of madness? In forming 
your judgements^ gentlemen^ on this subject^ I will not 
ask you to look at my character^ my situation^ or habits 
^in life; but I will ask you, as fellow-creatures and as 
men of understanding, whether you believe the most de- 
praved of human beings^ unless he were a perfect idiot 
or madman, would have acted such a part as that now 
charged upon me ; would have deprived himself and his 
family of a comfortable house^ of the very beds on which 
his children slept and of the raiment with which they 
were clothed ; and that he would do all this for la sum 
amounting to little more than half the money he might 
have obtained for them by selling them at public auction. 
But, gentlemen, it has been insinuated that I destroyed 
my property, having hopes^ not of its being replaced by 
the insurance-office, but by the charitable cootributiona 
t>f my neighbours : my neighbours certainly had a good 
opinion of me, and I trust they would have continued it 
but for this, that I could not possibly suppose, if I had 
^been guilty of this offence, that it would not, some- 
how or other, have been discovered. — ^Who would 
have destroyed his property from the vain hopes of ob- 
taining an uncertain compensation from the cold hand of 
charity f«— Surely it can scarcely be necessary to make 
any observations to defeat a charge so absurd and so im- 
probable as this that has been represented. Do you 
believe me wholly void of understanding ?— Am I so 
young as to be entirely unacquainted with the conduct 
of the world f That there are many good and humane 
persons existing in this county I mean not to deny $ I 
am prepared to prove it ; -but would you not j>vonottiice 
that man deserving of confinement in a public' mad- 
house who should, throw away a valuable property, of 
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vhich he was in certaia possession, for the mere sad 
cbwce.of what he mighty obtain from so precarious a 
flpi^rce as the bounty of the good ?--<«Besides^ gentlemen^ 
is it probable^ does what we see daily passing in the 
world jujOiify yon in believing^ that the liberality of man- 
kind WQiild or could extend to such a length as to have 
xepaid me, not only for the actual loss of property sus- 
tained, amounting to several hundred pounds more than 
the' insiinmce^ but also to compensate me for the mis^-r 
lies my family would suffer for the loss of the profits of 
itoy scho^.aiad of my profession ; for the expenses ne- 
ce^stt^ tOjpt|t«in lodgiog iind raiment to my family^ 
which must have been great, and amounting ,to a temp- 
tation large enpugh to a fopd father, even supposing him 
to be a wicked man, to induce such a father to exposq 
to infinite danger the lives of his family, aud tp puU 
4dwb on his own bead ignominy here, and eternal misery 
hereafter. 

f I must likewise mention^ gentlemen, that this misforr 
tune was not altogether confined to this loss ; — ope of 
my infants, from havii^ been exposed on that dreadfu| 
night, caught a cold and died in a very few days ; I have 
every reason to suppose that death would not have tdkea 
pilule but for that loss. 

But, gentlemen, pardon me for making this one ob- 
9ervation,-*does it appear that I was so wretched and 
miserable as to be reduced to trust to precarious charity 
for an existence? Was I on the brink of being dragged 
to a gaol for debt ? Had I no friends or supporters in 
the world, who, if I had stood in the utmost need| would 
have relieved my distress I 

How does this case stand, gentlemen ? It has been 
proved to you I had all the means and all the com- 
forts of life about me : I shall prove to you my house ha^ 
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tfort ttstaally hav^, ibt only lA cbtisetj^eticcs'of «y wi- 
Mferbus femfly, bdt in coris^^iettfce of the tMJ««ii-I^ 
Mdit'tim^s In myliouse. i • 

' Mf wife and i^amily Were ktrtiMAttt!;^ «ii|yf««d\W«hr 
cltthefe, nekriy m ^hote ^ VirhtbH weti^ \(m. 1 Hii'ttttt 
SShaiiifea hor afrkid', gfelritleaWn-, to a6knb^e<%B tti fw. 
I W^s fiir frdih beSnfe rich ; I hfed iidt i^eOdh ttt «okuIi«mI, 
bttt I was bot m&ft-«My aiid tfujefctJy fSbr, SiW» I Mve* 
16 «fe cAuWtjr (hotlr •efttfeA y^'^s) I httve frfald *iy l«w 
*rittife«i^, lh6i!rgh, sbtt^feftheS, nfot ftftm^ateiy, w i 
c6Uia ftavfe Svishea, ^hd bs ^ faJ» of }krf6#'lt*t«Ae IWitM 
haVe adhe. ' 

OftiiRrlfytfHe not t>^ boMned <«fti^libnr 1^ % ^^i 
%Mclt, tf I Imd 'bd^ ^6 ^6 iabjedt >i^atee %iF p^v^^tfi 
WiMIld ha^ be^iti^^ eaie if I b^d ^Imd W ^y bPf 
tmd^tnbtt tti^tr feiHfe.-^SCitns ^ mottei^ teve f lequevd^ 
passed through my hands^ which/ as it has app^Alt^ t6 
youl^m iihe £videift^,b^v% alvt^k^f^s t^[j^1lA>^flill5r^«^Aed 
'bjrmeto thfepi^jWs^Tdrwhibli they 1*^^ retted td«l> ^ 
if I bad rt6\ in ihy'^^sdh thiSi t*otBMMifA ^^Ur^ sattfts <tf 
ifioriey, I amc6miecti^dWHh/«rnaiieaAy'ifeIMed *6, Mtfi^* 
roas ies|)ecital>Ifc t&ttSii^s, berth rh tfcfis abfl 'in^tbe -rf*^iiiilg 
county, both on my own side and tlitft of ttiy ^ii'Hfe,Hl4{ft 
(^Very dhe df Whotti 1 ^fes on^hie tnb9tfi»feb«fy tei»iMs— 
ftdbi'i^^dih I fcdiftiWufihly ffeceited iftcts'of *ttadHll*Sft, 'Wbd 
tiiav^ thfe Tbriearis, arid, 1 'hkd civery refesbfa%^e!feV<B,*all 
^he ready Will, ftfdiTiddaHydr tdcrjointly, tb ha^fe«l«fett* 
xne to b "mHJIch larger hdibiiht ^an I ^tn ad^temd t)f 
xvickedly endea^during to bOrt^in, ff i b^ IboH^ it »«- 
cessary to apply to them on ^ahy pr^MtH^ '^ MM^glttft 
occastoti. 

Afad, -wiAi respect to tay^^rdfessiorial^ittWitibn, liiM'the 
'emolunienU to airise therefrbm/it baar^rc^ctally ibf{MH^ 
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sap^ned and conncetiaaeed by the bifBhop> aod I am 
pfpud €o sAj lEkko by my ^Mrechren die elergy ; ai^ I jre^ 
dri^ed A^ooi'die Msbop every eo^oorftgietnei^t ^' liopo^ 
for ftekisment^ kom iirs acqwkitatieie'^l^ toy fetfat^r/ 
and those hopes were made more sanguine 4y findib^^that' 
hk grace Che Duke of Ric^m^nd had bees plea^d, about' 
Ufro years ago^ toap^ly^otb^ bisfhop oii mjVeY^,- ear-* 
Be8% yequeslteg bttiord^ip to promote iK^; ' 

fe -li%at kiducMieiit, ibere^re/ geotlemejiy could I hatift* 
to l^ad me to sudii a crime? atid, surety, y^jrill'iioV 
in the circumstances adduced and brought forward^ a# 
S(^meof them have been, by tvitnesses, one^'^ettiia* 
been, or will bfe, proved' gifHty ' of Ae^ gtofedjst fal^fe^ 
hoodi • • - ■' ■•• ''■ ' ■' ' -'' ^''- '■ '' ^^'■'' *"''• 

'You -wiH not, on sudh evidence, dedart^ that a feHow* 
creature, ivMioht any motive, and even in defiance tor 
every human niotive vvhidi was calculated to dissuade 
hkn frorii it, has 'been guilty of' a crime of such dCnor* 
mous magnfftude, iind whd' would thereby consign Wmr 
self and his family to endless misery and shame. 1 

i «hall not, gentlemen, intrude much longer on your 
time.: 4he most' indefatigable pains have been taken tty 
make this crime credible, hj spreading it oter the'coun*' 
try in the public papers, and by, likewise, accusing me 
of other crimes, of which not only I am not now accu* 
sed, ^ut of which you will be convinced I never have been ' 
guilty. 

Gentlemen, I would not wish to take up your time 
• farther, than by comments on the evidence of the wit* 
liesses.*--In many parts of it you must have observed 
inconsistencies ; and^fter you have heard my witnesses,you 
will perceive many more ; and some of the witnesses on 
the part of the prosecution you will hardly be disposed 
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to beli<?6; but, in the agitation and agony of .my ».^.«, 
were I to launch out into comments on the evidence> I 
might make observaticMis of such a nature as would ap* 
pear to border on the spirit of anger ; but in my dreadful 
sitnationj it is pot my business to m%ke any commeiuts of 
that na^uxie. As I had an opportunity before of obser-* 
ying to you^ gentlemen^ from the many conversations 
that have taken place on this business^ some men will 
think that to be true that has no fdnndation but in thmr 
qwniminds^ especially^ when they ha>ve industrionsly 
spread. against me stories that h^ve no foundatioii in 
truth. : 

Gentlemen^ I shall troupe you with no more observa- 
tions. I know I stand before a wise and upright judge, 
who will repeat and explain, with precision, what has 
been, or will be, proved before you. In hif hands, there* 
fpxe, and ultiipat&Iy in yours, I shall leave my case^^ rer 
ugnedJy^ yet confidently, hoping that it may please t(ie 
Almighty God, . in his mercy, to ena]l>lp you to see my 
innocence, and to declare it to the world this day by 
your solemn verdict. . 

To that God, and under that God to you, I commit 
my cause in awful suspense, but not in fear, waiting your 
terdict with confidence and resignation. 
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EVIDENCE 



ton THE 



DEFENDANT. 



W11.LIAM Whbbler, examned by Mr. Common* 

Serjeant. 

Q.— Mr, Wheeler, wher^e do jou liye ? 

A.— In the paris]|^ of Maresfield* 

Q. — ^Did you buy any cottage of Mr. Bingham i 

A. — Yes, sijr, I did. 

Q. — ^In whose occupation was thi^t cottage when you 
bought it i 

A. — In the occupatioo of a person of the name of 
Wiiden. 

,QiiT— When was it you bought that cottage I 

A, — Sometime in ithe beginning of December last. 

Q.— Then it ceased to be his at that time I 

A.— I bought it for my spouse— for my wife. 

Q. — ^Have you since insured that cottage yourself ? 

A. — Yes, ^ir. 

Q. — After you bought it of Mr. Bingham ? 

A.— Yes, 

M^. Common-Sebjeant. — He has^ since he pur* 
chased it, insured himself. 

Hannah Jenneb, examined by Mr. GuBrnfr^ 

Q. — Mrs. Jenner, I believe you are the wife of Mr. 
^homas Jenner^ of Maresfield i 



A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — Upon the alarm of the irtf } believe y6u went to 
the parsonage-house? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q. — Did you see in what condition the dress of Mm. 
Bingham was when $he escaped from Ae fire ? 

A. — Yes, sir, she was in a driying*coat, a whiskey- 
coat, a great coat thrown lightly over her. 

Q. — ^What had she round her neck, madam? 

ArSk^ had 9i tippet, mA ^pi\\^w-mw ^^i&an^nfh > I 

did not see the pillow-ca^^ (ill sib^ <<ame down. 

Q. — ^And how was her bead ? 

A. — She had a night-cap on. 

Q. — Had she any clothes put on» or only wjbiftt ypi| 
described f 

A.— Nothing but the petticoat and stays, 

Q;— "No gown on ? 

A. — No gpwji on. 

Q. — Uid you see in what condition (he children Yrpj^ 
when they escaped ? 

A. — I did ; I saw one* of the lit^e .onesj I saw the liijflc 
one had nothing but its night-cjothps on and a Jirlap^ 
put round it. 

Q. — I believe they were taken tp your house? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — How ^any children were there in the ^us^ fit 
that time? 

A. — Nine children. 

Q. — I beg to ask you, madanHf whether Mr. Ei^i^ha.qi 
was a kind and affectionate husband and father ? 

A. — I have seen him a great many tifnes^ iip^ }>eeQ 
there, and he has been at our house, and he has been a 
gopd father and an ^9(f|ectio«^te :hu^wd> aW .the 'iim^ I 
have seeB him. 



<i.-^Dkl yiMi s^ Mr. fikigliam at the &tti 

A* — I just saw him when I first went, hvBL I ^4 Mft 
«top. 

Ai«4tfidta^  - -. - i. t 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sekjbant Beist. 

Q/HHie iiad all faer 4reki ^^n exQ^tbGr gown Und 
neck-dress? .' ' i 

IA.-«»>Ybs> sir. - . 

Hmuk^ M^blo<9r^ ^mdntti by Mr. Goujurtt^v. 

ft*— Ybtt are « «er^al^ I hetieve^ ia the Warwick- 
shire Militia? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^At the time you were ^aiter^d at Mai^sfield^ on 
hearing t)^ ^^y 4)i fire^ did jron ^ the spot immedi- 
ately? 

^T-As som as I eerald ^drtsss mjself • 

Q. — ^Were many persons collected there at the 
time? 

A. — ^Very few^ except Mi,. JBhigham'^s family^ that I 
cdnld'seei; ;pa)b8ps flhere tti^ht J^ oneor 4wohehind ibe 
premises. 

Q. — Did you see after that how he was employed? 

A. — ^It ap{>eaFed to me apparently 3rery mueh con- 
ftitled. , 

Q.^— Did yoU see him actively ^en^ployed at all ? 

A. — Yes, several limes in endeav4Mirii^ to secure his 
^Mrdperty. 

Q.«-«Did you see the ashes the next morning? 

Aj^Yfes, sir. 
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Q. — Did yoa see ahy part of a. metal watch that i#as 
Ibimdtheref 

A. — ^Ves, sir. 

Q. — Were the wheels remaining so that you conM ctis- 
iinctly trace it to be a watch, — some parts that^irere 
found in the ashes i 

A. — ^Ycs, sir, 

Q. — ^Did you see any part of a locket? 

LoKD Chiep Barqn.«^Do you mean an ornantent ? 

A, — ^Yes, my Lord. 

Mr. CouBTHOPE. — ^That was likewise found in the 
ashes i 

A.<>-^Yes» very near the same spot where tl^ watch 
was. 

' ' Q.^— Had you any opportunity of seeing whether there 
was any plate? 

^•"■"TJtes* 

Q. — State all the plate that was found I 

A.*-I was at the taking of it out of the ashes. . 

Q. — Whereabouts was that ? 

A. — In the same room where the locket and watch 
were found. 

Q. — ^^Did you see to whom that plate was given? ' 

A. — It was given to Mr. Attree. 

Q. — Had yon an opportunity of seeing any of the 
members of the family ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — ^Were the children the first you saw ? 

A. — I saw the eldest daughter and the youngest but 

one; I met the eldest daughter carrying the. child to the 
Chequers public-house. 

Q."— I do not know whether you observed how they 

were dressed ? 

A.— The child had its night-clothes on ; she had a pe- 
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Use and was covered, but had no stockings on ; she had 
her shoes on. 

Q. — How were the other childrien ? — ^Did you see 
them? 

A.< — I saw them standing on the grass-plat before the 
premises, but do not recollect how they were dressed i 

*Q. — ^Bat those you saw were not properly dressed ? 

A.— They were dressed as if their things were put on 
in haste. 



Samuel Att^zj^, examined by MnCoMMON Serjeant. 

Q."— I believe you are a blacksmith ia the parish of 
Maresiield? 

A. — Yes, sir. 

Q..^Was any plate delivered to you after the fire ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q.— -Pfoduce it if you please. Has it the appearance 
of being in thie fire ? 

A. — No doubt. 

Q.— By whom was it delivered to you ? 

A.— 'By Knight and two others. 

Q. — ^You have kept it ever since? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

(This plate was here handed over to the jury for their inr- 
spection.) 

Q, — ^Can there be any doubt this has passed through 
the fire? 

A. — ^There is no doubt of that from its being in such a 
roi^nd state.. 
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. Q,— What wight iavi5 he^ the 5w4ui? qf it ^ itk^ 
not bf?ea disfigured ? 
A,-r-I siBniaot tell ^-rl teJiev^ ^liem ^s fi^piit tlnee 

pQunds of silver. 

LoBD Chief Babok. — ^You cannot suppose al} Hi;ii^ 

covered- 
Mr. Common S£Rj£ANT.---Oh dear> no^ my LorcL 



Lydia Hobeten, exftmined by Mr. Gubit^y* 

Q. — ^You are the wife of a farmer in the pitxish of 
Maresfic^ldf 

A. — ^Yes> sir. 

Q.«i-.Were you frequently . at the house pf ^t. ]E(tpg* 
ham ? 

A. — Yes, I was. 

Q.— Were you well aequai^ted with. the furfti^re 4^at 
was in his house? 

A. — ^I was. 

Q.— Were you also well acquainted with the Waritiy of 
his hooks f ... 

A.— I know he had a great quantity of books ;-f-J jw^ 
read many of them, 

Q. — ^Have you yourself assisted in making out .^fiatlb- 
logue both pf his . furniture Aud bpoks ? 

A.— I have looked it well over. 

Q. — ^Is that the catalogue which you have looked 
over? 

s (Handing ^p a printed catalogue to her.) 



• AHr4*r *k>*% tt» * J Yes. 

Q.— I believe you made some addittonfl j 

Q.— Now I ask you is the knowledge you had of his 
fdiilltCire ftifd bdOkB Mchj that you bm take oa your- 
flelf to swear that these several aritcles were ia his house 
l>efol^4tiefif«iP 

A.— I eannot say every one^ hot I firmly believe Ihey 
were all there, from what I k&ow^ 

LoKD Chief Baron. — Has it been valued? 

A.— Yes, my L«rd, die penoa is here that valued it. 

Mr. GuRNEY. — ^Was the house well aad comfortably 
ftifHi^/hied? 

A.— Yes) Ktr) w all the {laits I saw. 

^.«^ Was Ihere n good stook of Uueu f 

Q. — Was tint Imen of a good or bad quality f 

i^.^'^'Of H good quality. 

Q. — ^JVas it particularly good? 

A;^^It was very Igood* 

Q, — From *lw opp^^r^aohy you had of se^ng Mr. 
'Sidtgbitm in has fakaity, I ask what kind of a husband and 
€ifttter tie aw ? 

A. — I never saw one more a£fectionate. 

Q. — Do you happen to know whether b^ore lliis time 
fi^^as iTouhlodKrith a "bowet-oomplaint ? 

A.— Yes, sir. 



Cfw^^tamnti hy'iAx. Serjeant Best. 

Q. — ^You say you are a wife of a farmer in the parish 
ofMaresfield? 
A. — ^Yes. 



192 

Q.— Yoa are not at all rdaled to Mr. BiB^hao^ cr 
connected witb him ? 

A. — ^No^ sir ; I only visited him and hit £unily at an 
acquaintance. 
Q. — ^How long have yon been acquainted with him f 
A. — Six years* 

Q.— Have yon been very frequently at Ins house i 
A.— Very frequently. 
Q.— *Yoa never slept there i 
A.— No, sir. 

Q. — Have you ever been in the cellars? 
. A. — ^No, sir. 

Q.— Of course you know nothing of the contents of 
them f ^ Have you been in the bed-chambers i 

A. — In the bed-chamber over the halL I always 
called at Mrs. Bingham's sleeping-room over the hall.. 
Q. — What other chambers have you been in i 
A.-— I have been in chamber No. 1^ that is the best 
room. 

Q. — Pray in what other chambers have you beenf . 
A.— I have been in chambers No. 3 or 4. 
Q.-— Are these the three principal roomsi Am I to 
understand these are the only three chambers you have 
been in? 
A. — Yes, sir. 

Q— But what furniture the others contain you know 
nothing about? 
A. — No, sir. 

Q. — ^Haveyou examined the drawers? 
A.— In putting the linen away, when I have helped I 
have seen them, and Mr. Bingham has at times shewn 
me some apparel out of the drawers. 
Q.= — How lately? Some two months ago? 
A.— Two months before the fire. 



IBS 
Qv.^¥o«i * lt«^' MMMog o£ eta J of liie other becU 

^A;-^I know nothing ^ ally of die other bed^ohambers* 

Q. — ^Then yoa could not have told what familoie was 
ixkihemi ' ^ « . . 

A.— -I supposed they were all as the rest were i 

Q.«-«Do^yoii ialce'4>Q yodrself io say. what famituie 
there w^ in. K>oms( where you have not been i 

A«-^What I know are is t^ other toobis. . . 
«Q«»^Wbat was there in the parlottry--^ia the sitting* 
parlour, was there a: kM^ilgHglass? 

A. — No, sir, there were paiikted chairs, adedent carpet, 
and. mahogany tablesi. .. ' 

Q. — ^And imdie best bid-oooai, what was there t 

A.-*— A handsome four-post bed*. 

Q,--'In the spare rodm in^fis theiie. not a tei%t-be|d» it is 
JO in the catalogue ? '. .^ . 

A.— I have not been in that r^m viiry like this twelve 
month* 

Q.<-^ Wlietbes it bfis been xemajed. you do not know ? 

A, — I do not kpow. " 
; Q«*-^No, 5> ofrer tbe ball-passage, what bed was thefef 

A. — That was Mrs. Bingham's sleeping-room, — there 
was a four-post bed in that room, — I saw that about two 

mofatbs before. the fire. , 

  '' 

. <i-r-Wbit /cbai/s bad tibatroom i 

4 

A. — -There was a v^ry large easy cljiair and some rush- 
bottomed cbaiss* . 

Q. — These chairs are not very valuable ? 

A. — They were painted chairs. 

Q. — How -came you. to state the furniture of rooms 
you never were in, — you have told my friend you have 
looked through this in ventory, and verily' believe that aU 
jthe articles in the inventory were there ?. - A 



- A.^-iI lisiievfc ta firomr what I «Mr k tlie#i|i«r t0aut§^ 

Mr. Common Sebjeant. — From seeing aomf w^wff^ 
fianished as'ake has deacril^j Ae judgfai ^ iMJhftnitlist 
she haa Boi 9ten» 

^r. CouRTUP.— To be sure, she could not apefMF. ^ 
fnrnitQre in rooms she mcnrer. satie. 
vjiln SemjsANT Bcbt.-<^ow> mtfesiMl U^ w^^rmoi^^r, 
madam^ tell me, mith respect to the toanmycKkjonnsiiS 
have been in^ fton /what ^jma saw of the appeamnoe of 
thj^ bouse waa th^ra aujf miserabia defioMOoy* oS m^ma 
furnished, or any thing of thffjt Uodl ir^ 
/ A..«.Notbiiig of that kiaid. . 

Q. — ^Your were concerned about lbe.honset«^baiMym 
frequently borrawad books o£ Mc Binghim I 

A. — ^Very frequendy. 
^ Q.-^Have you a |>articukr kttoffdedga pf ^m^- 

A. — Of those I have read. 

Q. — Have yea been hi his libmry ftequenlly K 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q. — And you know there were a great mahy booksl 

A. — ^There were a great many books. 

O. As to the chamber, No.l, you soy a four^poatbed 
stood there ? * 
' A. — When I saw it, it was so. 

Q. — ^As to the linen, you have said you fawfabe^)ed to 
put it by, and that has enabled you to know there sraa 
this large quantity of linen in the.draWara? 

A. — I know there was a large quantity of Kj 



An HE Clark, exammedby> Mn Couip^i|?< 

Q.— Pray what is yo«r>Chriflttaii natQ^ ? 
A. — Anne, sir. 



How at Mareafield i ^ 

,1 ... ^ 

A.— Vesj, m« , _ 

Q.r-S^w Iwg hM be baeti^^italtQoued ttere I 

Q. — ^During that time had you been, mk temu of iott 
jinAcjr i9kb Mrw fiiagltoiiifaf^^ 
A,— Yfa^-air. 

! .Q*r-rrHf d ypM> fle^nent oppcMrlaniliea of seekg the 
faraitme in his house ? . 

A. — Only the lower rooms, and one roomup stms«. 

Ql-^What were these rodins f 

A.-^The two, sir, and Mrs. Bingham's bed«iopm« 

Q. — ^Was that up stairsi 
i.. A«?-^Yea^ up'stains;. 

Q. — And what rooms below ? 

A«— And the parlours below. 
( • iQi^^Wesetb^ w!e}I:fil^ltsfafldf■ 
LoBb Qhuzf Baao^, ]Qlevposii^.f*»The two lomr 
rooms, and Mrs; Binghasi'ajb^roapK ap slaiiis i 

A. — ^Yes, sin 

Mr. CoUBTur^rr^Was ^l romk weir or scaotily 
ilannsliadrPr 

A. — ^Well furnished. 

Qi^^Hfiieyon IiD#ke4 at that catalogue,-^-^ 
ittnUecti wbcAiiiii the fttrnitnre j^tiiea that statement f ; 

A. — Yes, sir, to the best of my kiiowledge it does* 

Q.7?-Yoii: iM^^e kw^eii ayies it foe tbfiU; purp<^ 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — Had you an oppoitlinky of seeing any books 
Me» Bragham had,— has he oocasioaally Lent, you some 
of his books to readi? 

A. — ^Yes, his books were kept in the ball. 

o$& 
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Q«^IKd yett kaoWj ihadam, whether tliere was vinf 
considerable number of books there f 

A.-^There appeared to me to be a great many. 

Lord Chibf BAaoM.^Do you mean four hundred or 
ive hundred volumes^--do you think there were three 
hnhdred ToUlmes ? 

A. — Much at that rate I should suppose^ nearly that 
number^ — between thr^e and four hundred volumes. 
' Q.— Yqu had books occasic^ually lent you ;-^bad you 
any on the night before the fire i ^ 

A.— r-U o^ sir. 

Q. — How lately before the fire were there any books 
lent to you? /* 

A. — I cannot positively say. < 

Q. — r believe on the night before dfte fire Mr. BiO((ham 
was at your house ? 

A. — He was. 

Q. — Do you know^ from any oircumstaacesy whetb^ in 
: the' course of that i 'evening it was * necessary^ in conse- 
quence x>f any compfatinty to leave the rooih i 

A. — ^Yes, air. •'. 

. Q.— Did that happen more than once ? 

A. — It happened twice^ I believe, in the conrse of that 
evening. ^* 

" Q.^— Did it happen, that, after he had left your b<hise, 
he sent for bis watch, which was left there by mistake? 

A.— Yes-, he did. ' 

Q.«^Do you happen to know where that watch*was 
left? 

A. — ^Yes, it was left in the privy. ^ 

Q. — And you sent it to him. Did you afterwards see 
the remains of that watch after the fire ? 

A* — :I did not. • 
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X!ro$$'examncd by Mr. Pool^Y' 
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Q. — ^Now do yott know the iiumb€|:s.of t^lm^ r^oiki^ at 
jdeacribed m.tl^ia, .catalogue ?. . m . ; . ^f 

A."«Not all; I knowspme^f tbein. ' i^ : 

Q.-7-Y4III hanfe told my f^iend.yoo knew the tfvo (>ar« 
rlonrs belour (^raz-r-oipw what anides wete. th<eile in the 
XflBkamcM^.sittitigrparlour ^ 

A.«— I cannot prop^ly tell you what arti(?I&s ther^ 

were. .••;.'*.•'-'. 

Q.— -How lately had you.beeo, in thU bonse ? .. < > 

A. — ^Two fights before* /. 

Q.— And had you been in the common sitting-parlour ? 

A. — No, in the balL I saw the articles of fumitore in 
that room; there was a work^'lable^ and that was where 
the books were kept. 

Q. — ^The other room yon are speaking of in tbe China 
closet:-^ were you in the room that is now the stor^ 
room ? ' . 

^•"^"•xes* . 4 ■, . 

Q««— Do you give any account of that room ? 

A. — I did not take particular notice. 

Q. — ^As yon canpot bring it back to your partipplar 
recollection, could you. have any knowledge^r^any re*- 
coUection of its being so well furnished ? You have been 
frequently there, you can tell us the articles of furniture 
there. What was the description of it? You can say 
. what the usoal furniture was. ^ 

A. — ^There were chairs and tables, but I cannot say 
whether they were mahogany or not, 

Q. — Was there a mahogany table f 

A.-^Yes, sir. 



Q,— 43aa you tell us how many chtin there were 
there ? 
A.— No> rir; " ^ ' 
Q._Or whether they were new or old ? 

-'' A.— IcanAofciay. ' 

Q.~Wheth€r ihey were mahogany or bbtJjrOB tiHmo^ 

say, norhpwmany^^efewerel ' * " - 

- il,xuli appeared to be furnish^ a» it amy^^r. ' 

more particularly what thecontcnte of tbiatii>otoii^S*l*^ 

Yon did not make that catologne ? . 
A. — I saw it, sir. 

Q. — It was mafde before yon saw it ?' 
A,— I looked it over when it was printed; 

* • \ 
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^/te-cxanm^ by Mr.' Cp t bt tr^. 



' iCJ.— liaVe yon looked over the furniture and apparel ia 

these room's? 
A. — Yes. 

Q.— And do you now believe these things were there i 
A.— It appeared to 'me to he as they ialways were, well 

and comfortably furnished. 

• Q. — Who sent you the inventory? 
' A.— Mr. Guthye, but we had one before. 
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Mary ST£i/^N8, exammcdbfMf.Conu6ii SARlMter, 

Q.-^Did you attend Mrs. IKnghaniasa nurseo(^C&« 

sLooally ? *' ^ * 

A.'i-Yes, sir. < -• . 



/ 
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tht, ttnta? . , . 

iu-^Wtea I was ifack^ Urdte WM^kmrngo. 

LoBDCfliEF BAKbN^-*Wimt biippeiied ^m? Hone 
was the family at to linen i Very vell^ freirethcy / 

A.r— Yes, sin ; , 

^ Mr.CoHwm SmminAHt.-^W^i» fo^ ^r^. Bingham's 
ttmye befim ibe iirei? 

A^^-Twdve months ago. 

Q. — ^You were well acquainted, with the family lineq ; 

Q. — Have you been there since Mary Cox was 
thwi 
. A«p^N0^.air* 



,Jtey^ RiCHAEp BiNOHAMi examined by Mr* GrupiKBy. ^ 

.Cli-«-Mr. Bi^gluirii, yom iure one of ^^ magislnitea for 
Ae eoottCy i^f Htrntsj 

Q. — ^And reside at Gosport ? ^ > 

A.^^ Wi th^inmmibentdr Ocsport ehapdl. 

4i^.'^^4'itiW long h4v4s ym bten io e 

A(^Th(M;6 swo-Hiid-i^enty years. . 

<}^^yoa avt the brother of the gentlemaii at tbe 
Bar? . ; 

A. — His eldest brother. 

Q;^-4Iaivcyofa visited. him 4t ]ifer^el4/? . 

^. — Several times ; about a year and a half ago wa* 
the last visit I made him ; I think I was with him four 
nights and tkiee dqp s. 

Q.-— I think yoo must know bis )(ouse pret^ well i 
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inan-servanty and we wei;e all accommodated^ andkicom*^ 
fortably accommodated/ iii his lMia98r'He..bad.'»-i[fery 
iimneroos family ; whether 4ie had <ttiae or ^n^ dvUUen 
at that time I will not say. • -^ >• ^ :j>... 

Q.— Had be any boarders at that time ? • • < ^ — . '- 

A.-^Not at that timie; be shewed me his naideilcctand 
. bov comfortable be was : I believe I was in eieeiy part 
of the house^ — I believe so. . . ,./ — . .. 

Q. — You knew his libmryf : /. 

A. — Well : be bad a very comfoHable library yi^^-aioiw 
large library ; I should think, rating it itt the lowest^ J.(»r 
400 volumes, . ^ 

Q. — ^You are a family man; I beg to ask- yoo, 
from your knowledge of furniture and bouses, for-^what 
sum, in your judgement, could vour brother replace that 

furniture i 

* 

A.-— I cannot undertake to mention the name of eyery 
article that was in every room of the house. 
* Q.-^avJng remained >\«itfa your .'brother several days 
and nights, and having had an opporttmity of ^aeeil)^ 
what was there, have you not a judgement what was. ne- 
cessary to replace it. • .. ,. \ . ) 

A. — His- 'house was not by any means elegantly, ^r- 
nished, but certainly weUiurnished; I think. Ispeeak very 
moderately when I «ay ^t could not be rept^rchpaed 
fbr less than from nitteihiindred to one thoosaod pounds ; 
I am confident I am very much within compass wheni' 
say so. 

Q. — Have you a recolleetioh of a brpacb 6f Mn. 
Bingham? 
'A-.---I have not. 

Q. — Do recollect having heard her speak of it ,' r 

A« — I am not certain. 
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' Q.««<»Yoii aie the eldest brodier «od^ jprobably/ iiadi 
molpe of the fiuiiUy estote ? 

A. — Yes^ and he had himself considerably inofe. ^ . i 
• . .Q.**— Hi& frietulAawl ^omexi^ur aie opslent ?< i . . . 

A. — Generally speaking. , .: 

Q.— -lie was not a man without moa^y ? : > < 

: A.tr^enefaUy.jsp^ii^ hisirelatiims and connexioiiSy 
bcMfaJailaapisbHeaiid .'Siis^exy are wealthy^ aiid> if: Jus 
had wanted money^ his friends were both aUe and vilr 
ling to assist, him to a much greater d^ree than hee<lyld 
want. 

'Lord Chief* BARoii.*">*If he had asked yon^. Mr« 
Bingham, yovi would have supplied him ? 

A. — Fie has done so^mylord^ on former occasions^ and 
never was refused. 

Mr, Sbbji^ant Best. — Have you not reason^ sir, to be 
acquainted with his necessities ? 

A.— I am not ; on the contrary, on the return of his 
brother from the East-Indies, about a year and a half 
ago, he most liberally relieved him from every one of hit 
embarrasments. * 






Captain JossipH BinghAm> examtiwi2 by 

.Mr.CoURTUP. 



Q.— You are a post-captain, sir, in his majesty's navy : 
how long, sir, have you been in^ that situation ? 

A. — I have been a post-captain these fifteen, years 
past. 

Q. — I ask yon, sir,; whether,.a year and a half ago^tby 
your assistance, every incumbrance was not removed from 
your brother ? • .. 

A. — He assured me he had np other ; I wished to 



kiiowaII.y«i^btByaiidI.gave hilnatam to disefaftil^ 
them.— *He told me he was then a happjr flMtti atad had aa 
iacumbranae. 

LoBD CumAw SAaoKv^Il waa Smik» parpotfe of ta- 
teeving him completely. 

A.— It was^ nly lot d^ 

ltr.€k>iiRtu)p.<^ wk yonu ^^i whMhnr yoa. did 
Mit beUeiFfc him at hi» woid^ that he wai a fina iIwd, fra* 
Horn Idl incambtaotoi i 



If r. VBBKAtL, ijMfumd ty Mn Coipi^K Sb&^iaiit* 

. <l. — Mr. Verrall, I belifete you iwre an auctibAi^t ? 

A. — Yes; I am. ' . 

Q.— You had not the means of making otii thkt catii^ 
logue (handing it vp to Mm) From any knowledge of y5ar 
own? 

A.— Certainty not. 

Q. — Supposing this house to have t)cen fnrnishea 
with the various articles that are ^esiribed in that Oata-» 
logue — 

Mr^ SEajEANT Best, (intcrpasi9ig.)—'iAy lord, with 
the greatest humility, I aubmit tbajt^ as the witnesa never 
saw this furniture, he cannot gjive any evidence. 

Loan Chief Bakon. — He only values the furniture ; 
and you must first prove that all the articles mentioned in 
that catalogue were th^e. 

JoBN Palmee, examned hy Mr. Common Sxmbakt» 

4 

Q.^Do you live at Mliresfield, Pahner ^ 

A.«**^ies. 

Q.«— In what way of life are yon I 

A.*--I txA a iiews-c^aiti^. 
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irkh Mr; BcagfhaiB^ thst iias fcesii eaoitoibM? 

A. — Yes, very well. 

Q. — Did you see hiin on tbe flay ifter rire ftrjb ? > 

A. — I saw him on the day after the fire. 

Q.— That was oo the Friday : the iit« Irtt 4>etW^ 
Wednesday aigiit Bml IliUrsdliy mortiftig: Aid yott l^lk 
to him any thing respecting the fii'ef Wk^ Sid h^ ^f 
k:tdIeAhiaDiqpif4 

A^»*Hi&vifeuBt!er. 

Q4«t^Ditl yoa ask him what iris master said t5 him ? ^ 

A.— *His master said he tnis 10 run dd^^ ^tfetrii (M€ 
halloo fire directly. 

Q.^Well^ wfaal e%e did ybkrank him i 

A* — I asked him whether his master was dressed or no? 
He sa!d he thdiight he wft^, hm did ftotkod^; 

Mr. €oMiifbT!r SEaJ^rANt.*^Wetl, witness? 

A.«^I asked him what stairs he came down ? he an- 

r 

iiwi^red me di»wn th^ front &t&iirs : then I said Ito him^ 
did Vbtk ^e t3b^ %fe f 

Q. — Do you recollect what andw^r he gave to that 
qaestJbd df yotfri ? ' 

A. — ^He said no ^ if he had come down the Qther w«jf 
be shonM haVe fiS^h it. 

Q. — ^Are you quite sure he gave that account ? 

A.— -Thi^ is th6 aceount he gave to me^ sir. 

Q. — Did yon attend the digging the plate out of the 
ruins? 

A.— Yes, sir. 

Q.— Did you see both Mr. and Mrs. Bingham at the fire ? 

A.— T'lC^-'- 

Q.«-«Were they active or idle with respect to saving 
Ae fbndttiie ? 
ArfMMrfe* Biiigham> When I wrat out thM'6 Av$t, wis 
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trying g^ ^^ fttrottiire oat a« flist as the oouM : I did 
not see bim^ hvX believe he was ttp stairs throwing a bed 
oat. 

Q. — Didjroii8eehuiiafteffrard»? 
'^ A. — I did. 

Q. — ^What did he appear to be doing ? 

A.-— The best he oould> till such time as smne people 
called oat ! oat ! oat ! 

Q.«».l{e kept aboat the fire till the people called ool ! 
out ! oat ! to prevent his exposing himself too inaeh i 

A;-<-Yes ; no man> to mj thinking, exposed himtelf 
Dsore to save the furniture than he did. 

• • 

Croi$*€XMiimtdby If r. Pooi.bt, 

A. — Beqause* some people said all things were not 
light. 

Q.— It was the day . after the fir^ .that jou asked him 
these questions.-^He said he came dowa the front stairs, 
which way did he go ? 

A. — He came right out to a little plot, of plejasure- 
ground* 

Q. — Do you know where the scHool-room stood i 
A.— Very well. 

" II.', . " • . 1 • I , . s 

Q. — Did he come down directly towards }t i 
. A. — He came down a little p?ist it. : M 

Q. — Do you know where the boy slept in the housei 
A.— No, sir^ I know nothing of that. _ • 



•>• 



Re-exandned by Mr. Common Serjkant. 

Q#-^He did not state to you that he stood At the thrtsb* 
old of the school-room door and looked iof attfieAsfef 
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A.<--He told me he never saw it 

Mr. Common S^bjeant.— I 1:>elieve Mr. Binghupdi 
liad his enemies^ witDcsB? 

Aj^l verity believe the boy told me the tradi when he 
Mid he never saw any thing of the fire; I believed ht^li 
ihen and I believe now it is true what he told me. 



Sarah TowNSEND,ejrai?tiiiecZ hy Mr. Gurnet. 

, Q. — Sarah Townsend, did you attend the ironing of 
the linen when Mrs. Bingham sent for you i 

A. — ^Yes,sir. 

Q.— Had you attended^ the day before the fire took 
place^ at this house ? 

A. — ^Yes, sir. 

Q. — ^Was the linen as usual in the house at that time ? 

A.— For any thing I know. 

Q. — Did you attend the ironing ? 

A.^-Yes. 

Q. — ^Whiere was it afterwards taken to ? You did not 
take it away out of the house ? 

A.— No, sir. 



Mary Horabcraft^ examned by Mr. Courtup. 

Q, — Did you attend the washing of the linen at Mr. 
Bingham's the day before ? 

A. — On the Monday before the fire. 

Q.— Had you an opportunity of seeing whether there 
was at that time the usual quantity of lineA? 

A.—- There was no difierence at all Just about as usual. 

Q«— ^Hebty of good linen ; you had been only washing 
Ihtre? 



ao9 

A. — YcB, a good derf. 

Qvt^YQ¥ W ti?|l m wh^N^C A^ iiqtft ^« gocw|f of 
the sort and plentiful for their u$9 i - . 

^ M^ S»fc»AK'r BaaT.-rnl ha»t m que^tiw |o ild( ^ 
yon. 

Sawabi^ B4TBMAN;t f^omificct (^ ^C^CaMMQ^ 

Sebjeant. 

Q.— Bateman, were, jou in the employment of Mi;- 
Bingham? 

A*— Yejf, si^. 

Q.— >Did you occasionally remove the fagots from the 
. stack to the wood-house ? 

A/i — Te the cow4Qdgp# 

Q. — Do you remember any fagQt$ reropyed shc^rdy 
hefore the fire i ^ 

A,— Yes, some time before, on the Monday, the 
Htpqk of wood was exhausited. 

Q.— That is the Monday before the fice h^ppen^d? 

A •""■Yes. 

Q. — Had you any orders to remove them into the cow- 
house i 

Ar««^The whde p/ircel that was left I got? lothie^ cow* 
lodge. 

Q^n-How many were Aj^re ? 

A. — I suppose, I did not count them» between t^.QQ^* 
fire and thirty. 

Q.-^Pid you see tfce eow^lodge afber tbe i*e? 
A.— I did. 

Q>r^Row inaax were there remaioingf 
4F»*^Tbere wene two-tbirda i»inatning> andL I. lost? one- 
third, as nigh as I can recollect, I did not count ihwm^ 
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Cro$s-€xamined by Mr. Serjeant Best. 

Q.— What were they ? 
A. — ^Hollies. 

Q.— Will you swear there were more than two hoUy- 
ftgots? - — 

A.— Yes, more than a dozen of hollies. 

Q. — You mean after the fire ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Ct-wYon aweav dial positively* 

Ct.-*-Where weie they^ 

A.«— in the oow*lodge» 

Q.*«»Tbere weie no. otheca there at all hot boHicSj w«f^ 
there not some oak? 

J^^m^Tbsie^ were aouie oak, som^] beach, and some 

l|OllJM. 

Q.— Is the place you are speiduog o£ die woodi-laMtteJ 
Av~No> A^^omAodg^i bulitha boy: 4id nothing bat 

Q.-r-Ylm do not know whether »ny were oanrLed to the 

A.<-?4 do not. 

LoftJD Chiot Bab^n^^^You cairie^ all that remained 
0£ thjUi stock to the oow-lodge> and, therefore, there 
coi|U be none^ can icd to any. odier place i 

AWEhe boy JNrqnght. them, to me and I put them in. 

Mr. CoMMOU SujEAHT. — We shall call the same 
honourable persons to this gentleman's charaoter* 

tfijM SABJKAif.T Bbst.«-«I will AOt pnt ypu to> that 
tMnUe> I.haaceno dpnbt these genikmen will give tb? 
cvidienoe again* 
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LoraCbief ^AsoNw.'T-rOieiitleiiiieix of tber juTyr this 
gentleman is charged^ a second time> wj4b bayip|; volun- 
tarily set his own house on fire, fyt ^brQe4ifffi^ent..par« 
|K)ses: firsts to defraud the ow.n^r of the. .'house,, the 
iter*. Mr. Rivett^.the i^ectoc of Maxesfieid. . Tber«^has 
been no evidence whatever to prove tfaiit. 
r The'second charge is that it was done foe the .{mv^ose 
of defrauding the gentlemen of the Sun Fire-office> by 
«rhmn the house was^insnred. * . • '• '!--/> 
* ^ere wa»a8 lijttle evidence to prove ^a^k^hai^ge.--*'' 

The only real substantial charge, and to wbi^k ^ 
evidence applies, is that > the prisoner insured htm^s^lf^ 
insured his household furniture at the Union Fife^ffice, 
up to the extent of £W0y he knowing that ibis fiirnilure 
mzs not Worth more than £dOO> 4^ £S50.' That islthe 
most unfavourable account of the amount of hi^ptib|i«rty^ 
AH that he could receive from the In»urancekQ£Ece, in 
case of a loss, was the sum of £600, so that this diabo- 
lical eriilie must be -supposed to have been coibmiited 
by him,' in order to gain the sum of £150 or £!M0. 
" NoWy gentlemen, it tarns oat, by the evidence pro- 
Jdttced by the prisoner, particularly the : evidence 4>t one 
of his own brothers, the Rev. Richard Bingham, who 
had visited the prisoner about a year and a half ago^ 



ifimn be ti>o]i( bito thfougb tbe diffi^eiit pmrti of bit 
bodas^ and' shewed bim bow eomfortftbl^s be wi^» ViM 
gtatleaiaii telis you, he, hi» wife, two obildrea, ^d a 
mm»-mtYBSDt, resided aevesal days and nigbtip^ ifitb^ bit 
brotber^ and were well accDoimodatedi indefendeat of 
Mir. Bibgbam'a own family, at tbat ticaO codiistingpf bit 
wife and nine or ten cbilch^enh Thi^- geutletnan dedaret 
ikM he tpeaka witbiii ooKipius wh^a he tayt' that bit 
b]»tfater V fiijwitiife that was^ ibeu in hia bouse could' mft 
be i^placed' for ei less sum than from £goo to £1000. 
<lN»itiemen^^ if yoit belietev tbfe evidenee, the ptimne^, 
to ftur fipDmhth^iftf had any motive fbr the perpetMiob of 
to great aoriine, tbat be had a powerfdl motitreto diaanade 
turn} kotti it,> farrtJhe necessary donsequence: of it waa ta 
pnidace a loss to^ faimsrif of <£^4aa or £ dOO. 

Perhaps it may^be neoessaryfor. me, in order to satisfy 
the parties^ who seem to be very eager, to recapitulate to 
you the. vboie of tbeevidenee. 

The Gate faiage$,-H*tunisy on tbia tingle point, whether 
he wat of^ar or under intare^; NoW the evideiKe on that 
bead is that he bad in hia bouse twice (the value of the 
effects that werex^bvtned by the insurance* 

Haw, another thing I would remark is thia,-*^be ex- 
treme diiioul^ for anybody to know, from top to bottom, 
aHtbe fornitaretbttis inaiiy' house, except toiifie near 
«»iMtt»8ttot)$ or relations; Yod caar eaailjF r^onorfe, with 
reg^ard to tlf^ hoose of y«nir friend, diat there were car^ 
fMs, and ohsairs)- and: ti^lta, toe; ftia^ and' tbat it mtb. 
exceeitmglywtellstvofaed^ land that itagieeaide t6 the 
evidence of many of the prisoner's witneateB» They 'had 
iieeo often in dMfareift'iMnmisof the heme, and speak to 
etarpets; «teirs> uiAetr, .bcdsi and bbdding, aad there must 
have been a gfeat number of these necessary fyt tlie 
tceoataiodatioo^ of^ toJt]|p afiMailf; Ttott^ witnetses 



•peak to many of the rooms in the •house hnving been 
well farnbhed^ and that there was a very large quaoti^ 
of linen. They cannot enumerate every artide^ nor 
state iu value* This furniture and its value can be only 
Icnown to persons who have had an opportunity of seeing 
it isdl, and Mr. Richard Bingham has told you he had 
been through the whole house from to top to bottom^ 
aiid declares upon his oath that the furniture which was 
at that time in his brother's house could not be re-pur* 
chased for a less sum than £ goO or «£lOOO. This witness 
has been the incumbent of Gosport chapel for upwards 
of twenty years, and would hardly come here to swear 
himself black in the face even to save a brother. He 
had a better opportunity of seeing this furniture than 
any of the other witnesses^ and of forming a judgement 
as to the value of it, and that is the account he gives 
you. 

Then, gentlemen, another observation is this, all po«> 
verty and all penury are entirely out of the question. For 
you have been told by Captain Joseph Bingham, that 
about a year and a half ago he had paid, a very large 
sum to his brother. And that he onlv did that on con- 
-dition that his brother would disclose all his debts to him. 
His brother told him he was a free and happy man, free 
from all incumbrances whatever, and the witness h^d 
no reason to doubt it. He had no occasion to conceal 
any thing. And this gentleman was desirous of setting 
his brother with so large a family friee and unencumbered 
in the world. And therefore poverty was entirely out 
of the question. 

y This would have been an act of lunacy, by which he 
would have subjected himself certainly to a loss of £400 
or £ 500. . ' 

Now, gentlemen, there were one or two circumstances. 



which at first stgfa( were very striking^ but thc;y seeioi to 
have admitted of explsmation^ and have received^ I think^ 
a reaspnable.explanation. 

Several. circumstances^ as stated at first in the outset by 
Mr. Serjeant JSest^ were certainly of that description. 

As to the evidence of the hoy, Thomas^ Caley^ there 
was a. smile about him^ and more indifference than was 
suitable .to this solemn occasion ; perhaps it may be in 
SQine d^^ee natural to him> but it would have been a 
recommendation to him if he had been a little more 
serious. . > . 

We shall see by and by that his evidence is most 
materially broken in upon and contradicted by more than 
one witness. . 

The first witness called on the part of the prosecution. 

is Mr. Richard. Jenner. He says, that, on the night of 

the l6th of January, he was going home to his own house 

with his brother, about twelve o'clock. TTiey leave the 

prisoner's house on the left hand. The street at that time 

was all quiet. In about three-quarters of an hour after 

he got home, a servant-boy from his brother came up and 

gave the alarm of fire. He immediately jumped out of 

his bed, and with two men-servants went to the prisoner's 

house, and found it on fire, and the flames raging very 

violently. It was half past one. He saw Mr. Bingham 

in about five minutes after he got there, and who seemed 

anxious to save his liquor in the cellar, and the witness 

and his servants endeavoured to assis>t him to put it out, 

and,. when Mr. Jenner asked the prisoner how the fire had 

.begun, he gave him this account, and you will find that 

he gave the same iiccount at three different times, without 

:any material variation. . . 

f He said it w£|s maliciously done. He went to bed about 
.tea o'clock at oigbti and, abdut half an hour after, Mrs. 

^2 



Bkigbam thbugbt she heettd somebody- atK>u4 the kMSO $ 
lie got up apd k>oked out of the wiadow^ but could see 
nobody. The prisoner then said to- Mr* Jecmer, yoa 
i$ix>m I ha^% been very uawedt ; to which he answered 
yes* He said^ he could not sleep ; that about twelve 
o'clock^ or between twdive and one^ he fencied he heard 
somebody about, his house again; that be got up, aaCl 
put on his breeches and his shoes, and went down stairs tc^ 
k>ok into the lower rooms in the house ; that, when he- 
went up stairs ag«in, Mrs. Bingham asked him if he had 
been in all the rooms below i He said he had. She 
asked him If he bad been in the school-room ? He had 
emitted to go into- the schooUrooni> and said No. Thek 
he went up stairs again and put on some mere clothes^ 
and looked out of the window, and saw a person going 
away from the corner of the house into the tuDnpike-ioadi 
That he then told Mrs. Bingham she must prepare herself 
to dress, for that something was wrong about: die house. 
The witness said that, he had omitted to state> that, when 
the prisoner came down stairs the second time, he tried 
to en^r the school-room through the inner door com* 
municating with the house, but found it barricadoed,. and 
could npt get in. He thought he saw some smoke 
through the crevices of that ioiier door : as he could n#t 
get into, the school by tbit inner door Im therefore went 
out at a back door^ and went round the yard, and turned 
in at the scbooUroom door that comes into die yard ; diet 
the door he found had been, forced open by some evil'> 
disposed person ; that be saw some fagots, and seme forms 
and tabiesiD die schooUroom^ against the inner door, which 
prevented itfrimi being opened on the otlier lude; that 
the room was full of smoke ; thai he pushed on to the 
drawers, and got out-a handful c^ wri^ngsi The-fire began 
-toUiaae^ aiidthaty if he^ bad hadtiTQor thpee petli^of 



water, he thought he should be able to put out ib« 

fie then states these circumstances^ that Mr. Biii|;hai^ 
tools the witness by the arm^ and went dpwn to the church 
to try to find out some children's clothe?^ that had beeq 
saved from the fire, and which had been deposited in the 
ehtirch; that he afterwards met Mr. Binghan^ at b^ 
tNrother*s (Mr. T. Jenner) at breakfast-time^ whisn b^ 
seemed to be very unwell : he intimated that be was a 
ruined man> that all his effects were burned ej^cept that 
which was saved from the ruins : he asked him what his 
property was wortb> he said his clothes and linen w^ 
inrorth from ^£^100 to .£150, and that he thought his gpod^ 
altogether were worth from «£900 to <£lOOO, and that he 
was only insured for £500, and that value of his goods is 
confirmed by the testimony of his brother Mr- Rich^d 
Bingham. 

He then proceeds to say, as I have already stated to 
you, that> when Mr. Bingham came down stairs the 
second time, he tried to enter by the ii^ner school-room 
door and found it was barripadoed. 

Now, gentlemen, you will be so good as to recollect 
that Mr. Bingham said, that, when he entered the schoql, 
there were fagots, forms, and tables, piled up against 
the inner door, which prevented him from opening it on 
the other side ; and the only person who contradicts that 
being the case is the boy (Thomas Caley) whose evidence 
you will hear by and by : Mr. Bingham told Mr, Jenner 
that the door had been forced open by some evil-disposed 
persons, who had put these things at the back of the 
inner door, and had set fire to the school-ropm, and 
which had prevented the door from being opened on the 
^ide of the house. 

Jhat, in'cionsequenp^ of some information that Farb 
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had communicated to him^ he went to the bottom of the 
garden whete the new stable is erected ; and this is by 
way of shewing there was some colour for believing this 
was a voluntary act on the part of Mr. Bingham. Mr. 
Jenner says he took up there about sixty blank copy- 
books^ concealed under some earth and some chickwe^d^ 
which were carried to the Chequers public hoiise^ and 
which were of the value of thirty shillings, a motive 
hardly adequate to account for the commission of so 
heinous an offence as the present.. He says he was with 
Joseph Adkins^ the Bow-street officer, when they dis- 
covered, down by the new stable, concealed under a little 
earth, some ciphering books, some accompt-books with 
a sort of flower over them ; those under the chickweed 
were found in the morning, and had been recently depo- 
sited there ; the others they found in the evening of the 
same day, they too had been recently deposited there, 
but not so recently as the others. 

As to this story, when you come to look at the value of 
these articles, they are next to nothing ; when you come 
to consider them they are mere trifles in themselves, they 
are only of the value of a few shillings. There were two 
parcels found concealed over the privy ; these were mere 
private papers, and some of these papers were in the 
prisoners own hand-writing. These articles were found 
on January 27, at five o'clock ; these two parcels of 
private papers over the privy ; there were also some quills 
found. Now, except the quills, these things could not by 
possibility be insured. 

There is one of these papers that respects some copy, 
hold property ; there is also a licence from the Bishop. 
These papers cannot be insured, and relate to nothing in 
the world but to Mr. Bingham's own private affairs, they 
could be of no value to any one but himself, suppose he 
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bad thought in his own mind that he could insure them, 
what inference can arise in your minds on that subject? 

The witness is asked with respect to a certain pond 
there ; it has been supposed that it was very near this 
school-room, and that water might have been got out of 
it to extinguish the fire. However, this witness tells you, 
though against him, that this pond is not nearer than the 
well, and that the well is exceedingly deep, seventy-five 
feet deepv 

'- On his cross-examination he says, be saw some of the 
plate afterwards in a melted state, but did not see it dug 
out of the ruins; that was certainly of much more Value 
than those small articles that were found at the bottom, of 
the garden by the witness and Adkins : when he saw the 
prisoner at the fire, he was in the act of endeavouring to 
save a part of that property which was insured, — the 
liquor* / 

The next witness is Thomas Caley. Now, gentlemen, 
this boy is a very material witness. He tells you he was 
servant to Mr. Bingham; that the fire happened on the 
Thursday morning ; that he was employed on the Wed- 
nesday, the day preceeding the fire, in carrying parcels 
from the school-room to the com^room ; he carried nails, 
small hooks, and rides.^ This he had done by the order of 
Mn Bingham, and that he went there about a dozen of 
times : he carried also some papers. 

Supposing this boy is entitled to any credit at all, he 
says Mr. Bingham carried some books and parcels also, 
and went several times in the course of that day. That 
m the evening of that day he went into the yard between 
five and six o'clock, and saw Mr. Bingham in the chicken- 
house. He was going through the yard to the peat-stack 
for some peat, and Mr. Bingham asked him where he 
>vas going, he said he was going through the yard for 






fut. Hit. Bin^ialn toW Wmlic mutt not com* back ftal 
way Agaio^ aad acoordingly he returaed bj anotsher vay* 
That 18 to giv€ you an idea of the CQudaot. of Mr, 
BingbiMai in that ehid^ea^hoiise. 

He says he went to bed that ni^t about mae o'ck^sk^ 
imd did Bot awake aga^n till he wa$ called by Mjr. Biagban 
Id alarm the village ; that was between tw^ve ;aa4. <Hit 
0^dk>dc; the fire in the school-Foom then was not narf^ 
large. 

'Now^ geatfemed^ njiind what he tsUs foy» He w^nt 
pnd stood at the door of the schooW oom> ibai pact of th^ 
•chpol ix>om was iii 'flames^ and that sopie of the &gola 
«rer« baraing, not at the end' against the imiar door^ hat 
in the middle of the room. 

All this he undertakes to say that he saw i^ that these 

fsgots w«re barning in th§ middle of the room; the|r 

were a part of the same fagots he had removed the dvjc 

b^ore from the stack to tixe uroodTbouse where they were 

usually kept^ and which hte had done )!>y the priaonti'^a 

prders : that be had rempved into the wood-honse imlhe 

preceding day fotirteen or fifteen fagots ; he eonU not 

tell bow many were burning, but he could see the inner 

door that communicated with the house^ and that there 

was nothing against that door to prevent any person froqEi 

opening it on the other side ; there Wjss nothing borninl; 

but the fagots ; the next mornings wh^n he examiaadtfae 

ffi^ots in the wood-house^ only two remained of that jdort, 

be had carried fourteen or fifteen, and they were the 

same sort of fagots that were burning that tfe had carried 

the day before; the deski!» stood in the achool^qpoi 

nearly in their usual place^ at the side of the windows, and 

one of the tables was on one side where the fire was^ and 

one was up at the end of the outside door^ and the fori||S 

were up by the side of the desks^ one table was bumiagi 

/ 
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to itftve been jbc^okra m farcied. 

^pw, ^efti^mea^ m order th^t you J99ay b^ abli^ moiEe 
^Mtly aajd lihimc^y tp ^pr^ciaie tb« ^videoo^ of tbU 
ffilBes», I s^l tw^ eomcrast ir ^itb tbfi eyidepee •of ibe 
liat wiltieAs on ib^ pftr4 of tbie fn^^evj Bdmrnd B^Aomm, 
and you will see how materially the testimony of i}M$ 
toy 19 $$vtmdiiGied by the efridence of Bateman^ I shall 
now read Urn oontaradi^tioa of Batemw, tbougb not ii 
liie order of the evidence, 

Tb« boy CWtey tells you that when be ^rst (Camed^wn 
flam tie stood 9(t ibe docHr of the schooUroomi aiid Wfr fi 
miaiber of boUy fugols burning in the middle of the 
xoopa^ aiid d^»^rib09 bow and where all the de^k^ forJi^Hi^ 
and iable0^ were «tanding ; and than he says in the eveiv- 
jiag, botwWn five und six o'^^ax^, be went into the yard> 
vbea be «aw Mr. Bingham bis master in the cbicken- 
|;iOD^ who asked bim where he was going, and told him 
hfi nnHt not eoiao back again tbM way ; that be had 
brought fourteen or ^fteen fagots the day before to the 
wood-bpuft?, and that i>ti the morning after the fir^ only 
two of them remained* 

Now Edw^ Batenian says, he was himself in tbo 
pfifioojer's empioymeBt, that be removed from the ^st^ok 
|o the cow«-ladge, not the cbickenobousej that be ha4 
arde»9 to remote all that were left, tbe whole that weife 
leh, all of ihtan, be had orders to remove tbem all^ so 
fh^ none v/m lek, and thsA the number of thein wf|s 
between tweiity^five and thirty, and }m ^ays ibey wei^e 
removed to the cow-lodge and not ^ the wood-hou9e> 
and be says ibat iwo*ihir4> of tbem wete remaining thesa 
after the iire. 

On his cross-examinafcion, be ^e^y^, two-ll|irds of tbesn 
Remained after the fire^ that some of ^faepa yfete bo}ly 
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and others brash ; that there were more -than a do2eii of 
hollies remaining, and that there were no other fagots ut 
all. The boy says fourteen or fifteen were brought to the 
wood-house. In every word therefore he is contradicted: 
He says the boy attended him all the time> that he brought 
these fagots to him, and that he put them into the cow- 
lodge. » 

Now^ gentlemen^ this is a contradiction which certainly 
itppears to be a very important link in this boy's evidence, 
in the account he gives of these fagots, having been 
brought the day before by his master's orders, as he says, 
from the stack to the wood-house ; and, at the time of 
the fire, these fagots being seen by him burning in the 
school-room. If Bateman is to be believed, that is ut- 
terly false, as these fagots were never brought - there. 
Bateman tells you that he himself piled them up ia the 
cow-lodge ; that there was not a single oak fagot among 
them, and that two^thirds of them remained after the 
fire ; that some of them were of brush and others hol- 
lies. 

Caley, on his cross-examination, says the nearest way 
to the village was by coming downstairs, as he did, going 
out at the door, and turning round by the school-room 
door. He said he bad heard the door was broken open ; 
but he looked at the door, and it did not appear to have 
been broken open. He brought some of the fagots, and 
Mr. Bateman brought some, from the stack to the wood- 
house. Now Bateman says the fagots were not brought 
to the woodrhouse, but to the cow-lodge. Caley says the 
morning after the fire only two holly fagots remained, 
and that the day before he had carried fourteen or fifteen : 
whereas Bateman says they were from twenty-five to 
thirty in number, and that two*thirds of that number re- 
mained after the fire. . 
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' : Cttley says there was plenty of other fagots ; he did 
Bot stay at the schooWoom door quite ten minutes^ look- 
ing at the fire ; though he admits his master's orders were 
to go directly to the village^ and to alarm every body. 
He says there was not much smoke then but in the 
.middle of the room^ when he stood at the school-room 
.door. 

fie says he knows Palmer. He says Palmer was about 
at the time of the fire. He might speak to him. Oa 
•being asked whether he did not tell Palmer he did not see 
any thing of the fire ? He says, he did not say to him» he 
jdid not see the fire. He positively says be did not say so 
to Palmer. 

' Now I shall read to you that part of Palmer's evidence 
that bears on this pointy after I have finished Caley's 
cross-examination. 

Cailey says he did not mention any thing of the fire to 
Palmer. He said that four or five fagotd were quite 
burned in the school-room ; while he stood at the door^ 
they were quite consnmed^ except some short piece?. 
When he stood at the scboolrroopi door^ he felt no in- 
convenience from the smoke. The outer wall of. the 
school-room was made of bricks He knew Palmer per- 
fectly well. Palmer asked him whether he saw the fire, 
and -he told him yes; but did not tell him about the 
fagots. He was quite sure he did not tell Palmer he did 
not see the fire when he came down stairs^ and. that if he 
' had come down the other stai^^^ he should have seen it. 
He is perfectly certain Ji^ pever said any thing like 
that to Palmer. 

He says, if Mr. Bingham had been removing any va- 
luable furniture, hemiust have seen it ; there were some 
things removed from the school to the corn-room, some 
paper and other articles. But in case the hoiise took fire^ 



that room trould be in as much dso^er as My 
lliese things were ge&eraily kept in the schco%>'f»<<.^«^^ 
irbeti the school wm going on. He did not m^iitioa 
any thing of the course of the fire, far a consklerabie 
ii^e^ for a fortni^t^ till he wos-exatoined bef ofe the 
titagistrates ; till that tifioe^ he fnentiotied tiotluiig of hm 
having seen the fire ; and stilly though he had staled 
'Bothing^ he was e&amined as a witness for ib^ prOse^ 
Ciitiotl. 

He has sworn positively he did not say to Mr. Palmer 
1^ had not s^en the fire ; but Pdner has dworo posi- 
tively that he did^ and it will b6 for yoa to «ay T^htch of 
them you will believe. 

Mr. Palmer says^ that on the Friday, the day after the 
fire, that he saw Caley ; that he asked him who hod'caUed 
him up at the fire ? He said his master had called him uf, 
and ordered him to go down stairs^ and halioo^fe, directly. 
He asked Caley whether his master was di^essed or not? 
He said he thought he was^ but did not know. He asloed 
him what stairs be came down ? He andweced, down ihe 
front stairs. Then Palmer said to him, did you see rtie 
fire ? Caley said, no. — If he had come down the other 
way, he should have seen it: but he came dowt) the 
front stairs, and he had seen nothing of it; and if that 
was the truth, then all that he has stated respecting it, 
'and his standing near ten minutes at the schooWuo^ 
door, is utterly felse, 

A breach is made in two of the most essential parts of 
this witness's evidence : when I heard this boy state this 
nv>st" important circumstance, that Mr. Bingham Wis 
seen loitering and lurking about the house ; that this boy 
had been ordered by his master, the day before, to brirtg 
fagots from the staek ; that l^e had seen them burning ii^ 



iIm? 9ftiiMl<'foo«ir wA ^^ <a^ ^'"^ ^'f ^1^^^^ r^nwiMd 
the n^ft mwraiiife 

TiMit^ uqd^nii^edJy^ would have bew im exU'eiKly 
iifartoiit eircuoMUne^ Bat^ aft«r the evideace of thesof 
twr Wiitfi«99i9^ Ba(ei»»u aad Pakaer>. who coatraii^l 
€«ley in the wolit^esaeiilaal pMrt» of hU Qvideae^ }ioa> wiU 
CMsider wha^ oredit ;ou will give tathe evideRGe^.of 
musk m hoy, 

Macy Coflc ia tl»ii: calisd ; shfi saya she Imd as miraeiy 
aMidj itif tlie AcaHy of Mr. Binja^nu She semembera 
bia geiag. til Loodoft qa tb» ^h of Peeamibar, where be 
a^maiaed' a fortnight, aad tbe^ returned on Jtanuary l^iih^ 
Oa the l^iih of ^^aoQary^ thtt night before the fiffe> aha 
jxrceUeota Mr. Busghaot went o«c tmce that e^reniiig^. the 
Imt tiiae was aboDt six ofcloiQk ; she. did* nan knew where 
he went to. He went oat at the. baek-doQ«» aad took a 
Iflothonii and at oandle in hia hand; he was out at that 
time about a cfuarta: of an botir*. He went out the aeooad 
time, dl>ont eight a'cloek^ atUae ba^^k door again^ with a 
lanthorn^ and. was absent about half-an-honr. 

It appears etearly^ from the evidenoe aftefiwanla>. t|iat 
Mjr« Bingham had then a bowel*coi»plaint4 

The fiffst tiitt^ when Mr, Bingham, went o«t was the 
^e when the boy saw him> as he was* going through, tlw 
yard for a basket of peat. Slie says they went to bed 
that night abont ten o'clock ; that the prisoner, was the 
person last up ; bat it turns out that he wasusually last 
up^ and that may be all right. Sba says she was called 
by Mxs« Binghmn at half-^past twelve ;. and she was 
dressed all. but her gowaand neok^handker^hief. 

JSicPjf that gave xne die idea that Mrs4 Bingham wa$ 
dieised in. her u$ufil manner. But with* i^esi^tto the 
manniet in which her, clothes^ were puton^ amlas.to4ier 



neck-handkerchief^ yoa will afterwards leapm from iStiiif 
testimony of another witness^ Mrs. Hannah Jennier. 

Sh,e says she was dressed all but her gown and ne<&« 
handkerchief : that would give any body to nnderstand 
that she was dressed in her usual way ; she (the nursery* 
maid) was alarmed by the cry of fire, and was told to get 
up and dress herdelf, which she did ; there was another 
servant who slept in the same room witli her, who was 
alarmed at the same time. She had lived in the family 
about four months, and was well acquainted with the 
premises. She knew the school-room; 'that there was a 
pond near it; and that there could be no difficulty of 
getting water from that pond with a bucket ; and th^re 
were buckets standing in the brewhouse, which was at 
one end of the house, and the school-room at the other, 
at the distance of this court from each other. 

That Mr. Bingham came into her bed-room just after 
Mrs. Bingham had gone out, and that he was completely 
dressed. He not ouly had all his clothes on, but bad 
them on in the usual way as in the day-time. 

There were five rooms below stairs, furnished; she 
could not tell the particulars of the furniture of that 
house; there were two parlours. In the large parlour 
there was a sofa, a carpet, some plain chairs, and other 
chairs ; she' did not know how many. 

The next witness called is Harry Adkins, the Bow- 
Street Officer, and he relates to you the account the pri- 
soner gave to him respecting this fire. He said he was^ 
sent down by the request of Lord Sheffield, to see if he 
could make any discovery respecting the fire. He ac- 
cordingly went to Maresfield, January 25th, arid saw 
Mr. Bingham at the house of Mr. Thomas Jenner, who 
saiB to him, I suppose you are the person that came from 



Xicmdon to inquire after the fire ? He told him he was, 
and that he wished to know the particular circamstances 
that took place both at the time of the fire and previous 
to the fire. That the prisoner began with stating, that 
he suspected a man of the name of Goldspring« In con- 
seqnence of taking his licence away, and that his house 
ought not to be. continued as a licenced house ; he sus* 
pected he was the pei:3on who set fire to his house ; that^ 
at about ten o'clock, be and his family went to bed, and^ 
in about half-an-hour after, he thought he heard footsteps 
under his windows ; that he got up and looked out at the 
window, but saw no one. He retired to his bed, and, 
about half-past eleven he thought he heard the same noise 
again. He then got up to the window, and looked out, 
and saw no one. About a quarter before one, he and 
his wife were alarmed with a noise of the wrenching, as 
it were, of the school-room outer door. He got up, 
looked out at the window, and saw a man walking in a 
direction fpom his house. It was then moonlight; but 
he coCild not discern whether the man had a brown coat 
on, ox a white smock-frock ; that he th^n put on his 
breeches and stockings, and went with a poker in his 
hand down stairs. He looked through the passage into 
>all the rooms ; and he was returning up stairs, when Mrs. 
Bingham called to him and asked if he had looked into 
all the rooms,. and if he had looked into the school-room? 
He said he had looked into all the rooms, but he had not 
looked into the school-room. He went into his room, 
.and put his coat and waistcoat under his arm, and re- 
turned down stairs again directly. He went to the pri- 
.yate door leading to the school-room, and was astonished 
fto find it fastened, not in the usual way, and that he 
•could perceive a little smoke through the crevices of the 
door. He then went out, and went to the outer school- 
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m« docnv aiid found it open : Ife W€fnt ki^ 1il& nboolt 
aail agBmst dieiniier dooirht fmmA seteml ftigots ;. theril 
was • taUe stending over tbstt^' and benches agakist 
lli«m^-<^againitt the fiigots : and^ itecoll^eting tbar he b«d 
^dOinhiffdMBtef dmit^r6> in Ms^faool-moM) he wefttl 
to^AniBvfor the pnrpoie of talking k oa<f^ but; couM nt^, «§ 
hs hmiinDt iim key with him; There Were thre^ bandies 
o£ seimons^. which iKy on onef of t^e d)rawer9> and-thefli 
lii^ iiupeW' out of the window. 

This wflK OB liie Monday; on the Tnesdiay he went tt^ 
stppmhend the prisoner; hewent^to Mr. Jenn^^ houl^; 
Wtoa-e he had' seen him the night before, atid- tol* Wffl 
)m was not satisfied wi«h what he had related' to him the 
night before, and diat be wished to ask htm a few more 
questions ; upon which Mr; Bingham asked: htm if he 
wns come to take ad vantage of him ? He said no. 6en« 
tkmen, the charaeter of a Bow^^streetMifficer ir that 
ef a shrewd cunniiig fellow, who wiil find ont sbme*- 
times what another person will not easily wopm out of 
aaottier, and, therefore, Mr. Bingham's question was^nol 
very unnatural. 

He saysv he then asked htm if he had at warrant : he 
told him he bad : he demanded a sight of i^ and he 
shewed it him : be said, then I mutt sabmit.f^-Imake- 
diately after that be said; if you will burn that w^rant 
I will give you all the information you .want: hetcdd 
Kim it could answer no purpose to burn the wainrant as 
his authority wa^ quite sufficient without it. 

By getting rid of the warrant he might suppose diat, 
probably, thsere would be an end of the whole bttsinessi. 

There is no reason to doubt this aceDunt'whtoh.Ad^ 
kins gives is taie. — He says, he ashed biin if, in dab 
course of the day, he had been in the stable=^: be said he 
had several times ; he asked him if he: had taken 



my bbcte ou^ of the sUble that day : he said no ! he, 
•aid be bad foand about tbi^e dosen of oopy^boc^s^--^ 
}M>oks notbouad^ in one of -tbe walks in the garden fMl* 
joiqitkg i^e bouse : he esked bim what he had done with 
|^]te^-^be asked bim if be had taken <bem to Mr. Tho- 
mas. Jenner : he was Terj xnnch agitated ; aft^ some 
liiif>Q|teBhe said no> buttbat he had borjed .them : he asked 
him why he bad buried them : he said from the conTer- 
gQtioa tbajt bad passed between the officer and bim^ the 
mgbt before^ he was afraid of bis seeing them : he might 
apprehend something from the Bow-street officer if he 
had seen them. 

The prisoner was taken into custody. 
' N6fr be say® the prisK>aer told bim> when he thought 
•be beacd spmetbing wrenched, be got up directly and 
'Went down stairs; that he put on his breeches and 
etockinga apd went into th^ passage and saw the smoke 
^roi^gh the creyiq^ ; that be went up stairs and then 
wenyldown again^ in the course of a few minutes ; whea 
lie came down the second time, with his coat and waist- 
coat under bis arm^ and^ as soon as be entered the school- 
voom^he found it in the state he bad represented ; he 
aaid t|te tables were burning and the room was full of 
amob^ : that, wh^i be weat into the school-room firsts 
if he had bad two buckets of water^ be could have ex- 
tinguished the fire. 

On his ero^s-examination he said : when be asked Mr. 
Bingham about the stable he said the key was not there^ 
but insisted, on breaking open the stable-door that the 
ofgoer might immediately see what was there ; the 
officer proposed to stay till the key was brought to open 
the duof ; but Mr. Bingham insisted on breaking it open, 
and did fo immediately .-^The value of the little arti- 
cles found in the stable were about twenty shillings ; 
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ijlere was besides a good quadtity of corn^ but thai was 
the place where it was expected to be fon^nd : the three 
hiuidles of sermon^^ which be threw out of the windoviTy 
were found there ; there were copy-books and papers 
found in the stable, not Cixceedihg the value of twenty 
shillings, SO; that what was found there was no object* 
•He discovered no plate; he had inquired after the plate, 
and found, that, after the jSre, it was deposited in a 
blacksmith's, hands; he had seen a part of it yesterday, 
and that it had visible marks of having undergone the 
action of fire. , 

There was also dug out of the ruins a part of a watch 
which was burned. ' ^ 

The t)j9Scer;^i<ud that, in all his searches about the 
premises of Mr. Bingham, he had found no plate what- 
ever concealed ; an(J, had there be6n any intention to 
conceal property, certainly plate Was infinitely more va- 
luable than a few trifling things,— copy-books and quills, 
&c. the value of which only amounted to a few shillings. 

He is asked about some scandalous paragraphs that 
have been inserted in some of the public papers respect* 
ing this business, and whether he himself had not been 
instrumental in the insertion of some of them ; I am 
extremely sorry that, when this officer made a report of 
what be had heard and seen of this business to Justio^ 
Read, that any editor of a newspaper should have been 
ipresent, and have taken notes of what was stated by 
Adkins to the magistrate at Bow-street, and tliat partisA 
statements should have been inserted in the public news*- 
papers, in order to inflame the public mind; it ought 
to be severely punished ; it has an effect on persons ia 
some the highest situations in this country; it poisons th^ 
minds of juries and witnesses; it is the most pernicious 
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thing, that can be done in thwarting the administratiqil 
of justice ; it may be turned to the very worst purposes. 

The next witness . examined was Mr. Edward VerraU, 
who says he b an attorney at liCWes, and agent to the 
Sun Fire*Office.-~*In Consequence of having heard of 
this fire, on January i7th, he went up, on Friday, the 18th^ 
to. Maresfieid, with Mr. Turner, who is the professional 
agent for the rector, the Rev. Thomas Ki vett ; he went up 
for the purpose of seeing the state of the parsonage-* 
bouse^ that he might report to the office : he went to Mr« 
Thomas Jenner's^ where he understood Mr. Bingham then 
was, to ask the particulars about the fire; Mr. Bingham 
told him and Mr. Turner that he had been troubled 
witb.a bowel-complaint on the day preceding the fire ; 
that be went to bed about ten o'clock at night ; that he 
could not get to sleep; -that he had a sort of fatuity 
about himi that something would happen; that he had 
been in bedabout half an hour when he fancied he heard 
a foot-step under his chamber-window ; he got up 
and looked out of the window^ but saw no one : he 
retired to bed again, and he believed, for a short time, 
fell asleep. — About twelve o^clock he again fancied he 
heard a noise : he got up again^ and, on looking out of 
the window, saw a man going from the corner of his 
house towards Maresfield-street : he then took a poker 
that was in the bed-chamber and went down stairs : he 
looked into the parlour^ where th^ family had befen sitting 
the preceding evening, and nothing appeared to have 
been disturbed there : he then looked into the kitchen 
where every thing appeared as it was before ; that after- 
wards he went to the school-room-door, which opens in- 
ward from the passage into the school-room ; that he 
found the ddor resist him, as if something had been up 
against it on the inner side ; that he perceived smoke to 
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ksue tbroiish the keyJiole or crevice of the door, aod 

that he went out into the yard, where there was aa 

piiter door of the schooUrioom into the yaud, which had 

been a glass-door ; that the glas^ had been broken ; that 

the door h?d been nailed t>p mth boaids, and that one of 

thes6 boards had been forced off, aad the door h^ been 

fapened; tl^at he perceived a fegot or fegbts; that he 

could not di?tingujBh what number ; his man told hioi, 

th^next (Jay, he had missed four or five; tl»e fogotd 

were standing against the wall ne^t the inner door, and 

•gainst the inner door there was a bench and two tables 

which had prevented the opening of thf dbor when h^ 

bad attempted it on the other side ; tlie room was full 

of smoke, and the fagots just at at that time began M 

blaze: he went to his bureau, wlhere he bad nofes td 

the amount of thirty pounds, for the purpose of saTing 

U, but could not open it for want of a key : he took 

f pme pf the thing? th^t were standing on it and thre# 

then) out of the window ; he then lelurned intp the house 

the same way th^t he came, out,— went up stairs to Mrs. 

Bingham, and told her to get up and dress the children 

for the hous^ was on ^vi^ : be th^ji went to a chest' of 

drawers and opened some of them and. threw the cob* 

tents out of the wipdow. He said he also threw a bed out 

That when he opened the window, he called oats dis« 

tinctly, three times, fire! fire! fire! He Uien alarmed 

the rest of his family ; and, when his servant-boy cam^ 

down stairs, h^ sent him. intQ the village, to give tbe 

alarm. As soon as he could get assistance, be ordeiod 

the church to be opened, and the bells rung for the same 

purpose. He says he expre^ed a report, that he had 

beard that his policy had run put* H^ (Mr. Bdngbam) 

[|aid^ be had formerly insured in t|ie British FicchOftce) 

<>ut had now removed it to th^* Unipn. Office; 9xA 

that his property was insured for £500. He says he ia<« 
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quired if he cobld at all estate die amount of hisloi^. 
He said it was impossible to do it at that time ; that he 
kad a great deal of valuable piroperty in his hou^e ; and 
iJiat hid bo6ks alon^^^ he supposed^ were worth «£lOO. 
Thut he had many dozens of writing-books and schooU 
bbbtts^ and copy-bboks, and a quantity of stationery ;' 
and he supposed oiie thousand quills. Aihong other 
thin^ he mentioned a small box of plate^ containiiig a 
silver waiter and bthlf^r drtjcles. And he expressed his 
mil^rise^ that no ^AH of the plati^ had been found. He 
dfa^rved ibat lib believed the gentlenien belonging to* 
tlie Fire-rnfiuratice-OfBces did not wish any thing' shoulcf 
bcf disturbed till they had an opportiitiity of seeing it :— 
They undoubtedly have a right to evet'y thiiig that is 
found ; and they hav^ a right to complain if any thing 
i^hicfa has been found there his been removed, as they 
lite only answerable for what has been a^btually destroyed 
by the fire. . . 

He says the prisoner stated to hioo ii^hen h^ first dis- 
covered the fire the sehooUroom wais full of smoke. 
That the fagots Were just breakihg out ; and he stated 
^at he believed if he had had a bucket or two buckets of 
water, he could have extinguished the fire^ But, turn- 
ing to Mr. Turnei;, ydu'know the well i& seventy*five feet 
Ae^ ; and, in the confusion and agitation of my mind, 
I did not go to search for buckets : I looked to the pre-^ 
servation of my family. 

A person, of the name of Robert West, a shoe-maker, 
tfbated that he saw the prisoner at the bar at work in his 
garden, on the Tuesday after the fire, about seven o'clock 
in the morning, at twilight. He appeared to him to b6 
digging; that he mentioned it to a person, of the name 
af John Paris, wbc^ went to the same place and took up 
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a parcel, containing some of these copy-books and othe^ 
things. r 

The next witness called is James Standen. He says he is 
the parish-clerk of Mar^field- He produced the registers 
of the palish. Hei recollects Mr. Bingham going to Lon-r 
don in the latter end of the month of December ; that he 
sent for him before he went, and told him he was going to 
town, and that he should take these books and put theifl.: 
into the church-chest, for fear they wight be destroyed 
by fire before he returned. This was on the /2gth of De- 
cember. And, therefore, you see, gentlemen^ this was 
nearly a fortnighc jafter the threateDjlng letter was founds 
in which it was expressly said, the parson's house was to 
be burned down, ^ well as the houses of several other 
persons. Now having beard of this letter, and be knew 
perfectly wpU that such a threatening letter had been 
spnt. Hp had been told so by Mr. Jenner himself, and 
his house being pointed at In that letter, it is for you to 
say whether there was any thing e:j:traordinary in his de- 
siring the parish-clerk, under such circumstances, to de^ 
posit the registers in the parish-chest ; supposing that,* 
during his absence, his house had been burned down; 
and that the registers had been there, and had been des» 
troyed, in what situation would the parish. have been? 
These were tl^ registers of marriages, births, and bu- 
rials ; and tl^e safety of them very closely connected 
with some of the most valuable rights of men. It is for 
you to say whether, after this threatening letter was 
found, and when the destruction of the prisoner's house 
was threatened in that very letter, it is for you to say 
when Mr. Bingham delivered over these registers to the 
clerk, and ordered him to put them into the parish-chest, 
h^ bad any object in view in ordering that but for thei<? 
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safe custody. If you can find no motive for i^, and i^ 
seems to stand quite clear of motive^ other than the safe 
custody of these books^ you will say so. This incendi- 
ary, this threatening, letter having been sent before, he 
might chuse to be quite safe as to this, where the rights 
of his parishioners were concerned in it. 

The next witness called is John Warren, junior. 

This gentleman says he is accomptant to the Union Fire- 
insurance-Office ; and that Mr, Bingham's insurance on 
his furniture, wearing apparel, printed books, plate, wines, 
and other liquors, in his private house, amounted to 
^400 ; and on his glass, china, and earthen-ware, £50 : 
And it will appear to you, by the testimony of the next 
witness, that <£50 was added to that sum, making the 
insurance £500. Now that was a circumstance a little 
striking at first sight, because that addition was made 
only A very, short time before the fire. But it appears 
very clearly afterwards, fro^l the evidence, that he at 
that period sold a cottage to Mr. Wheeler ; and, there- 
fore, having no longer any interest in it, he discontinued^ 
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the itLsurance upon it of £50, and transferred' ttiitt sum 
to his furniture ; and that made the insurance on his fur- 
niture amount precisely to £500. 

Mr. Charles Philip Galabin says he is secretary to the 
Union Insurance Fire-Office. On the 10th or llthof- 
January last, Mr. Bingham called on him to say that he 
had no interest in the cottage, which had been insured at 
jESO, in the occupation, of one Wilden, having sold it, 
and wished that sum to be added to the furniture in his 
dwelling-house ; and that this was most readily done by> 
endorsement on the back of the original policy. Mr. 
Bingham stated he was fearful his house would be des- 
troyed by ftrej that an incendiary letter l^adbeen sent j 
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be destroyed. 

The coasideration first of all here h, whether thi&gieQ^ 
tleman had not furnijture and effects ia : his bptise, ^t th% 
Uine of the fire^^ pretty n^ai-ly €iqii^ |o tw'use sls, much aa 
he was insared for ? 

Mr. Thomas Riyett says he ift the rector of %lm, polish 
of Maresfieid : Mr. Bingham was his curate wheal his 
l}ouse was horned down. . He kmevr nothing agaiosrt Mjr« 
Bingham. He believed he was a man vfkQ&t exemp\siryl 
i^ his conduct^ and they had Uv^ on ^rfecd(7 g<tod; 
terms. ' 

He had been recommended to him by the; Bishjofi oC 
Chichester^ and had.alwaj's maintained a very good chi^f 
r.acter as far as he knew. He said. he Uired in Hampn 
shire. 

Gentlemeuj this is tb^ evidence on t^ part, of tfaM» 
prosecution. 

The first witpess> on the part of the prisbnet^ iseaHttir 
merely tp prove that he had purchased from Mir..B|iigH 
ham tb^ couage that was. in tbe oQOupation of' WOimit 
He purchased it abou4 the beginning of BecemberFlitel:^ 
for his wife, and that he had since itisared it; 

That accounts f<>r Mr. BUighadi having addei|l.,£$0 tQ 
his furniturq. ; 

Now^ gentlemen; giv^ me leave aguin.lo draw your aife4. 
t^ention to this. If this gentleman bad set his own hptiMl 
on fite, as he himself i/i his defence has wiell rematkid^^ 
he must have been absolutely insanci He must hifo: 
done it for the purpose; He cH^old iM>t;deceitre the inf* 
surance^office, but woultl have ruined himself. 

The next witness called, on the part of Mr. Bingham^ 
iy Hannah Jenner, the wife of Thomas J^nner^ of Mt^fW** 



fidfb Vffcm ibt abdrnft of tat^h^ihg gi^B^ Ae W«&l*Uit 
<b^ {NtmcMge-^faMHiBe : Mr». BiHgfaaiii^ ii4ie» sbt escap^dk 
fr<Otti d»ft fire, luidi « wliMk^j«coiit| thnnwi loDsdy o^pect ' 
Ifti^;- Aefa^ fomd^ hek' iieekatip[lety arid ftpilkiw-cas^ 
filkK}erBttiitb; sbio had a mght-^ia]^ on hot ht^ad. . H^fr 
cAotbes hnftl tb« appearahce tS htfviagpl^eeQ hastily f^ 
<». Sli€f HbA ne^tmg an9«r bat h^r pelticoatB ai;id sfjajk i, 
BO^ gov^n cm ! One of the! Ittitkoaea had.noibi^ buH it» 
m^iclodfcseir, a9itaiblank<t.pi4troimdity wbeaitwar 
iXttiedf ^6rvm> tine fire : Tb«y! ^ev^ mkei% to the hoase o£ 
the witue^^ mhtn tAie fife) tdob pkiee } thetfe w^e nina^ 

Diisf lady md isrte «li hchr fbnul j hatel been; many timeiH 
atMf. Blrnj^ltoiUi^ and Mr. Bragliam< and bin fannisr badt 
bi^^ ^td ma^ tiiBles^ at thiehr bonsi^ ;. iGMAd>. at aU timtftfl 
sfae hiul^ skk^ UifiiV b« w». a kiiyd aibd-affitetjioaatebuarT 
band and father. 

©^ cr(i«d^imilhiattoii> she saM abe (Mrs; Bingham) 
baid'' ttW bel^ Ar€^ dd, emapi her gown and neiohfhatnd;' 
fcfercTBler. 

H^^ ^t^ l9& k t^^sbtjfe^v in the Wkrwicki^bire Miiifeia^ 
which was at that time quartered at Maresfield. And^btl 
i^ to tpeaiim fh^^^lMeihavioar of'the'prisoaei^^ at the tiitie 
tb^ fire^ idik place; BifiA to^ she»r whetfaier be was likely tar^ 
§6t' fire to hist'<mnl house : witiiout imputing to hint ther 
vAiM extp^Ae' f6t\y or nvadneis^ rt cdold not betfae c&nr;J 
on'thd M>|fir^i^ht6n of hi^'beinggrektiy undertdnsuredy.'aa^ 
t6 tite Talhie of* his hoosehoW f ftrrtittrrel 

"rti^ witijesf saSrs'thftt, oik ttlec^y of fire, he gottip and: 
dtte9§eS' himself, &itA itififmedktely after went to Mr^ 
Binghani's' hoQse. 'fhere wera' then very few persDna^ 
|tbefe> b^id't^fr Mt« Bi^nghamVfamily. He saw Mt. Bifqp* 
I]iam^ who > a^eaived very ipiictD eotifrnedi He sftir 
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'him aicCively employed in' endeavoaring to secure bis pro* 
perty. He saw the ashes the next mornii^ He saw the 
remains of a watch that had been dag out. of the ruins : 
that was fouiid in the ashes.* -He also saw part of a 
locket that was found in the ashes, and near the spot 
where the Watch was found. He was also present when 
most of the plate was dug out of the ruins, and that was 
in the same room where the locket and watch were found. 
The plate was delivered to ^Mr. Attree, the smith, for safe, 
custody. He saw the eldest daughter carrying the. 
j^oungest child but one ,to the Checquers ;. the child ha4 
its night-clothes ; the eldest daughter had a. pelisse and 
bonnet> but no stockings; she had her shoes on. He saw 
the other children on the grass^-pIat, before the preo^ise^ 
hut did not recollect how they were dressed. . They were 
not properly dressed : their things were all as if they had. 
been put on in haste. ' 

Samuel Aitre^ is. the next witnf^ss. examined, heis^a 
blacksmith in the parish of Maresfield> he states that th^ 
plate was delivered to him after the fire, he had kept it 
ever since, and there could not ben doubjb, that it had 
passed through the fire. It consisted of three pounds of 
silver, 

Lydia Hobden says, she is a farmer's wife, in the 
parish of Maresfield ; that she was frequently at the^ 
house of Mr. Bingham, and was well acquainted with 
the furniture in his house, she was also well acquainted 
with his library, she knew he had a great number of 
booiss, and she had read maqy of them ; she has looked 
ohrer a catalogue which was handed to her, and from her 
achquaintance with .Mr. Bingham's furniture she cannot 
say that every article in that catalogue was in his housCj, 
but she firmly believes they were all there from what she 
Imew of it;:but she takes a part of this upon credit^ 
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because there were several rooms ia which she had not 
been^ and consequently could not speak to the furniuire* 
diat was in them. But W(e have actual and positive 
evidence from the brother of the prisoner, the clergyman 
who had spent some days with him, during which timft* 
he had been over all the house, and that, besides Mr« 
Bingham's own family, he, his wife, two children, and a 
man-servant, were comfortably a<;commodated. 

Mrs. Hobdcn says, the house was well and comfortablj 
furnished ; that there was a large stock- of linen of a good 
quality, that the linen was very good ; that she had many 
opportunities of seeing Mr. Bingham in his family, and. 
never saw a more affectionate husband and father: sho 
knew he was troubled with a bowel-complaint. 

On her cross-examination she says, she is not related to^ 
or connected with Mr. Bingham, but only visited him 
and bis family as an acquaintance ; she had been verjr 
frequently at his house, but had never slept . there ; she 
had been in Mrs. Bingham's sleeping^-room over the hall, 
she had been in the room No. 1 in the catalogue^ that 
was a spare room ; she bad also been in chamber No. 3' 
or 4, these were the only three chambers she had been in; 
she could not speak of course to the furniture in the rest. 
Ia the sitting-parlour there was no looking-glass, but 
there were painted chairs, a decent carpet, and mahogany 
tables; and in the best bedrroom there was a handsome 
four-post bed. In Mrs. Bingham's sleeping-room which 
she had seen about cwo months before the fire, there was 
a four-post bed, a very large easy chair, some rush* 
bottomed chairs aqd painted chairs; she ^was well ac- 
quainted with his books, and was certain there was a 
good library; and with respect to the linen, she had 
helped to put away the linen, by which she was enabled to 
i;.ay there wius a large quantity of it^ and of a good qiiftlity* 



Mrs. AaAe Clark k next examhiedy she is thi wife cid 
store-keeper at Maresfield, where they h'axi been stationed: 
sex yeats^ and daring that time she hari bten indmaOeiy. 
aK^qminted with Mr* Bingham's family^ and had frequent 
opportunities of seeing ehe furniture in three of the roomv 
of his hous^ ; in the two lower ro6kn» or parlohrsy kmi 
Mrsw Bingham's bed-room ; tfhese rooms were wdl fui<- 
nished ; she had looked into the catalt^UQ, and with: 
t^gtud to these three rooms^ the furniture in th^m justified 
tl^e statement in the catalogue to the best of b^r know*- 
ledge. She was also acquainted with' Mr. Bingham'^ 
books> he had occasionally lent her some of tbem ; th^re 
appeared to be a gteat many in his library^ there might 
be between three and four hundred volumes; The pri*- 
soner was at the house of the witness the night before the 
fire^ and in the course of that evening it was necessary 
fbrbinl> iii conseqiience of a compiaint^ to leave tW 
room twice : after he had left her house he sent for his 
watch^ which Was left by mistake in the privy. 

Oh her cross-examination she said Mr. BirighamV 
Bouse was well add cotafprtably furnished, tliopgh ^kte 
did not take siich particular notice! . of the different arti- 
cles of furniture as to be able to enumerate th^m ; she 
liarf looked over the catalogue, and it appeared to her* 
thfit these things were there, as to those rooms in the* 
house in which she had been and with which she was * 
acquainted. 

Mary Stevens attended Mrs. Bingham as a nurse occa- 
sionally, about twelve months ago she was there and^ 
assisted iit getting up the linen, which was extremely 
Valuable and good, and the furniture was extremely gjbod. 

Then Mr. Richard Bingham is called, who tells yoi>' 
he has been two-and-twenty years vicar or .rect<>r of. 
Gosport chapel, that a year and a h^lf ag^^ he, hi$ wife^ 
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§^4 twQ qbitdren^ with a maa-^servant^ paid a visit te bis 
VptblSf • the prisoner at the bar^ and remaiaed with bint 
9^!K^rai days ; that his brother wished to shew him how 
f^omlbrtably he waus accommodated in his house, and 
tobl^ him through every part of it, besides he had a very 
Comfortable libcary ; calculating at the lowest rate, l^e 
Ihould think three or four hundred volumes; and he says, 
thftt I am confident that £gOO or £1000 is mdch within 
9ioxppass with regard to the value of his furniture ; thai 
b^ 4id not consider his brother as a man in necessitous 
eirpu^&stanc(^Sj that he had abundance of ric|i relations^ 
^ind thai he was perfectly confident they would havebeeil 
ready to relieve him from all his embarrasments ; an4 
tiaai ^900 or ^1000 would not re-purchase an equal 
Unafitity of household furniture, &c. 

Tbf^a Captain Joseph Bingham tells you he has been a 
l^st-^pst^in \n hia majesty's aavy these fifteen years; 
that about a year and a half ago, finding his hrotherji 
^om the steit» of bi9 family, embarrased, very generously, 
Biuclii tQ ¥is cJfedjt, and greatly to his honour, paid % 
large sum to deliver bis brother from all bis difficulties, 
aj^4 he ^ayys, he believes tb^t at that time he was entirely 
a fr^e, ma^i; fr^e froipPi aJl in<?timbr£>nces whatever; it 
was for the purpose of relieving him completely from all 
l^js ^bt^ tliat he pai4 th^t si;im ; apd that he might be 
i^e§ ^ppji all^ i^cumbtr^nces ; and h^ verily believes he 
was. Thex^ ^i^^S f<'^^ fpi^i poverty and distress, and 
having gop^i^. in his housje, s^y to the ampuatof £g00> you 
^e to i^nf^ out a motive for bi^ volunts^rily setting fire tQ 
lijs. Q\i[n^ous^, by wlycb he wa3 to receive only <£50Q. 

Jlf^erffix^t witness is J^otm Paln^er^ I have ^Ir^ady i^^t^d 
to,ypu t^at pa,rt of hjs, ^xamiflajt^pj?. in chief which eon* 
trAdffits, ^h^, evi4en<?§ ojf Thpipa^ Cal^y. 
. I^e %t^r i^ays, vhAt> ^t, tbf tiiQf of. thft Qonfiagration^ 
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he saw both Mr. and Mrs. Bingham. Wheii fae Wefit 
there first, Mrs. Bingham was trying to get the famiturer 
out as fast as she could. He did not then see Mr< 
Bingham^ but belieVes he was then up stairs throwing a 
bed out. When he saw Mr. Bingham afterwards, he 
appeared to be doing the best he could^ he was doing all 
that he could till the people called to him out! out! out! 

Then it came out, on cross-examination, that he had 
heard some loose rumours respecting the fire^ which 
induced him to put the question to Caley^ whether he 
had seen it, and he said no, he had not seen it, because 
he had come down the front stajrs leading out to the littte 
pleasure-ground. 

Mary Stevens said^ she assisted in washing the linen at 
Mr. Bingham's the Monday before the fire, and that 
there was the usual quantity. There was no difference at 
all. It was the same as usual. There was plenty of 
good linen. 

The last witness is Edward Bateman, whose evidence 
I have already stated to you in contradiction of the testi- 
mony of Caley. 

Now, gentlemen, this is the whole of the evidence, 
both on the part of the prosecution and on behalf of the 
prisoner. 

Now, on the improbability of a man, circumstanced as 
this gentleman is, being capable of the perpetration of a 
crime so extremely shocking, it is not forme to say. 

With respect to the conduct of the generality of man- 
kind, they must have a strong motive stimulating them 
to the commission of so dreadful a crime. Here the 
motives and inducements seem to have been all the other 
way,— to dissuade him from the commission of it. For, 
if you believe his brother, when he tells you his furniture 
was worth £900 or <£lOOO ; and if you give credit to his 
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Other brother^ that every farthing of his debta wi^ paid Qi 
year and a half ago ; if you believe that, you must also 
believe, taking his furniture at of 900, which the Rev. 
Richard Bingham solemnly declares to you upon his 
oath, is much within compass, the prisoner would, by 
setting his house on fire, have been a loser of «£400. Jf 
you are satisfied of that, gentlemen, it is impossible he 
fihould have deceived the Fire-Insurance-Office, but he 
would have deceived himself to his ruin. 

You will take the whole case into your consideration. 

The excellent character which was given him by Lord 
Sheffield, and all the other most respectable witnesses, 
must still be fresh in your recollection, and therefore I 
do not repeat it. 

The JvnY found the Prisoner NOT GUILTY! 



Friatcd by Galabb and Marchaat« IngnHn-Cooft Loodoii. 



•>H? 



I> 



f 



^^ 



